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 “RSC West India IYC-Challenge Symposium 2012 at Nagpur”
 Leading Scientists talked on Chemistry for Future: Changing Frontiers
The two day RSC (Royal Society of Chemistry) West India section sponsored symposium on “IYC-Challenge Symposium 2012” was held at Napgur on 31st August and 1st September 2012. The first day event was held at Institute of Science and the second day at the Department of Chemistry, RTM Nagpur University. Dr. Sourav Pal, Director, CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, Pune and Honorary Chairman of RSC, West India Section said that till now RSC West India has been conducting programmes at Mumbai and Pune only and through this programme RSC has initiated activities for the first time at Nagpur, the hub of central India. The sessions were attended by large number of PG students, teachers, research scholars and scientists from various organizations. 60% of the participants were PG students from places like Parbhani, Amgaon, Nanded, Chandrapur, Gondia, Amravati, Wardha and Akola. The two days events were divided into series of lectures by eminent experts from various premier institutes of the country like IIT-Mumbai, IIT-Chennai, IISC-Bangalore, TIFR- Mumbai, IISER-Pune and Bhopal. 
At the inaugural function of the first day, Dr. Sourav Pal, Director, CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, Pune and Honorary Chairman of RSC, West India Section, in his keynote address said that Chemistry has been primarily driven by structures, but chemistry of future would be driven by function. Thus, a new way of understanding chemistry would be important. He also highlighted that chemistry would play a major role in many spheres, especially energy, environment and healthcare. He emphasized on the spirit of innovation and hoped that this symposium would be a great success. Dr. M. T.  Bharambhe, Director, Institute of Science in his presidential address acknowledged the Royal Society of Chemistry for funding the symposium and for selecting Institute of Science as the venue for this event of scientific feast. Dr. P. Sivaswaroop, Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre Nagpur and Convener of the symposium in his introductory note said that chemistry touches everyone at all walks of life, and at this time of knowledge explosion, it is essential for everyone to keep abreast with the latest happenings, and hence, this responsibility of knowledge disseminations through this symposium.  Dr. Rashmi Batra, Co-convener of the symposium gave a warm welcome to the galaxy of scientists and future scientists and encouraged all to benefit out of the symposium.
During the symposium Dr. Sourav Pal, Director, National Chemical Laboratory, Pune and Honorary Chairman of RSC, West India Section spoke on ‘Nanoworld: A Quantum-Classical correspondence?’ and elucidated the concepts of size-dependence of properties in simple terms. Prof. Girjesh G. Govil, Retd. Scientist from TIFR, Mumbai spoke on ‘Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR): A Voyage from Molecules to Human’. Prof. K. P. Kaliappan from IIT Mumbai gave his presentation on ‘The role of organic synthesis in drug discovery’. Prof. Hotha from IISER Pune spoke on ‘Gold Catalysis for Glucoconjugates’. Prof. Prasanjit Ghosh, IIT Mumbai spoke on ‘Understanding the N-Heterocyclic Carbene Influence’. Prof. I. N. Namboothiri, IIT-Mumbai spoke on ‘Catalytic Asymmetric Approaches to Aminophosphonates ‘. Dr. Chakrapani from IISER Pune spoke on ‘Design, Synthesis and Study of Prodrugs of Reactive’. Dr Ramaswami Gopalan, Advisor to RSC West India Section and the main architect of the two day programme, conducted the Programme lively and gave details of RSC and its Membership details.
Contd. 

The second day activity at Department of Chemistry, RTM, Nagpur University started with the Inaugural session chaired by Prof. V.S.Sapkal, Vice Chancellor, RTM Nagpur University. In his presidential address, Prof. Sapkal thanked the RSC for choosing Nagpur University as the venue and evinced keen interest in entering MoU with RSC for further activities in teaching and research. He also appreciated the collaborative initiative of IGNOU Regional Centre, Institute of Science and RTMNU for organizing such unique scientific events. Dr. Sourav Pal said the RSC will look forward for many more activities at Nagpur in future. Prof. Girjesh Govil, Dr. P. Sivaswaroop, Convenor and Dr. L.J. Paliwal, Co-Convenor also shared the dias.

During the symposium, Prof. Doble Mukesh from IIT-Chennai spoke on “Polymers as Implants”, Prof. K.K.Balasubramanian, IIT-Chennai spoke on “The story of Librium and Valium- A Billion Dollar drug”, Dr. Arindam Choudhary, IIT-Mumbai spoke on “Single Molecue/Nano crystal fluorescence microscopy to understand complex systems”, Prof. K.V.R.Chary, TIFR, Mumbai spoke on “Rudiments of multidimensional NMR”, Dr. Jayant Khandare MRSC from Piramal Life Sciences spoke on “ The Role and Implications of Macrome Biology”, Prof. G.Mugesh from IISC, Bangalore spoke on “Regioselective deiodination of Thriod hormones, Dr. Abhijit Choudhury, MRSC from Piramal Lifesciences spoke on ”Signaling pathway modulation in cancer inflammation and Dr. Vishal Rai from IISER-Bhopal spokeon “Making Friends With Chemoselectivity”. 
 On the whole, the two days were charged with chemistry atmosphere in both the institutions. Students were highly excited to listen to such eminent scientists. Even some of the college teachers also expressed the same opinion.

   (Dr. P. Sivaswaroop)

         Convener
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