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MINUTE$ OF THE TI{ENTY-FIRST MEETINO (URGENT MEETING} OF THE
ACADEMIC COUNCIL OF THE INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY
HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY 2A, 1999 AT lI.OO A.M. IN THE CONFERENCE
.ROOM, BLOCK - 8, IGNOU CAMPUS, MAIDAN GARHI. NEW DELHI _ 110 068.

Th* f ol 'l owi ng w*r# Pr*sent I

'I . Prof . Abdul l{. Khan, Vic*-Chanc*l lor
2 " Prcf . V. S. Pr"asad
3 " Prof " K. N. Tri pai:h i
4. Prof , 11.R. Jagannathan
5, Pr*f. $hohita Jain
S. Fr"of . V.V. Ms"ndke
7. Prc'f . A.l'{. A$arual
S . Plof " M. M. Pa.nt
9. Prof. 8, $. Saraswqt
1il. F t'of . Rak*sh l{hurana
1 1 . Dr. A. R. Khan
17. Dr. N*ela Jagannathan
1 3. Dr. R. $reedher
14. Dr. F.K. Mehta
i5, fir. R"R' Rau.*aria
1f, . Ms. Kameshwari Mur"LhY
i7. Sr. Ruchika Kuba
1S . Prof . Prabha Chaw'l a
i 9. Prcf. S " C. 0arg
2.* . 0r. M. V. Lakshmi ReddY
?.1 . Dr. Ani ta f i gh*
2?-. Prof . D.l(. DasguPta
73. Pr$f . P.V. Irrdiresall
24, Prof. D.C" $urana
2F. Shri P. R. Swerup
2$. Shri K.t(. Mltthu
27. Sr. P.N. Pandit
2*. ftr'. $r.rbha.sis t{aji
?-(). Pi'*f . C,S" Narasimhaiah
3$" Shr'i P.V. Sureeh
31. $hri K,J.S. Ptasada Raoo Registra.r

Chai rman

Mslnber-Secr:etarY

presenll

i

Prof . M. Aslaino Prof . (l{rs. ) Madhuiika Kaushik, f'1s' Kumud
Sharna, $r'. S. Ramani, Dr. N.H. Antia, tlr' J'S' Yadavao Dr'
Gerson da Cunha, Prof . Kriehna Kumar and Prof , K.N. Pen'ikkar
could not attend the meeting.

Shri s. D*bn Aseis'Lo.nt Regislrar tGavertance), was
to a'*s i st the Cou nr: i I .

Before th* items of agenda" we1+ tak*n up, Prof . v.s' Praeed,
Pri: Vice-Chancel lor, with the perm'ission (}'f f he Chair, informed
the Arademic council of the sad and sudden demise of Mrs' lthan'
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wife of Prof. Abdu'l ld. Hhan, on April 07, lqggexpressed its profound sorrow e.nd,conveyed itsProf' A.td. Khan and other members of the L..."".c
. The Counci Jcondolences to
fami i y.

Prof . Khafr expre$$ed hi s gratitude to the counc'i 1 members f orthe kind sentinenbo expressed.

The Vic*-Chancsllclt' on behalf of the Acadernic Council, placedon record the appresiat,ion of bhe Counci I for the contribut.ionsmade bv the following rnernbers whose rnembersh'ip of the Academic
Cor.t rrr: i 'l ended i

Prof. Pandav Nayak
Prof. Pradeep Sahni
Dr'. G. Thomas-
Dr. S . Kannarr
Dr'. 8.$" Khanna
Shli 0.14,F. Raja $ingh
Ms . R'i to. Sarka.r
F4s . Poonam Bhushan
$hri D. C. Pant

, Prof. Ram Pratap
. Dr" C.K. Ghosh
. Sr. Asad Nizam

The V i ce*Chancel 'l or
f a1 l ou i ng netrr m€.mbers :

also extended a h,arm welcome to the

Pr'of . Rakesh Khurana
Prof . {}4rs. } Frabha Chawla
Pr'r:f . S.C. garfi
Dr. R. Sreedherl
Dr. Anita Digh*
Dr. A. R. Khan
Sr'. $ubhasis Maji
Dr. P. N. Pandit
Dr. R.R., Rausaria
Dr. {f"lrs" } Ruchika Kuba
Dr, M.V. Laxmi Reddy
Shri P.\i. Sur'esh
$mt . Kameshwari Mur.thy

Th* f o1'lowi ng i tems were taken up:

ITEM NO. 1 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE zOTH MEETING OF THE
ACACIEMIC COUNCIL HELD ON FEBRUARY I7, 1999 AND TO
NOTE TT{E ACTION TAKEN THEREON.

ldhen the lten was considerod, the Vice*Chance'lJor
steted that $ome comtne.nts were received from some
of the membors and as desired by the Chairman, the
|4ember-Secretary read out those comments " The
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comments wsre col.is.i dered and the f o'l I oui ngcrrrections/modifications are made to the Minutesof the ?0th l{eeti ng of the Academic counc.i T h*l d
crn February 17 , lgggt

(i) Resolutia.n |,1_q_- &_Q ]_S*JJ - The word$ "maybe con$idered" appearing in the 14th Iine
be deleted.

The Resolution after the correction
read as below:

ui 11

"AC 20.1.2 * In rsference to the comnrents
of a rnember on the decisir:n vide Resolution
No.AC 19.11.1, the Vice-Chancel]or
clarified that the recording of Resolution
No.AC 19. 11 . 1 'rdas as per the dec.is"ion of
the Cou nc i I arrd needs no revl s i on .

However, i f the Schoo"l of Heal th Sc.i ences'is af the v'iew that entrance test is not
necessary i n vier+ of ' 'limited nurnbsr of
appl icants r d. decis-ion to this ef f ect can
be cot'rsidered by the Academic Counci 1

afresh. Prof. Agarwal stated that due to
probl+ms pf, logistics and cost, €tc. vis-a-
vi s the number of students for B . Sc.
( Nursi ng) Entrance Teet, it would be
appropriate to have screening of student
appl'ications as a criteria for adm-ission by
droppi ng the i dea of ho'l di ng an entrance
test. The Academic Counci'l " accordingly,
accepted the suggestion not to have
entrance test f or admi ss.i on to
( Nursi ng ) Pr'0graarne. "

8. Sc.

word *for"
replaced by

l,ti th thi s

{ii }

(iii)

tiv ) fie*olut'ion Ng_._ SC. e9--_9l. - The
appeari n* i n the 3rd 'l'ine b*
the uords " beg'i nni ng f rom" .

Rssolutiqn No. AC 2A.?,3 The word
"education" i n th+ 'last I i ne be replaced
w'ith "school mathematics", so as to read
"teaching of prirnarv school mathematics".

Resr:lution No. Ac 20.q. t .: The existins
Resolution AC 2A,4.1 be read as below:

"The Counci1 ratified the actlon Lakefi by
the VicerChancellor in approving eva'luation
methodolsgy for Bachelor in Tourism $tud'ies
a$ proposed in the Agenda Note.
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addition,
beJow:

the Resolution wi 1 1 tead

"The Council tatified the action taken bv
the \li ce-€hancel I or i n approvi n-q the
prop*sal for changi ng over to academic
fjowr"ts begi rrni ng f rom the 1Oth Cotrvocatiotr
lo be held on Slrnday, March 14, 19*? . "

iv) 8sse.1-U-t-i-An Nc. AC 7Q..17^1 * Th* Resolution
relates to the ManaEement Programme and
si nce no comtn*nt* were rsceived f rom the
$ch'oo1 of Management Stud'ies, 'it was
decided that no chanqe need to b* made in
lhe Reso]ution.

(vi) BeAqrufi-A-t No' &g 20.13.e - The word "it"
b€ inserted nett*een the rr/ords "otherwise"
and "should" in the sth lirre.

AC ?1 .1 .?

The R+solution after the corroction will
read as belou:

"Ac 20' 13'2 - rt was informed hlv Registrar
tfrat the Reseatch Counci 1 was constituted
but the Counci I has not been made
operational. The V'ice-Chancel lor wa$
emphatic cn the point that any Programm+'
be i t r"esearch ori ented or otherwt se 'it should be ensured that a]1 inf ormatior"r
relati ng to the Progra.mme be made
available with the concerned School so thal
the decision taken is sound befon*
launchi ng of bhe Progt'amrne" He f urther
stresse;d that the $chools should weigh 'its
faculty *apabilities in ot'der that anv
course/prograftme can qlo through *ach stage
of its launchi ng i n a tinre bound and
effective t*4y."

t vi"i ) Resol ut i qn No$ . AC ag-,--!-4J 8, drC ?B ! | 4 . 4

it uas felt that the Resolutis$ as recorded
undet these turo Resolutions is cotrect and
that no change is needed.

blith the abov+ correctianslmodifications ' the
Academic csu.ncil confirmed ths Minutes of its 20th
meeti n$ held on Februa.ry 17, 1999. Th* Counci l
aleo noted th*r action taken theresn'
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ITEM NO. 2

AC 21.2.1

ITEM NO. 3

AC 21 .3.1

TO REPORT
UNIVERSITY.

ON THE TENTH CONVOCATION THEOF

Th* Academ'ic cnunci J note'd tha.t Tenth convocationhtas held on March 14, l ggg as *"n"Cri"a. Smi.Ma"hasvela Devi, Eminent t{riter 
"no i"ciar workerrwas auarded fhe Oegree of D.L-it. tnonoris causa).Dr. l(aran singh, Member, Rajya sabhi r*as-the chiefGuest uho de]ivered th+ convocation Address. Thecr:unciI nated that ai,rs0 *tuJenis - received

D'i plonas and Degrees. The totar ilumber ofcand.i dates who qual i f -i *d i nc -l ud.i nq f t o** whoqualified for certificate programm*u,- coills$ to33'11I. A sta.tement giving the-detairs .is pla.cedeb Appendix - 1.

TO CONSIDER AND APPRO\IE THE PROGRAMMES IDENTIFIEDFOR THE VIRTUAL CAMPUS INITIATIVE.

{ 1 ) The Board cons.i dered the Programmes'identified
Initiative

for the Vi rtual CampusProf. M.M. Pant o Director,school of computer g rnformation $cienc*sr.r\rlrDrr rutvuur lnlt.tated dgtaiIeddel iberations otl the proposals. In h.is
{ socrs } , IGNOU, initiated

(?)

t3)

summary presentabion to the members throughvisual repre$entations of the viriualCampus In'itiative, he informed tha.t the
Mi rri stry of Human Resource $evelopment
tMHRO ) has recognised the potential ofIGNOU f or launchi ng programmes i rr Interrretand Satellite commun'ication technolog.ies asalso i n the creation of virtuaiinstitutions and for meetincj thesechal'lerrges that come aJong uith the v.irtuali nsti lutions.

The members conqtratu-l ated the Vi ce-Chancel lor for securi ng the f und f or if,*development of e one y**r course frorn t.heDepaqtment of Electronic"c, MHRD i; in*f i el d of IT progra.mmes .

Prof. Pant i nformed the members that theSOCIS is bruilding upon its experience andcornpetancy of TVlftadio and Satellite basedlearrri ng. Its recent experience i n i nter*etbased delivery of courses, is causlng anirnpetus for' th* development of the viitua-icampus. The members b/€re "i nformed thai:
th]:- qpproach of the Virtuat CarnpusIn'itiative on computer and informatisn
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I

t*chnalogy is also in part a fulf.ilrnent of
ltrq recent pelic'ies of the Government ofIndia fr.$ reflected in the reco$mendationsof the National Task Force tNTF ) forInforniation Technology (IT) and Software

approach, th* Government of lndia hasenvisaged tha.t 'Virtual Inst.itutions i ndifferent parts of the country shall be setup to achieve excel'lence i n distanceeducation'. While referring .lo the
background and tra.nsition to neivork based
l earni ng, P rof . pant sai d that .,thetransitton to network based education
requires appropriate change in the attitud+and sk'i 1l s of the teachers n learners *nUthe admi ni strators . Tovrarde thi s end, t,heSOCIS has been alr+ady organisi ngocca$ional on-site progra.mme$ .in areas *u"ias use of computers and i nternet i n
educat i on . These wer+ done .i ncol laborat-ions with CEMCA , CSI, UgEFI,et*. On the basis of the experiencege.thered in the last couple of years, it islrotl poe$'ibje to have a prac.f i cal j y
implementa.ble plan for of ferinS courses 1na virtual mode. IONOU, with its largestorehouse of aeademic knor*ledge anUdistance education ard eduiationaitechnology expertisen is in a key position
to leverage its strength to be able toemerge a$ a 91oba1 plaver i n c$urse

. delivery and devalopment of learningrssources for virtua'l mode of education.
t4) The virtual campus rnitlativa seeks to set

i n place the appropriate i nfrastructure
required at the development end, th+'l*arner end and the network to create &sca'lab1e model for h.igher-end IT training
conforming to internationa'l standards. Th;
mai n asset of the Vi rtual Campus i s "i t.s
i nte'llectual capital and i$ wou.ldassiduously create a frameworkpfotecting and fully utilizing

Deve'loprnent.
recommenda.t i orrs

In one of its maior
1n supporti ng thi s

for
theinte'l1ectual property generated or acqiliredby it. Schenratic representations given byProf. M.H. Pant is appended at Appendix

2.

Prof. Pant, having introduced the proposals
for Programmes identified under Virtual
Carnpus Initiative, the Cha'irman cal led for
detailed discussions on the proposals,

i5)
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AC 21 .3.2

AC ?1.3.3

In th-e cour$e of detai ledfol lowi ng viev,rslissues were
delilrerations, the

expressied/rai sed:
(i)

( i"i )

At present, thq UniversiLy is running itscomputer based courses uhrlre there arelarge nunrber of students at differentstages of registration/eva'iuatiorr. Som"members wanbed to know whel;her steps frivebeen taken to allay any J,ear tfrat *u,give rise in the minds of the enrolledstudenbs i n ant-i c-i pat i on oi,' th; p""po""Aprogrammes bej nql more f I ex i bl e , su peri orarrd g1obe.11v competitive .in nature.
Whether the various operat.ional D.ivisions1i k* the Regional ' Serv.lces Divi sion( RSD ), R+gionaJ Centres and StudentRegistratiorr & Evaluatlon ,iSR&E ) Divisionare ready to shou I der these addi t.i onaloperat'ions i n terms of *.npo**i.i nf raebructui-e and other r{}gui rements .

( i'i'i ) kdhether the
trra.ssed by theaff*cbed by

exi st i ng sernester
Academi c Coir nc i I

the i ntrodur:t-ion
system i n thetrim*ster

pi'ogrammes

system
wi I I be
of the
proposed

(iv)

{i)

{ii )

l{hether. the curri cu I um anrJbhe programmes wi I I be der;iUniver.sity or by Ed Excel.

syi labus of
gned by the

to theProf . l'4.f'l. pant, "in his clarificrrt.ionspriints/issues raisedo stated that :

Thg F1-oRos*d programmss wi l l not cause anyset brack for the existin,) 
"tuJ"ni" ofcomputer progra)Rmes ; rather , t h*r* wi I Isuppl einent the exi st i ng prog nsmntss throuqhimproved version of gionai tv *"*p"l;;;;;

Student Registration an,JD'ivision wil"l be the nod,rlentrance and al I other exatn.iother ag*ncy r,ri"l I conduct an /

Regional Services D-ivision wi.ll continue togive Student Support but ,in an efect,ronicerrvironment.

and technolog'ica11v i n:rsysf j ys ITProgrammes

Eval uat i on
poi nt for

nations. No
exami nat'i on.

{iii}
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(iv)

(v)

(vi i

Trimester System is being experimented to
distinguish ib frorn normal University
Prograrnme for the t,'ime being. Later it may
be revi ewed i f neL'essary .

Curriculum and Syllabus was considered and
a;:pr"oved by the Schaol Board f or a'l'l
Pr'ogrammes. The Ed Excel Syl labus was a
starbing po'rnt and soTfle part of it has been
'i nc1 uded as per IGNOU I s needs

The learninE materials
*nti reJy by School
Information Science
be'irrg paid for th'is.

are bei ng deveJoped
of Computer &

and the University

AC 21 .3 .4

AC 21.3.5

A{: ?1.3.6

Prof. Pant further mentioned that the legal
agreements betveen the parfies such as, fGilOU and
Ed Excel , operational respons'ibilit'ies, various
academic aspects reiating to the launch'ing of the
pi'ogrammes vis-a-vis the requi rements of the
operational divisrons lJere taken cal'e of ,

Prof . Pant re'itsrated that so f ar as the'individual success or fai'lure 1n any part,icuJar
pi'ogralnne is conce'rned, it depends upon indiv'idual
effort and value adclit{on by the students so far
as fhe ability is concerned. He said that in the
evaluatiorr of IT prof*ssional courseslcurriculum,
'i t has to be measur*d agai nst i nternat i onal
standards " Prof . Pant candl dl y shared wi th t,he
mernbers that it is a high risk proiect and in the
collrse of runnirrg r:f the prosrammes, he asssrted
tha.t there vi I1 be conti nuous and susta,i ned
monitoring and *valuabion of the Programme right
from its launchi ng. He furbher assured the
Academ'ic Cou nc'i I that the degree of g . I " Tentirely an IGNOU Quaiification.

1$

The Vi ce-Chancel'lor observed that the qua'l itv of
interventions hry the members of the Council has
been of hiqh s[andard touching every aspect of
the proposed prograrlmes. He was also happy to
note that for the f "ir"st time only orre agenda item
has been brought to the Council and discussed
threadbare "
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AC 21 .3,7

AC 21.3.e

AC 21 .3 "9

AC 21.3. t0

l:]"n*:? in^ Jaunching the programme.
rrame i i *"u r";*;l];;;i'T";ffinoff?:""illli;r".ll: .::I:'ing Groupis July, lqgg

The vice*chancerror i*formed the menrbers that thelJniversitv i n the cnurse of its -ii";.it 
i n thedistance education has develi,p*a certai ninf rastructure w'ith which the rcNou- is-capaute ofdelivering this type of p.og""**""- 'I*'nu" 
of theview that the society 

"f 
j";;; r,u* atreadybenef itted bv the prog.***** 

"i-;fi*. u"Tr"rsitv -indiverse fielcls and spn"."*. iar,rou-u,iuj*ntu lookf orrlard f 'r i nnovat i ve p."tj.irr""' i i"* i i n* r+i ththe techno'rogical i nnovati"ns intr development ,

Ilti" was properly art jculated by the, Universitv i nits presentation.to the Departmenb rif Erectronicsat the time of discussion betr+"*n i,f," Secretary,D*partment of_Erectronics, rrii"i'.:r=-or MHRD andDirectors of rnstibutions rike rri*,-";l RECs whoare al so ca1 l9d to present the.i l p"opo*.ls . Hestressed that IGNOU si"rouid not onj:, clter to thepopulation of the country but a'rso *'rrorid make aneffort to cross the frontiers and crmpete 91obal1vin the sector of education. The s1:renqth of thedistance eduu-at"io'r system i:es' ii ;i;;""Tnnovar.ionsat"rd flexi bi I i'ty, he asserted.

In respons+ to Lhe concern sho,r+n lly the memberson the operationa'r aspect of irt*' proposedprogramrn$s' the vice-cha'cerror men.r;ioned thai h;wi I1 consf itute a Monito,ri nq grt:uO "-ro 
f ol lovrthrough the preparedness of bhe Uni.rersity vis_a_vi s the schoor of computer anrJ r nf ormat-i on

The Vice*Chancellor has urged theto consider the various points
members of the Counci I whi leprogramme and also refer this toGroup for its consideration.

D irector ( SOCIS )'aised bv the
i m1>1 eme nt i ng t he

':he Moni tor-i nq

'lon,
in
be

ion

Havi ng *orrs'idered the course conteirts ) duratyll::-* !1" members _ asreed rh;t p;- Di pi omaI nf ormat i on Technol ogy shou l cJ be ,;ha,rq"i ";;called as "Advanced ' Diploma i r informatTechrrol ogy "
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AC 71.3.11

The meetin=q ended with a vot,e of thanks to the Chair.

l{ith the abov+ observatloneAiiodi:f ilcations, the
Cnunci'l approved the Detailed Programme Raport
( DPR I For.m { Phase*3 ) of t[ei.f,o1'lowi hg]' programmes
Gs praposed in ,t6g agenda,note; ,, , ,l

t i ) Bachel orr i n I nf o'rmat ton Techrio'lo*y { BIT )

(ii ) Advanced ttiploma in Information Technology

ti1.i}0ip.!omain,.$y51emEngi:neer.i.ng...

,{'ABDUL-.: t{ r..., IHAN I
Vi ce-Ghhncel'lor
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