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Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma, is presently working as Director(I/c) in the National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education in IGNOU, New Delhi. In NCIDE he is working towards finding innovative learning and support solutions for the distance learners using the newer technologies. He is coordinating the scheme of On-Demand examination in the university. His areas of interest are science popularization, research in open and distance education, examination reforms, innovative initiatives for effective and learner friendly support services for distance learners. He has rich experience of 14 years of working in open and distance education system in NIOS and about 4 years of experience of working in the formal system of education in NCERT.
EDUCATIONAL QUILIFICATIONS

· M.Sc. and PhD in Physics, 
· Diploma in Distance Education and 
· MA in Distance Education (MADE)
AWARDS AND SAMMANS

1. Kendriya Sachivalaya Hindi Parishad and Sahiyta Samanvay Manch, Delhi awarded “Rajbhasha Ratna Award” in 2004 for promoting Science & Technology through Hindi medium.
2. Delhi Hindi Sahitya Sammelan awarded “Sahitya Shri Samman” in 2005 for popularizing science and science journalism through Hindi medium.
PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT RECORD 
Before joining IGNOU he was working  in the National Institute of Open Schooling, New Delhi as Asstt. Director (Acad). As Asstt. Director (Acad) he has worked in the Academic department and  Students Support Services Department where he was associated in the planning and designing of the policy proposals for academic programmes for the departments, coordinated and supervised the performance of the faculty, monitoring of  Students Support Services at NIOS through its Regional centres and the Study. Organised orientation programmes for the faculty as well as for the lesson writers for self learning material development for distance learners and conducted research studies  in open and  distance education. He handled several innovative and new  projects and programmes independently  aimed at improving the effectiveness of the support services. He has worked in the Evaluation Department of NIOS also where he was in-charge of the On-Demand Examination System. He took several new initiatives for making the ODE actually on demand and student friendly. He started ODExam at Senior Secondary level.
He has worked as Regional Director of the Regional Centre of NIOS, Kolkata and also as the Regional Director (Admn) at Regional Centre Delhi, NIOS. As Regional Director he was responsible for all the activities and programmes for their timely and successful completion.
Earlier worked as Academic Officer(Physics) in the National Institute of Open Schooling, New Delhi from 1994 to 2002.  As an Academic Officer he designed curriculum and developed self instructional material in the subject of Physics at Sr. Secondary level and Science at Secondary and elementary level for the distance learners. He carried out research studies in the field of open and distance education. Besides it, he was engaged in planning  of the annual as well as long term programmes for the NIOS. He coordinated several workshops for development review of the courses in science subjects. 
For one year worked in Planning Commission, Govt of India  as Research Officer where he was engaged  in Planning , Administration &  policy formulation for Govt schemes and their follow up monitoring with different state Govts. 
He has worked in the National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT),  Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi
as Jr. Research Fellow where he worked in the field of research in science education,  study material  development in the subject of Physics &  training of the teachers. He designed several innovative and improvised low cost experiments in Physics for Sr. Secondary level students. He worked in a project on Individually Guided System of Instructions which aimed at achieving the mastery level of learning by the students.     

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMMES ATTENDED  

1. 15 days  Computer awareness programme  on DOS, Windows, MS-office, Foxpro & Internet from Information Computer Institute, Kailash Colony  Nov.- Dec. 1997


2. Two weeks Computer Awareness in Windows,  MS-office, Internet etc National Informatics Centres (Govt. of India, New Delhi)  (7-18 Feb 2000) 
3. Three days workshop on Presentation Techniques for Educational Broadcasters organised by CEMCA, (12-14th  March 1997).

1. Five days workshop on Script writing for Educational Television organised by CEMCA & NOS, during April  7-11, 1997.

2.  Attended  the Follow up workshop on Script Writing organised by CEMCA, during 10-11 July 1997.

3.  Attended a four day workshop on Question Paper Setting and Developing Blue Print & Design of Question Paper, organised by NOS & NCERT, during 28-31 July 1997.

4. Attended a two weeks Computer Training programme from Informatics Computers  Center during   8-20 Dec. 1997.

5. Five days Training programme on e-Learning, organized by the CEMCA (COL) and NIOS from 30th January -3rd February 2006 at NCERT, New Delhi

 OTHER TRAINING / ORIENTATION COURSES ATTENDED
· Ten days Orientation-cum Enrichment Course for   Physics  Teachers   of  +2  stage,  at   Kendriya Vidyalaya, I.I. Sc. Bangalore ( 6  -15  Oct. 1989).

· Ten days Orientation-cum-Enrichment Course for  Physics  Teachers of +2 stage; at Atomic Energy Jr, College, Bombay   (1-10 March, 1990)

· Five  days  Training-cum-Development   Course   for  Electronic   Experiments   for +2 stage, at  Deptt.  of Physics, Delhi University, Delhi. (24 - 28 March, 1990).

· Three weeks Advance Course in Computer Education, at     DESM, NCERT, New Delhi.

· Ten days Orientation-cum-Enrichment course for  Physics  Teachers of +2 stage for Class XII, at  SCERT   Gurgaon, (Haryana). (21-30 Oct. 1991)

· Ten  days  Induction  Training  Programme  on  different  aspects  of  Distance  Education  system  with   special  reference to Open schooling, organised by NOS (1995)

CONFERENCES/SEMINARS ATTENDED 
· VII Annual Convention  of IAPT,  at  Nagpur, during  Oct. 8-10, 1992 and presented a paper.

· Round  Table  Conference on Continuing  Education  for  Neo- literates organized by NOS and UNESCO at New Delhi (10-11 Aug.,'1994).

· A National Expert Seminar on  Open  Schooling   Breaking  New Grounds, (9-10 Dec., 95)

· International Study  Visit cum Conference on Planning  and    Management  of  Open Schooling at New Delhi Organized by  NOS & UNESCO. ( 15-27 Feb. 95).

· Seminar cum workshop on Experimentation in Physics, at New Delhi, (11 May, '95) organized by IAPT.

· International  Conference  on  Electronics   Information   Technology in Distance Education organized by NOS & UNESCO, at New Delhi (10 -12 January, 1996).

· National Symposium on  Live Issues in  Physics  Education, Organized by UGC & IAPT at TIET, Patiala (6-7 Oct.' 95)

· International  Conference  on Electronics   Information  Technology in Distance Education organized by NOS & UNESCO, at  New Delhi, (10-12 January, 1996).

· International Conference on  Open and  Distance  Education   Organized by ICDE Asia, at New Delhi ( 5- 7th Dec. 1996)

· 18th ICDE World Conference on Distance Education at Pennsylvania State University, USA during June 2-6,1997.

· World Conference on The education India : The Next Millennium, organised by AIAET, IGNOU, NCERT, NIEPA, and other organizations at New Delhi, 12-14 Nov. 1997.

· Attended a National Seminar on Education of People with Disabilities through OLS, organised by NOS & Ministry of Welfare Govt. of India, during 23-24 Dec. 1997.
· International Conference on Open and Distance Education organized by COL and NIOS at Goa in January 2006.

· National Workshop cum Conference on Strategies for Examination Reforms in Open Schooling,  organised by NIOS in July 2006.
DELIVERED LECTURE /ACTED AS RESOURCE PERSON
· Delivered several talks and  lecture on  Science education in  the Inservice  Teachers Training  Programme organized  by  NCERT, SCERT, DIET, CBSE and KVS etc .

· Worked  as a resource person in the  several meetings, seminars, workshops and training programmes organized by the NCERT, CBSE and NIOS.  
· Worked as a resource person  in a  training cum orientation programme on Self Instructional Material development, for the Primary school headmasters / District coordinators organized by the DEP-DPEP project of NCERT & IGNOU at Lucknow in 1999. 

· Edited a training Module for the Primary Teachers/District coordinators of UP, developed by DEP-DPEP project of NCERT & IGNOU in 2000.

· Resource Person in the Planning meeting of DEP-SSA (IGNOU) for developing Bridge course for Punjab State, on 16-17 July, 2004 at Chandigarh.  

· Edited training cum resource material for the school teachers of Chhattishgarh and Jharkhand developed by DEP-SSA (IGNOU) during 2004 and 2005.

SCIENCE  POPULARATION PROGRAMMES  

· Honorary Editor of a quarterly popular science magazine ‘Vigyan Aapke Liye’ in Hindi being  brought out by Gyan Jyoti Shiksha Sansthan, Mathura since 2001.
· Coordinated the celebration of  the National Science Day  programmes from 1997 onward every year for NIOS learners, teachers and the staff.  

· Organised National Science Popularisation Programmes-2000, 2005 and 2006 funded by NCSTC, New Delhi

OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 
·  Assisted  in  the  formulation  of  different   Projects, drafting of Annual Reports,  News Letters Translated Sr. Secondary " Physics" of NCERT,  and  "Science " of NOS

·  Translate and edited “Annual Reports 1993-94 & 1994-95”, and  translated "Prospectus  1994-95,"  of NOS.

· Edited and translated "Physics Laboratory Manual" ,  for XI & XII class, NCERT (1990)

EXPERIENCE  IN THE FIELD OF OPEN AND DISTANCE EDUCATION
· Designed   curriculum  and  development self instructional material in science   for "Open Basic  Education.", Science for secondary level and Physics & Chemistry of Sr. Secondary level.

· Contributed  several lessons  in Science for  Open  Basic  Education course and Secondary level course and for Sr. Secondary Physics. 

· Prepared a number of audio and  video scripts   on different topics in  for  Science  and Physics.

· Conducted  hundreds of meeting/workshops  for   curriculum developments  and  self instructional  material   production   (both print and non-print) for Elementary,  secondary and Sr.  Secondary    level science subjects of NIOS.

· Attended  a number of national and  international   seminars and  conferences  and presented papers on  different  themes    related to science and distance education.

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

(a)  Papers on Distance/Adult Education
1.  Linking Mastery Learning to Distance Education,  J. of Distance Education (1992), Vol.3, No.3.pp.60

2.  Evaluation: an integral part of learning in distance education, The Progress of Education (1992),  Vol.IXVI, No.8pp.183.

3.  AKHIR PRODH SIKSHA KYON?,  PRODH SIKSHA (1990) No.4, pp.17.

4.  Continuing  Education for Neo-literate,  Ind.  J  of    Adult Education " 1994, Vol. 55, No.4, pp 46.

5.  Studying a Non-Traditional Combination of subjects, Bull of IAPT, (1995) vol.12, No.6.

6.  Attendance in PCPs and Performance of Learners in Open  Learners,  Ind. Journal of Open Learning, (1997), 6(1&2), 71-75.

7.  Chhatra  Antyodaya Yojana,  Bharatiya  Adhunik  Siksha,   April 1995.

8.  The  Role  of PCPs in Open Distance  Education,  Paper   presented  at   ICDE  Asia  Conference  on Open   & Distance Education at New Delhi, 5-7 1996

9.  Distance Education in the Changing Technological Environment, paper presented at the 18th ICDE World   Conference  held at Pennsylvania State University, USA. 2-6 June 1997.

10.  The Open Learners at School Level : Problems and Prospects, paper presented in the World Conference on The Education India : The Next Millennium, held at New Delhi, 12-14 Nov. 1997.

11.  Personal Contact Programme in Improving Quality of Distance ducation, Open and Distance Education1997, Edited by Mukhopdhyay M. and Parhar Madhu, Jawahar Publications and Distributors, New Delhi.

12.  Impact of the Socio-economic and educational background of the distance learners on their Academic Performance, Journal of Distance Education, Vol. VII, No. 1, 2000.

13.  Towards Reducing Gender Gap in Education, Millenium Magazine on Education, published by Chenab College of Education, Jammu, July 2000.
14.  Factors Affecting the Performance of  NIOS Learners in April-May and October-November  Examinations, OSAC Journal of Open Schooling Vol.-II, No. 2, January – 2003.
15.  Management and Organisation of the Study Centres of NIOS, OSAC Journal of Open Schooling, Vol VIII, No. 1&2, 2008.
(b)  Papers on Science Education
1. Role of Experimentation and Improvisation for  Effective Teaching of Physics at the +2 Stage,  School Science (1990) Vol. XXVII, No.3 pp.37.
2. Improvisation in Experimental Physics, Sangam, (1991) (KVS publication), Vol.21,No.11, pp 43.

3. Role of Demonstration Experiments in Teaching Physics, Sangam (1991), (KVS publication), Vol.21,  No.11, pp. 43.

4. Innovative Experimental Activities in Teaching Physics  at Senior Secondary Stage, Bulletin of IAPT,  (1993),  Vol.10 PP.299.

5. A bar Pendulum of Very Low Cost for Precision Experiments at Undergraduate Level,  Physics Education, Jan.-March 1994, pp-357-361  

6. On Translating the Science Text Books,  School Science (1993) Vol. XXXI, No.1.1053 

7. Demonstration Experiments in Physics,  School Science, Dec.1994, pp 4-7 

8. Improvisation in Science : A low cost alternative  for experimentation,  Bulletin of IAPT, (1995) Vol.12  No. 5 pp 133

9. Encouraging Activity Based Teaching in Physics at School level, Paper Presented at National Symposium on live issues in Physics  Education at TIET, Patiala, organized by UGC and TIET on 6-7 Oct. 1995. 

10. Mnemonics in learning,  Sangam (1995) Vol.12, No.4 pp 54

11. Where lies the Fault, Sangam (1995) Vol.25 No. pp 77

12. Studying  Science Effectively,  Sangam,  (KVS Publication) January  1996

13. Scoring Well in Science, Open Learning, January, 1997.

(c ) Papers Related to Ph. D. Work

1. Diffusion-Vibration Theory of Melting of Ionic Crystals.  Ind. J. Pure and Applied Physics (1991),Vol.29, pp.637.

2. Melting Temperature Variation with Concentration in Alkali-Halides in Mixed Crystal System, Pramana-J. of  Physics (1992), Vol.39 No.4 pp.323

3. The melting Laws at High Pressure. physica status solidi (b).(1993) vol.178, k 71

(d)  Articles for popular Reading in Science and Environment
1. Vayumandal Men Badhati Hui Carbon-Di-Oxide,  Ritambhara, (1982-83) Vol.24  No.1.Pp.71.

2. Carbon-Di-Oxide And Global Warming, Sangam (1994),  Vol. 24 No.1, pp 17.

3. Pritvi - A Great Achievement by Indian Defence, Open Learning, (NOS publication), April 1994.

4. Hamare Sharir Ka Kendriya Dafter-Mastishka,  Vijyan Pragati, May 1995.

5. Hamare Sharir Ka Suraksha Kavach - Twacha, Vigyan  Garima Sindhu, No.26, 1996)

6. Optical fiber-A-Revolution in Telecommunication, Open learning, October 1996.

7. Super-conductivity - A Wonderful Discovery in Science.  School Science, March 1996.

8. Science Crossword Puzzle, School Science, June 1996

9. Radioactivity in the Service of Mankind,  Open Learning, August, 1998

10. Learning Science by Doing, Open Learning, July, 2000.

11. Fire Crackers and Our Environment (in Hindi), The School Times of Hindustan Daily, Oct. 2000.

12. Kahani Diyasalai Ke Vikas Ki, Vigyan Aapke Liye, April -June, 2001

13. Paryavaran Aik Parichay, Vigyan Aapke Liye, April -June, 2001

14. Atichalakata : Vigyan Ki Aik Adbhut Khoj, Vigyan Aapke Liye, July-Sept. 2001.

15. Janm Kundali Nanhi Ab Banengi Geene Kundali, School Time (Hindustan) August, 2001

16. Badhata Khatara Synthetik Doodh Ka, School Times of the Hindustan (Hindi), August, 2001

17. Stem Cell – A  unique Discovery in the Field of Medicine, published in Vigyan Aapke Liye, Oct-Dec. 2001

18. Vigyan Verg Paheli, Open Learning, January, 2001

19. Laser –A wonder Device,  Open Learning, July, 2001.

20. Mobile Hoti Dunian, , published in Vigyan Aapke Liye, January-March, 2002.

21. Aluminium Kee Atma Katha, Open Learning, January, 2002.

22. Ground Water Pollution –Cause and Solution (in Hindi), Vigyan Aapke Liye, Oct. Dec.2002.

23. Biodiesel – An Alternative  Fuel of the Future, Open Learning, July 2004

24. Jeevasma ki Kahani, Open Learning, January, 2005.

(e)    Papers Presented in Conferences/ Seminars
1 A Zero-cost, High Precision Bar Pendulum,  Paper presented at VII convention of IAPT, Nagpur.  Held on (Oct.8-11, 1992)

2 Estimating the Fraction of the Smallest Division on Scale, Paper Presented at VII convention of IAPT,   Nagpur (Oct.8-11, 1992)

3 Distance Education in the Changing Technological Environment, paper presented at the 18th ICDE World   Conference  held at Pennsylvania State University, USA. 2-6 June 1997.

4 The Open Learners at School Level : Problems and Prospects, paper presented in the World Conference on The Education India : The Next Millennium, held at New Delhi, 12-14 Nov. 1997.

5 Encouraging Activity Based Teaching in Physics at School level, Paper Presented at National Symposium on live issues in Phys. Edn. at TIET, Patiala, organized by UGC and TIET on 6-7 Oct. 1995. 

6 Role   of  Technology  in  Teaching  Science   Through  Distance Education,  published in the proceedings of   IDLN Conference,  Indonesia. 

7 Role  of  Multimedia  in  Teaching  Physics, Tenth National Convention of IAPT, at Pune (3-5 Nov.1995). 

8 The  Role  of PCPs in Open Distance  Education,  Paper   presented  at   ICDE  Asia  Conference  on Open   & Distance Education at New Delhi, 5-7 1996

9 Teaching Science Through Open Learning System, paper presented in the Annual Conference of the Indian Association of Science Teachers at Patiala, 2000.

10 Science Popularisation Efforts at NOS,  paper presented in the 8th Coordination meeting of the State level S&T Councils /Departments organised by NCSTC (DST), New Delhi during 24-25 May, 2001.

11 Science Practical Work in Open schooling System, paper presented in the national seminar on Improving Science Education Through Practical Work, organised by IAPT, at INSA, New Delhi on 26th Dec. 2001.

12 Science Popularization Activities at NIOS,  paper presented in the 9th Coordination meeting of the State level S&T Councils /Departments organized by NCSTC (DST), New Delhi during 18-19th  November, 2002.

13 Presented a paper on ‘Community Empowered Education – The Role of NIOS’ in the International Conference on ‘ Enterprising Community through Education – Perspectives for Open Schooling’ on 28-30th March, 2003 at New Delhi. 

14 Open Vocational Education in India, Paper accepted for presentation in PCF5 to be held in London, UK in July 2008

(f)    General Articles 
1. Apana Jeevan, Ritambhara (College Magazine) 1983-84 Vol.25 No.-1, pp 47.

2. Hamare Samaj Men Dahej Aur Nar, Prodh Siksha (1989)  No. 8-9.

3. Hamara Samaj Aur Dahej Pratha,  Amar Vijeta, (1990).

4. Vichar Bindu, Ritambhara (1980-81), Vol-22, No.-1,pp.35

 (g)    Research and Project Reports
1 Report of the study on the,  Effectiveness of the Specially  Designed  PCPs on the  performance of NOS learners in Science (1995)

2 Report of the study on Comparative  Analysis  of the  Sr. Secondary Physics Curriculum  of different  Boards of India,   ( 1995) 

3 Drafted and finalized Annual Report  1996 of NOS.

4 Report of the study on the Relationship between the Attendance  in PCPs  and the Performance of the Learners, in Open  Learning System,  in 1995  

5 Report of the research  study on the  Investigation of  the  factors  Effecting the  Performance  of students in May and  November Examinations of  NOS, ( 1996-97)

6 Report of the  study on the  Analysis of Sr. Secondary Physics Question papers of NOS., 1998

7 Report of the project on National Science Popularization Programmes-2000, funded by NCSTC, DST, New Delhi. 

8 Implementation and Evaluation of Tutor Marked Assignments at NIOS - Observations and Suggestions, NIOS,  2003.

9 A Report of the Feedback from the Evaluators on the Evaluation System and Performance of NIOS Learners, June, 2003. 

10 Report on District wise Mapping of the Study Centers of NIOS, August, 2005.
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