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Indira Gandhi National Open University
(School of Continuing Education)

Minutes of the 6274 Meeting of the School Board of SOCE held on 12t Nov. 2020

The 62 Meeting of the School Board of School of Continuing Education (SOCE) was held on 12t Nov.
2020 from 10:30 am to 3.30 p.m. through virtual mode via Google meet. The following members were

present:

1. Prof. Heena K. Bijli : Chairperson
Director, SOCE, IGNOU

2. Prof. Deeksha Kapur Ex-officio Member
Professor, SOCE, IGNOU [under 10A 2(a) & (b)]

3. Prof, Rekha S. Sen Ex-officio Member
Professor, SOCE, IGNOU [under 10A 2(a) & (b)]

4. Prof. R. P. Singh : Ex-officio Member
Professor, SOCE, IGNOU [under 10A 2(a) & (b)]

5. Prof. Neerja Chadha Ex-officio Member
Professor, SOCE, IGNOU [under 10A 2(a) & (b)]

6. Prof. Farzana Alim Member [under 10A (2) (e)]
Department of Home Science
Faculty of Agriculture Sciences,
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh

T Prof. S. P. Mishra, Member [under 10A (2) (e)]
Former Vice Chancellor (DEVA Sanskrit
Vishwavidyalaya), Haridwar

8. Prof. Rita Raghuvanshi Member [under 10A (2) ()]
College of Home Science
G B Pant University of Agriculture &Technology,
Pantnagar, Uttarakhand

9. Prof. Vrinda Datta Member [under 10A (2) (e)]
Centre for Early Childhood Development & Research, '
Ambedkar University, Delhi

10. Prof. Vijayshri : Member [under 10A (2) (d)]
Professor '

11.

12,

School of Sciences,IGNOU

Prof. P. V. Suresh Member [under 10A (2) (d)]
Professor .

School of Computer and Information Sciences,

IGNOU

Dr. K. S. Arul Selvan Member [under 10A (2) (d)]

Associate Professor
School of Journalism and New Media Studies,
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IGNOU

Dr. Mohammad Saleem Member [under10A (2) (d)]

13.
Assistant Professor
School of Foreign Languages, IGNOU

14. Dr. S. K. Palit Member [under 10A (2) (c)]
Associate Professor, SOCE, IGNOU

15. Dr. Gurupada Saren Member [under 10A (2) (c)]

Assistant Professor, SOCE, IGNOU

Prof. Anjali Karolia, Dean, Faculty of Family & Community Scjences and Professor of Textiles and
Clothing, the M.S. University of Baroda, could not attend the meeting.

At the outset, the Chairperson extended a warm welcome to all the membt.e.rs of t.he School Board. She
specially welcomed the new members of the School Board of SOCE - Prof. V‘l_]ayshl.'l, Professor (School of
Sciences), Prof. P.V. Suresh, Professor (School of Computer and Information Sciences), Dr. K. S. Arul
Selvan, Associate Professor (School of Journalism and New Media Studies) and Dr. Mohammad Saleem,
Assistant Professor (School of Foreign Languages) and introduced all the members to the Board.

Before placing the agenda items of the meeting, the Chairperson made a bri_ef presentqtion of the visipn,
mission, disciplines, programmes and enrolments in the School of Continuing Education. The following
Agenda Items were then placed in the meeting:

To confirm the Minutes of the 61stMeeting of the School Board held on
13t Sept, 2019.

Item No.1

The Chairperson informed the School Board that the draft minutes of the 615t Meeting of
the School Board of SOCE, held on 13t Sept. 2019, were circulated to the members. Since
no comments were received, the Minutes were considered as final and circulated to all the
School Board members. :

SB 62.1.1

SB 62.1.2 The Board confirmed the Minutes of the 615t Meeting of the School Board.

To note Action Taken Report with respect to the decisions on the Agenda
Items of 615t School Board Meeting.

Item No.2

SB 62.2.1 The School Board was informed about the Action Taken regarding the various activities

approved during the 61*Meeting of the School Board, in the tabular format placed below:

Title of the Item
To consider and recommend the list of
Course Writers for the Revision of
Master of Science in Dietetics and Food
Service Management (MSCDFSM)
Programme

Action taken by the School
Revision work was allotted to Course
Writers. Revised units were received and
CRC has been sent to MPDD for printing

Item
SB.61.3

SB.61.5

To consider and recommend the Editors
for the two-year Advanced Diploma in
Early Child Development and Education

The Block 6 of Course 2 assigned to

Dr. Shubhra Chatterjee has been edited and
returned by her.

Practical Manual 1 of Course 1 has been
edited by Dr. Neerja Sharma

SB.61.6

To consider and approve the proposal
for development of 2 credit Course title
“Persons with Disabilities and their
Rights’ jointly by SOCE and NCDS

A meeting of the Committee for Developing
the SLM of the 2 credit Course titled
“Persons with Disabilities and their Rights’
were held on 17t January 2020 under
Chairpersonship of Prof. Rekha Sharma
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SB.61.7

To consider and recommend the
Committee for the preparation of the
SLM of the 2 credit Course titled
“persons with Disabilities and their
Rights’ jointly by SOCE and NCDS

Sen. The Course outline with 4 Units for 2
credits Course was discussed and finalized.
The work of writing the units was allotted to
Course writer. The NCDS faculty was
entrusted with the task of holding discusses
with each School individually and discuss
the ways and means of incorporating the
various elements of the two credit Course in
their courses.

A meeting of the Committee will be called
once the SLM for 4 Units is submitted and
NCDS has completed its dialogue with
various schools.

SB.61.8

To consider and recommend the list of
Paper Setters for Masters of Arts in
Rural Development (MA(RD)

Approved list of paper setters has been
communicated to SED for necessary action

SB.61.10

To consider and recommend the list of
evaluators for Masters of Arts in Rural
Development (MA(RD)

Approved list of evaluators, has been
communicated to SED for necessary action

SB.61.11

To consider and approve the revised
eligibility criteria for admission to Post
Graduate Diploma in Counselling and
Family Therapy (PGDCFT) and Master
of Science in Counselling and Family
Therapy (MSCCFT) Programme

The revised eligibility criteria for admission
to PGDCFT and MSCCFT, subsequent to
the SB approval of the same, were
approved by the Competent Authority. The
revised eligibility criteria for admission to
PGDCFT and MSCCFT were duly
incorporated in the IGNOU Common
Prospectus July 2020, as well as the Online
Admission Portal July 2020.

The Academic Council's  Standing
Committee, in its 52nd meeting held on
17.7.2020, ratified the action taken by
the Competent Authority in approving the
revised eligibility criteria for admission to
Post Graduate Diploma in Counselling and
Family Therapy (PGDCFT) and Master of
Science in Counselling and Family Therapy
(MSCCFT) Programmes.

SB.61.12

To consider and approved the
rationalization of quantum of Practical
reports required to be submitted for
evaluation with regard to the
Supervised Practicum Courses of
PGDCFT and MSCCFT Programmes

The changes have been duly incorporated in
the Manuals of Supervised Practicum and
the Internship Manual. While some
Manuals have gone for printing, the others
are at the proofs stage.

SB.61.13

To consider and recommend the list of
Evaluators for Diploma in Panchayat
Level Administration & Development
(DPLAD) Programme

Approved list of evaluators has been
communicated to SED for necessary action

SB.61.15

To consider and recommend the names
of Course Writers for the programmes
Post Graduate Diploma in Rural
Entrepreneurship and Management
(PGDREM) and Master of Arts in Rural
Entrepreneurship and Management
(MREM)

The names of the Course Writers approved
by the last School Board for the Programme
Post Graduation Diploma in Rural
Entrepreneurship and Management
(PGDREM) have been included in the List
of Course Writers. They have been
contacted for the course writing purpose.
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SB 62.2.2 School Board noted the Action Taken with respect to ATR Items.

Item No.3 To consider and approve the Minutes of Expert Committee Meetings
related to revision of Master of Arts in Rural Development (MARD) Courses

i.e. MRD-101, MRD-102, MRD-103, MRDE-101, RDD-6 andRDD-7.

SB 62.3.1 Prof. R.P. Singh, Programme Coordinator, Master of Arts in Rural Development MA(RD)
informed the School Board that the Discipline of Rural Development had planned to
revise all the Courses related to CRD/PGDRD/MARD. All the Courses of Rural
Development are of six credits each. But the number of Blocks of the print materials of
these Courses varied form 3 Blocks to 5 Blocks and number of Units in Blocks varied from
3 to 8 units. In the pre-revision exercise efforts have been made to group Courses into two
i.e. i) Courses required thorough revision and ii) Courses required minor revision. Efforts
have been made to organise the contents of each Courses in 4 Blocks and each Block in
revised version will have four Units. The School Board SOCE had approved the Phase
Zero Form for the revision of six Courses (required thorough revision) and list of Expert
Committee Members for the revision in its 59t meeting held on 5% October 2018. These
Courses are-

MRD-101 : Rural Development : Indian Context

MRD-102 : Rural Development Programmes

MRD-103 : Rural Development Planning and Management

MRDE-101 : Rural Social Development

RDD-6 : Rural Health Care

RDD-7 : Communication and Extension in Rural Development
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After the approval of Competent Authority, Expert Committee Meetings were
organised which finalised the Course structure, identified the Unit writers/additional
Unit writers and content editors of all six Courses. The CA had also approved the
Minutes of all the six Expert Committee Meetings to avoid delay in the process of
revision. The approved Minutes of these Expert Committee Meetings were placed for
consideration and approval of the School Board. ’

The Board went through the Course structure of the 06 Courses and made the
observation that the Unit nos. listed in the revised structure for every Course have to
be changed and have to be numbered in continuation till the end of the Blocks.

Prof. Vijayshri expressed that the broad structure with Unit detailing was not given in
the Course structure and should be detailed. She further highlighted that the
function of the School Board is to approve the minutes, course writers and editors,
even though the Competent Authority has approved them. Prof. R.P. Singh and other
members from SOCE stated that the Units were detailed out and discussed at length
in the Expert Committee Meetings and as per previous practice in the School since
several years, Unit detailing does not get presented in the Course structure. The
Board felt that this revision was a progressive step towards the MARD programme

which is of national relevance.

SB 62.3.2 With the above suggestions and observations, the School Board considered and
approved the Minutes of Expert Committee Meetings related to revision of Master of
Arts in Rural Development (MARD) Courses i.e. MRD-101, MRD-102, MRD-103,
MRDE-101, RDD-6 and RDD-7.

ItemNo.4 To consider and recommend the names of paper-setters, moderators and
evaluators related to CRD/PGDRD/MARD and BRDE-101.
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SB 62.4.1

SB 62.4.2

Ttem No.5

SB 62.5.1

SB 62.5.2

Item No.6

SB 62.6.1

SB 62.6.2

Item No.7

SB 62.7.1

Prof. R.P. Singh, Programme Coordinator, Master of Arts in Rural Development MA(RD)
presented the list of paper. setters, moderators and eva]uatgrs related to
CRD/PGDRD/MARD and BRDE-101for consideration and recommendation of the School
Board.

The School Board considered and recommended the same.

To consider and approve Phase Zero: Revision Form for the minor revision
of Courses related to MARD i.e. MRD-004 Research Methods in Rural
Development, MRDE-002 Voluntary Action in Rural Development, MRDE-
003 Land Reforms and Rural Development & MRDE-004 Entrepreneurship
and Rural Development.

Prof. R.P. Singh, Programme Coordinator, presented the agenda item by informing the
Board that the Courses MRD-004 and MRDE-002 of MARD are having 4 Blocks each and
each Block has 4 Units. In these two Courses updating is required. Other two Courses
MRDE-003 and MRDE-004 have 3 Blocks each and each Block has 5 Units. These two
Courses need reorganisation of contents in 4 Blocks in which each Block will have 4 Units.
He presented thePhase Zero: Revision Form for the minor revision of Courses related to
MARD i.e. MRD-004 Research Methods in Rural Development, MRDE-002 Voluntary
Action in Rural Development, MRDE-003 Land Reforms and Rural Development, and
MRDE-004 Entrepreneurship and Rural Development for consideration and
recommendation of the School Board.

The School Board noted the significance of the agenda. Prof. Deeksha Kapur expressed
concern about the necessity of keeping Expert Committee Meetings if it is going to be a
minor revision and if it is a major revision it will need to be placed before the Academic
Council for approval. Prof. R.P. Singh clarified that although it would be minor revision,
he would need to organize Expert Committee Meetings to strengthen the programme

_content. The revised programme structure of these Courses, after the Expert Committee

Meetings will be placed in the subsequent School Board.

With the above clarifications provided by Prof. R.P. Singh, the School Board considered
and approved Phase Zero: Revision Form for the minor revision of the above Courses

related to MARD.

To Consider and recommend the List of Experts for the Courses — MRD-004,
MRDE-002, MRDE-003 and MRDE-004.

Prof. R.P. Singh, Programme Coordinator, presented the list of Experts for the Courses —
MRD-004, MRDE-002, MRDE-003 and MRDE-oo4for consideration and
recommendation of the School Board.

The School Board considered and recommended the same.

To consider and recommend the additional list of Course Writers of the
programme - Post Graduate Diploma in Rural Entrepreneurship and

Management.

Dr. S. K. Palit, Programme Coordinator, presented the additional list of Course writers of
the programme - Post Graduate Diploma in Rural Entrepreneurship and Management,
which is under development in the Discipline of Rural Development, for consideration
and recommendation of the School Board.
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While going through the list it was observed by the School Board that proper details al?out
a course writer in terms of subject area / affiliation were not given. The Board advised
that providing proper information regarding course writers is important so that School
Board members know their details before approving them. Dr. Palit provided clarification
for the same. ,

SB 62.7.2 With the above suggestions that should be taken care of in future, the School Board
considered and recommended the list.

Item No.8 To consider and recommend the list of Doctoral Committee members for
Ph.D. in Rural Development, Discipline of Rural Development.

SB 62.8.1 Dr. Gurupada Saren, Programme Coordinator, Ph.D. in Rural Development presgnted the
list of Doctoral Committee members for Ph.D. in Rural Development for consideration
and recommendation of the School Board.

The Board observed that apart from the designation and contact details, area of
specialisation of each member should be mentioned in the proposed list, as it is very
important for a Doctoral Committee to have those members whose specialisations go with
the topics of research.

SB 62.8.2 With the above suggestion for incorporation of the above details in future, the School
Board considered and recommended the list.

Item No.9 To consider and approve the Minutes of Doctoral Committee Meeting of
Discipline of Rural Development, that was held on 315t October 2020

SB 62.9.1 Dr. Gurupada Saren, Programme Coordinator, Rural Development presented and placed
the Minutes of Doctoral Research Committee (DRC) Meeting of Discipline of Rural
Development that was held on 315t October 2020 through virtual mode (Google Meet)for
consideration and recommendation of the School Board

The Board noted the Minutes. Prof. Vijayshri made an observation that there is no clarity
in the Minutes regarding the word ‘presentation.’ It has to be clearly mentioned in the
Minutes whether it is the Ph.D. student’s first mandatory seminar, second mandatory
seminar or presentation of the work progress report as stated in the research ordinances
of IGNOU. The Board advised that in the future DRCs it may be taken care that there is a
clear mention of these with differentiation and are minuted accordingly.

SB 62.9.2 The School Board considered and approved the Minutes with the above suggestion for
inclusion of above details with clarity, in future Doctoral Committee meetings and its

Minutes.

Item No.10 To consider and approve adoption of standard university norms for practical
academic counseling sessions of PGDCFT and MSCCFT.

SB 62.10.1  Prof. Neerja Chadha, Programme Coordinator informed the School Board that the
modular programmes Post Graduate Diploma in Counselling and Family Therapy
(PGDCFT) and Master of Science in Counselling and Family Therapy (MSCCFT) were
launched in 2010 and that these programmes are running successfully with a steady
increase in enrolment. Thus far, payments for academic counselling sessions for practical
courses are being made on per student basis; as per the approval for the same in 2010.
However, there is now a felt need to shift to the pattern of group academic counselling, as
per normal IGNOU practice and payment norms, for the practical courses of PGDCFT and
MSCCFT. She then presented a composite picture of the agenda item, referring to the
programme structure of PGDCFT and MSCCFT, the existing payment norms approved in
2010, as well as the standard IGNOU payment norms approved by the 129th Finance
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