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“Quality Assurance Methods in IGNOU”
Third Foundation Day Panel Discussion 
______________________________________________________________________________
IGNOU Regional Centre celebrated Third Foundation Day and on this occasion,  a Panel Discussion on ‘Quality Assurance Methods in IGNOU’ was held. Dr. P. Sivaswaroop, Regional Director, IGNOU RC Nagpur, Dr. S.R.Komavar, Former Coordinator, IGNOU Study Centre, & Associate Professor, PG Dept. of Law, RTM Nagpur University; Mr. Ramamurli Konduri, IGNOU MCA graduate and DGM-Photogrammetry, ADCC Infocad Pvt. Ltd., Nagpur; and Dr. R.S. Madan, Former PIC, IGNOU Program Study Centre for PG Certificate in Oral Implantology at Sharad Pawar Dental College, Wardha were on the panel. 
Dr. Sivaswaroop while initiating the Discussion acknowledged the support of all concerned, in progressing the activities. He listed the various activities achieved during the last one year. He announced that from the Central Jail, Nagpur Study Centre 7 Prisoners successfully completed their MA in Sociology and 1 completed MA in English. During the discussion, he said that IGNOU starts a programme after a need based survey, the study material in IGNOU is prepared by the best available experts in the country. The same study material is provided both to a learner at a village or to a learner in metropolitan city or a learner in a foreign Study Centre like in Dubai, Singapore or Malaysia. It is in tune with the IGNOU’s motto of international quality education at the doorstep. Similarly, the same exam paper is given for students, across the Globe at the same time schedule. Even while opening study centres, the availability of Physical Infrastructure relevant for the proposed Programmes and also the availability of Acdemic Counsellors is ascertained.  IGNOU also verifies the academic credentials of the academic counsellors, he added. Dr Sivaswaroop said that IGNOU appoints observers at various exam Centres, including those in Jail Centres, for fair conduct of Exams. 
Dr. Komavar said he is educated from conventional education system and also employed in same system. IGNOU gave him a opportunity to know about Open Education Systems. He said IGNOU stands for Quality Education, care is taken at every step. He further said that IGNOU is dealing with 3 million learners, a population more than a small country population.
Dr. Madan said that IGNOU learners in medical programmes are selected on the basis of a competitive exam and hence good students with a desire for learning are joining. Study centre staff are also appointed after a scrutiny from different levels. The counseling sessions are also frequently inspected by regional centre academics, he added.
Mr. Ramamurli Konduri said that he has done his MCA from IGNOU with distinction in 2004. The way of analysis and steps for pursuing a programme are very clear even with the SLM (Self-Instructional Materials) in the absence of a classroom teacher. IGNOU programmes are useful for all those, who are interested in life-long learning. Because of the quality matters he experienced in IGNOU during his MCA tenure, he is presently pursuing his Management studies with IGNOU. He further shared that he transformed from a data entry operator with a salary of Rs. 2500/-  p.m. to the post of DGM with a salary jump of several fold.  Dr. Rashmi Batra, PIC, IGNOU PSC, & Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry, Institute of Science, Nagpur said through IGNOU she come across so many people, who are struggling hard to make their livelihood and also, still want to pursue courses of their choice.  Dr. V. K. Dubule, PIC, IGNOU PSC, VNG Institute of Arts and Social Sciences, Mr. Ankush Dhengre, Coordinator, IGNOU Study Centre, Nagpur Central Prison, Dr. Vikas Singhal, ARD and Dr. R. Meena, ARD were also present. 
Dr. Imnainla conducted the programme and presented vote of thanks.
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