`INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY

Distance Education Council

Minutes of the 35th meeting of the Distance Education Council held on Wednesday, the 10th March, 2010 at 10.00 am in the Board Room, Block-8, IGNOU Campus, New Delhi-110068.

……………………………………………………………………………………….....

The following members were present:

1. Prof. V.N. Rajasekharan Pillai, VC, IGNOU


Chairman

2. Dr. N A Kazmi, Secretary, UGC




Member

3. Prof. Naresh Dadhich, VC, VMOU 



Member
4. Dr. S. B. Singh Bhadauria,
Member BOM, IGNOU

Member

5. Prof. P. Purushotam Rao, Member BOM, IGNOU

Member

6. Prof. Sandeep Sancheti, NIT, Surathkal



Member

7. Prof. Manjulika Srivastava, Director, DEC


Secretary


The following members could not attend the meeting:

Ms. Vibha Puri Das, Secretary, MHRD / nominee; Prof. H.A Ranganath, Director, NAAC; Prof. A.K Bakshi, Director, ILLL, University of Delhi; Prof. Kalyani Anbuchelvan, Vice Chancellor, TNOU; Prof. Arun Sadhu, Former Professor, University of Pune; could not attend the meeting. 

The Chairman, Distance Education Council welcomed all the members. He welcomed the new members and appreciated the contribution of the outgoing members. In his opening remarks he briefly dwelt upon the structural changes that are coming up in the higher education system. 

Thereafter the following agenda items were taken up for discussion:

Item No. 35.1: To confirm the Minutes of the 34th Meeting of the Distance Education Council held on 18th November, 2009 and action taken report
The minutes of the 34th Meeting were circulated to all the Council Members. No comments were received and the minutes were confirmed.  

Thereafter the Action taken report was presented by the Director, DEC which was also noted. 
Item No. 35.2: Legal opinion on the Joint Committee of UGC-AICTE-DEC 

The Council noted the legal opinion received from Advocate, Mr. N. Murali Kumaran on the roles, powers and statutory authority of the Joint Committee of the UGC, AICTE & DEC. It noted the stand taken by the UGC in its counter affidavit filed before the Andhra Pradesh High Court. It was ALSO noted by the Council that the Joint Committee is a Committee of UGC-AICTE & DEC to streamline the process of recognition and to avoid the duplication of efforts by these three apex bodies, and the DEC has not delegated any of its statutory authority to the Joint Committee. The MoU was signed with UGC and AICTE to foster single window processing for recognition of general, technical and professional programmes offered through distance mode by an Institution. The MoU was placed before the 90th Board of Management meeting of IGNOU held on 22.05.07 and was also noted in the 29th meeting of the Distance Education Council held on 20th June, 2007. The UGC has already communicated the acceptance of the MoU by the Commission. The AICTE till date has not communicated any acceptance of the MoU by its Council. It was also noted that in so far as the regulation of distance education is concerned, the Distance Education Council is the sole Statutory authority to regulate the distance education in the country as per the IGNOU Act 1985, passed by the Parliament of India. It was reiterated that the IGNOU may take steps as deemed necessary for promotion, coordination and maintenance of standards, through DEC. The council also noted the Powers and Functions of DEC as per IGNOU Act 1985. 
The Council noted the difficulties arising because of the non-workable clauses of the MoU signed by the three bodies namely UGC, AICTE and DEC. The Council also noted the duration of the Joint Committee which is ending on 9th May 2010. 
Item No. 35.3: Territorial Jurisdiction in offering programmes through distance mode

The Council in its 28th meeting held on 23rd March, 2007, had decided that jurisdiction for offering programmes through distance mode will be as per the Acts and Statutes of the concerned university. However, in the ninth Joint Committee of UGC-AICTE & DEC held on 17.08.2009 regarding territorial jurisdiction for offering programmes through distance mode, it was decided that the latest UGC notifications will prevail over all previous notifications and circulars of the DEC. 
The Council considered the roles and responsibility and the authority of the Joint Committee and decided that the Joint Committee can not supercede the Statutory Authority of the Distance Education Council. The Council noted that the distance education and online education cannot have the Territorial Jurisdiction and it was decided that in case of Central Universities and the State Universities, the Territorial Jurisdiction will be as per their Acts and Statutes for offering programmes through distance mode. The Territorial Jurisdiction in case of Deemed Universities will be as per UGC which mandates the prior approval of the UGC for opening Centres / off Campus Centres outside the Headquarters. The Territorial Jurisdiction in case of Private Institutions (other than Universities) will be as decided by the Joint Committee. 
Item No. 35.4: Proposal for revision of norms and guidelines for release of development grants

The Council noted the revised norms developed by the Distance Education Council and it authorized the Chairman, DEC to constitute a Committee for revising the existing norms for development assistance. It was also decided that the development assistance can be given for establishment of Research Centres; research fellowships and PG scholarships. The Council also decided to constitute a scholarship scheme which can be named as DEC fellowship for research and post graduate studies. It authorized the Chairman, DEC to constitute a Committee for preparing a detailed proposal on the UGC pattern. The Council also decided that the development assistance can be provided as block grant and the Universities may be requested to submit proposals to DEC for appropriation in various heads 
subject to a maximum limit of 20% for construction activities. The Council decided to do away with the practice of procuring pre receipt bills before the release of the grants. It desired that the grants may be released through electronic transfer and there is no need for any receipt of the pre receipt bills for this purpose.
Item No. 35.5: Reports of all the visits for recognition / approval
The recommendations of the duly constituted expert Committees were accepted by the Council and the recognition was accorded to the following Institutions along with the programmes as recommended by the Expert Committees.
	Sl. No.
	University/Institution


	Recommended
	Period of Recognition

	
	OPEN UNIVERSITY
	
	

	
	Uttar Pradesh
	
	

	1.
	U. P. Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Allahabad

	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	CENTRAL UNIVERSITIES 
	
	

	
	Pondicherry
	
	

	2.
	Pondicherry University, Pondicherry
	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	


	
	DEEMED UNIVERSITIES
	
	

	
	Andhra Pradesh
	
	

	3.
	Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati

	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Haryana
	
	

	    4. 
	Maharshi Markandeshwar University, 
	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Maharashtra
	
	

	5.
	NMIMS University, Mumbai
	Yes 
	3 Years 

	6.
	Dr. D. Y. Patil University, Pune
	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	GOVT. INSTITUTIONS
	
	

	
	Delhi
	
	

	7.
	Institute of Rail Transport, New Delhi
	Report awaited

	
	
	
	

	
	PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS
	
	

	
	Karnataka
	
	

	8.
	Bharatiya Vidya Foundation, Bangalore
	Report awaited

	
	
	
	

	
	Maharashtra
	
	

	9.
	Balaji Institute of Modern Management, Pune
	Yes
	3 Years

	10.
	Mumbai Education Trust, Mumbai
	Yes
	3 Years

	11.
	Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti, Wardha
	Yes
	3 Years

	12.
	Symbiosis Centre For Distance Learning, Pune
	Report awaited

	
	
	
	

	
	Tamil Nadu
	
	

	13
	Confederation of Indian Industry Institute of Logistics, Chennai
	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Uttar Pradesh
	
	

	14.
	BLS Institute of Management, Ghaziabad
	Yes
	1 Year

	
	
	
	

	
	STATE GOVT. UNIVERSITIES
	
	

	
	Andhra Pradesh
	
	

	15.
	Acharya Nagarjuna University, Guntur
	Yes
	3 Years

	16.
	Andhra University, Visakhapatnam
	Yes
	3 Years

	17.
	Sri Padmavati Mahila Visvavidyalayam, Tirupati
	Yes 
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Assam
	
	

	18.
	Gauhati University, Guwahati
	Yes
	3 Years


	
	
	
	

	
	Haryana
	
	

	19.
	Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
	Yes

	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Karnataka
	
	

	20.
	Bangalore University, Bangalore
	Yes
	1 Year

	21.
	National Law School of India University, Bangalore
	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Punjab
	
	

	22.
	Punjabi University, Patiala
	Yes
	3 Years

	
	
	
	

	
	Maharashtra
	
	

	23.
	University of Mumbai, Mumbai
	Yes
	3 Years

	24.
	North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon
	Yes 
	3 Years (2010 onwards)

	25.
	Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati
	Yes 
	3 Years 

	
	
	
	

	
	Tamil Nadu
	
	

	26.
	Alagappa University, Karaikudi
	Yes
	3 Years

	27.
	Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai
	Yes
	3 Years


The Council also desired that the observations of the Expert Committees wherever mentions may be communicated to the concerned Institutions for the compliance. 
Item No. 35.6: Any other Item with the permission of the Chair

The following agenda were taken and the decision accorded as under:
Status of Recognition:
The Council noted the status of applications of Institutions who have applied to DEC for recognition. The Council ratified the decision taken by the Chairman, DEC for extension of recognition for the Institutions who have applied to DEC and whose visits are under process. The Council noted the shortage of staff at DEC and desired that more staff may be engaged for timely completion of the process of recognition of the Institutions. The Council desired that the visits may be conducted within six moths of acceptance of the proposals complete in all respects. The Council also decided to authorize Chairman, DEC to continue with the formation of the Committees drawing experts from the panel submitted by the AICTE and the UGC nominees as provided by UGC. 
Status of Plan Grant received from MHRD and released by DEC
The Council noted the status of the grants received from MHRD and the disbursement by the DEC. The Council also put on record its appreciation for the DEC for timely disbursement of the grants. 
Cosmic Business School
The Chairman, DEC had constituted an Expert Committee to visit the Cosmic Business School, New Delhi and submit recommendations for according recognition for distance education programme. However, as per a decision taken in the last Joint Committee meeting of UGC-AICTE-DEC, it was decided that only such programmes will be considered which are also offered through regular face to face mode. The Cosmic Business School is offering programmes only through distance mode and is not offering any programme through regular face to face mode.

The Council noted that the Cosmic Business School is not offering programmes through regular mode and is also not recognised by the AICTE. Hence the request of the above Institutions may be kept in abeyance till such time the above Institution is recognised by AICTE for offering regular programmes. 
Cliniminds Academy for Clinical Research, Training and Management

The Institute Cliniminds, Academy for Clinical Research Training & Management is a private Institute established under the companies Act 1956. The Institutions is offering P.G. Diploma in Clinical Research through regular mode. The Institute has sought approval of 12 certificate, Diploma and P.G. Diploma level programmes in clinical research area. The Council noted that the Cliniminds Academy for clinical research training and management is not recognised by the UGC or AICTE and is not offering programmes as per UGC nomenclature. Hence the proposal of the Institution may not be considered by the DEC. 
Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra
The Council noted that on the recommendations of an Expert Committee that visited the Dayalbagh Educational Institution (deemed University), Agra, the Joint Committee of UGC-AICTE-DEC in its 9th meeting had accorded recognition to Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra for offering certain programmes through distance mode. Now the Institute desires to offer certain additional programmes in addition to the 9 sanctioned programmes. It decided to consider the request of the Institution and authorized the Chairman, DEC to take a decision on the basis of the recommendations of a duly constituted expert Committee for the purpose. 
To ratify the decision to accord recognition to SMU, Sikkim and PTU, Punjab

The Council noted the acceptance of the compliance report submitted by the Sikkim Manipal University, Sikkim and Punjab Technical University, Punjab. The Council ratified the decision taken by the Chairman, DEC to accord recognition to these Universities for a period of three academic years w.e.f. academic year 2009-10 to academic year 2011-12 for offering programmes through distance education mode.
MoU of DEC with TEC of Mauritius.
The Council noted the visit report of the Mauritian Delegation jointly arranged by UGC, ID and Distance Education Council at DEC on 5th March, 2010 at 1.00 pm. The Council decided to go ahead with the MoU between TEC and DEC and authorized the Chairman, DEC to take a decision in this regard. 
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
(Prof. V. N. Rajasekharan Pillai)

Chairman 
Date: 10.03.2010
Time: 10.00 am – 11.30 am

Place: Board Room, IGNOU, New Delhi
