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INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY
Indian Sign Language Research & Training Centre
The first meeting of the Standing Advisory Committee met at 1500 hrs on 21th Feb, 2012 in the Conference Room, VCO, IGNOU. 
The following attended the meeting. 
1. Prof. M Aslam


Vice - Chancellor, 
Indira Gandhi National Open University
2. Shri Pankaj Joshi

Jt. Secretary, 

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

3. Shri S. Paridhan


Dy. Secretary (IFD), 

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

4. Mr. A.S. Narayanan

General Secretary, 

National Association of the Deaf

5. Mr. Murali Kuppusamy

Director, 

Deaf Leaders Association

6. Mr. Champak Kr. Sen

General Secretary,

Society for the Deaf

7. Ms. Jayshree Raveendram
Founder & Executive Director,
Ability Foundation

8. Mr. Arun C. Rao


President,
Association of Sign Language Interpreter, India

9. Mr. Sunil Sahasrabudhe

Director,
Ishara Foundation

10. Prof. R. Rangasayee

Director,

Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for the Hearing Handicapped

11. Dr. Savithri 


Director,

All India Institute of Speech & Hearing

12. Dr. Srikant Mohapatra

Regional Director,

Indira Gandhi National Open University

13. Mr.Mohd. Shafique

Faculty,

Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for the Hearing Handicapped

14. Prof. Ulrike Zeshan

Director, UCLan’s iSLanDs
International Institute for Sign Language & Deaf Studies, 

15. Dr. J.P. Singh


Member Secretary,

Rehabilitation Council of India

16. Prof. Madan Vasishta

Chief Adviser,

Indian Sign Language Research & Training Centre, IGNOU

17. Mr. Sudhir Reddy

CPO, (Special Invitee) 
CMD, IGNOU

18. Prof. A.K. Singh


Director (I/c),

 Indian Sign Language Research & Training Centre, IGNOU

The meeting started with an introduction of all the members of the meeting.

Prof.  A.K. Singh welcomed the chairperson and members of SAC. He termed ISLRTC as a historic institute sponsored by MSJ&E. He reported that the revised plan for the building of ISLRTC has been prepared. He added that recruitment of staff for ISLRTC would be done under as per ,UGC norms, IGNOU rules & regulations and keeping in view the Govt. of India , MSJ&E Order No 4-12/2009 Nl dated 21st July,2011 . Qualifications for the posts have been finalized on 9th February, 2012 and very soon the posts will be advertised after the approval of statutory bodies of the University. Also Computer Division & Library have already started the process of procuring the products for the Deaf people suggested by Prof. Madan Vasishta and the staff members of ISLRTC.
Dr. Madan Vasishta, Chief Advisor ISLRTC made a presentation regarding long & short term plans of the ISLRTC. The short term plans of ISLRTC would include :
Establish collaborative relationships via MOUs with the RCI, NIHH and other government and major NGOs; call a Round Table Meeting of deaf leaders; conduct an Interpreters needs assessment meeting; conduct an ISL teachers needs assessment meeting; call principals and teachers of schools for the deaf meeting; hold meeting of parents of deaf children; four-week Interpreter Training Program (the first of these is tentatively planned for June-July, 2012); prepare brochures on goals and activities of ISLRTC; organize orientation sessions on deafness to IGNOU officials; set up ISL classes on IGNOU campus; find and select a brand ambassador for ISL; videotape, public service announcement using brand ambassador; have services for short term engagement of faculties from abroad; establish MOUs with foreign universities specializing in areas that pertain to ISLRTC goals; Appreciation and Certification Courses in ISL, deaf awareness and bilingualism and develop modules to train master trainers for bilingual education of deaf children. 

Thereafter, Dr. Vasishta dealt with the following long term plans of ISLRTC : 

Diploma, B.A, and MA Degree level programs for Interpreters’ training; Diploma, B.Ed, M.Ed and Ph.D. level programmes in deaf education following the bilingual model for teaching deaf children; B.A. and M.A. degree level programs in linguistics, deaf studies and deaf culture; ISL classes for parents of deaf children and general public and regular workshops in the area of ISL teaching, interpreting and bilingual education; establish four regional centres of ISLRTC (south, northeast, central and western India); Licensing for interpreters, sign language teachers and bilingual educators; developing examination and scoring system for licensing of various professionals trained at ISLRTC in collaboration with NIHH and RCI; establish and maintain a laboratory to research linguistic aspects of ISL, interpreting and bilingual education.
Sh. Pankaj Joshi, Joint Secretary, MSJ&E found a lot of positive happenings with ISLRTC and was satisfied with the activities and plans suggested by Prof. Madan Vasishta. Sh. Joshi mentioned that the Centre will be funded by the Ministry from the Annual Budget Plan of the Ministry. The requirement is to nurture and administer ISLRTC as a special Centre because it caters to the needs of special community. He added that plans should have their time frame.
Smt. Savitri suggested to have some plan for research activities in ISLRTC, as it is a research & training centre. She also suggested making arrangements for the placements of Deaf people along with BA and MA degrees and diploma programmes.
Mr. Arun Rao thanked Hon’ble VC for providing full support to ISLRTC and suggested to have regional level meetings of various stakeholders proposed by Prof. Vasishta so as to reach the Deaf Community in a better way. According to him the problems and issues can be discussed from region to region. He also suggested training interpreters at the national level so that all government offices, courts, hospitals, etc. could create the post for interpreters. 
Mr. J.P. Singh suggested that Deaf should be given preference for jobs in ISLRTC, and deaf should be adequately represented in the interview / selection committees. 
Mohd. Shafique also suggested the earlier view and added that people with right attitude and sign language skills are needed to create positive Deaf culture in the country.
Mr. Sunil stated that ISLRTC is an autonomous centre sponsored by MSJ&E and it should be run as per the approval of the government.

Mr. Murali wanted that focus should be on research on various medical equipments that can be used by Deaf Community. An awareness should be created in the medical field among Deaf Parents & Deaf Children.

Mr. Champak suggested that Sign language education is to be provided to large number of people so that a large number of Deaf teachers could be available in the country. He also suggested that since in most parts of the world, deaf organizations have a deaf-hearing ratio of 80 – 20, ISLRTC should have 60 – 40 ratio for the Deaf .
Mr. Rangasayee came forward to provide his assistance and support to the Centre until it gets fully established. He suggested to have the activities that would include a creation of the list of organizations & stakeholders for the Deaf in the country. He also suggested creating a list of headcount  of Sign Language Users. 
Mr. Sudheer Reddy CPO, CMD ,who was special invitee, mentioned that a plan has been prepared with the built up  area of 10000 sq. mtrs. approximately with 4 floors which costs up to Rs. 25 crore .
Ms. Ulrike Zeshan who attended the meeting through skype suggested that the Deaf Community should be trained to become good interpreters & trainers and there should be a system of using people from abroad for staff development programs in ISLRTC. She also suggested to have MOUs with different centres /institutes running for the Deaf and a lot of emphasis should be put in for the development of the Deaf culture. 
Hon’ble VC and the Chairperson in his address stated his commitment for the establishment and development of the Centre. He appealed to the members representing different organizations to contribute to various activities of the centre for the betterment of the community. He said that the centre will get the shape sooner and there shall be sub-committees of linguistic people that can guide us on the research policies. He appreciated to have plans at regional level and national level. He further stated that IGNOU has 64 Regional Centers in which 5 are in North East Region. Moreover, he added that a network can be established with the Deaf Community through the regional centers of IGNOU. He said that there shall be no compromise on the qualifications laid down by UGC and govt. of India, as it is mandatory. However, special care will be taken to ensure proper representation of the Deaf Community. He said that MSJ&E and IGNOU are keen to have the Centre in a most effective way provided that right people play their role in lifting up the Deaf community for the betterment of the centre. He mentioned that the seminars and programmes will be planned out in the month of May after the arrival of Dr. Madan Vasishta.

The meeting ended with expression of gratitude to the Chair & the members of the Standing Advisory Committee.
