
l GNOU -- 
M I N U T E S  OF THE E I G H T H  MEETING OF THE P L A N N I N G  BOARD OF 
THE I N D I R A  G A N D H I  N A T I O N A L  OPEN U N I V E R S I T Y  H E L D  I N  THE 
O F F I C E  OF T& P N I V E R S I Y  f?T YMCA CULTURAL CENTRE. 

I 
S I N G H  ROAD. PEW D E L H l  VONDCIY, flUGUST 28. 
1 9 B V  A T  14.kd HOURS. -- 

T h e  fo l l oq ing  w e r e  presents 

1. Prof .  G. Ram R e d d y ,  V i c e  C h a n c e l l p r  - C h a i r m a n  
2. Pro f .  E.V.  C h i t n i s  - M e m b e r  
3. P r o f .  M. S a n t a p p a  - M e m b e r  
4. P ro f .  S h a h i d  S i d d i q u i  - M e m b e r  
5. D r .  ( M r s )  J y o t i  H. T r i v e d i  - M e m b e r  
6. P ro f .  M.V. P y l e e  - M e m b e r  

S h r i .  K. N a r a y a n a n ,  R e g i s t r a r  - M e m b e r  
G e c r e t a r y  

P r o f .  B.S.  S h a r m a ,  P r o f .  D.D. Joshi,  P r o f .  R.J .  
G a r d e ,  P r o - V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r s ,  S h r i .  C.R. P i l l a i .  
D i r e c t o r  (P lanning and T e a c h e r s  A f f a i r s )  and S h r i .  S.N. 
S h a r m a ,  Finance O f f i c e r  at tended t h e , m e e t i n g  by s p e c i a l  
i n v i t a t i o n .  

I 
B e f o r e  the agenda w a s  taken up f o r  considerat ion,  

P r o f .  M. S a n t a p p a  conveyed the f e l i c i t a t i o n s  and good 
w i s h e s  on behalf  o f  the Planning Board and on h is  o w n  
beha l f  t o  P r o f .  G. Ram R e d d y  on h i 6  a p p o i n t m e n t  as 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  Common Wealth of Learning. He 
a l so  w i s h e d  t o  p lace  on record  the v a l u a b l e  
contributions m a d e  by P r o f .  R e d d y  i n  shaping and 

, . 
developing a p r e m i e r  na t i ona l  i n s t i t u t i o n  l i k e  the 
I GNOU. 

2 P r o f .  Ram R e d d y ,  w h i l e  r e c i p r o c a t i n g  the 
s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  by the m e m b e r s ,  thanked t h e m  f o r  .. 
t h e i r  va luab le  ass is tance and w i t h o u t  w h i c h  i t  w o u l d  
not  have been possib le f o r  h i m  t o  d ischarge h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of b u i l d i n g  up the u n i v e r s i t y .  . 

T h e  B o a r d  then took up the agenda f o r  
cons idera t ion;  

I T E M  NO. 1 TO CONFIRM THE M I N U T E S  OF THE SEVENTH 
M E E T I N G  OF TkIE PLCINNINO BOCIRD H E L D  ON 
OCTOBER 31, 1988. 

T h e  m i n u t e s  o f  the  S e v e n t h  M e e t i n g  of 
the P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  he ld  on O c t o b e r  31, 
1 9 B B  w e r e  c o n f i r m e d .  

I T E M  N 0 . 2  TO CONSIDER R NOTE ON THE FORMULCITION OF 
THE E I G H T H  F I V E  YEAR P L A N  OF THE 
U N I V E R S I T Y .  

- 



8.2.1 The Planning Board considered the 
document prepared by Shri. C.R. Pillai, 

I 
Di-ector (Planning & Teachers Affairs) 
which had been circulated to the members 
earlier. The Board'congratulated Shri. 
Pillai on the excellent work done by 
him. 

6.2.2 During the course of discussions on the 
proposed framework for the eighth plan, 
the following points were made: 

The conceptual framework envisaged in 
the document to provide a new thrust to 
the programmes and courses of the 
University involving education and 
training in functionally useful areas 
was a bold initiative. . The University 
should take immediate steps to 
concretise this framework into an 
innovative programme of action. 

The most important requirement for 
framing courses in functional areas is 
the preparation of teaching - learning 
materials. Active involvement of 
employing agencies is essential , for 
preparing such material. The University 
should therefore initiate a dialogue 
with major . employing agencies to 
identify specific manpower needs, the 
type and nature of courses that can be 
formulated etc. 

lnvolvement of these agencies is also 
essential in the programmes of education 
and training. Recognition of industrial 
and training establishments, etc, as 
study centres has to be considered. 

(iv) Establishment of a network of Open 
University and Dietance Education 
institutions, involving also the 
Directorates of Correspondence Courses 
of Conventional Universities would be a 
major effort at widening access to 
soclally relevant education as well as 
at restructuring the programmes offered 
by the conventional system. 

I f  the prop1 ,sed programmes have to be 
successfuI 1\. implemented, it is 
necessary 1.u secure the involvement of 
the Statt: .overnments and Universities 
who w have to make appropriate 



p r o v i s i o n s  , i n  t h e l r  S ta tu tes ,  e t c  t o  
enable them t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  
network. and t o  seek accreditation of  
t h e i r  courses, r t c .  I t  would there fo re  
be necessary t o  d iscuss t h i 6  mat ter  w i t h  
the  S ta te  Governments. 

The Plannlng Board endorsed the  
framework proposed i n  the  docunlent and 
decided t h a t  the  f o l l o w i n g  Committees 
may be c o n s t i t u t e d  t o  prepare d e t a i l e d  
plaris: 

8.2.4 1. Committee f o r  Courses, Programmes, 
Methodology and Students Support 
Serv ices;  

2. R separate Committee f o r  Engineer ing.  
Technology & Hea l th  Sciences. 

3. A Committee f o r  evo l v i ng  Management 
S t ruc tu res .  

8.4.2 The Planning Board au thor i sed  the  Vice- 
ChancelAor t o  c o n s t i t u t e  t he  Committees 
as i n d i c a t e d  above. 

. @ITEM NO.S TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL ON RESERRCH 
FACILITIES flT IGNOU. 

ITEM NLI. 4 T O  CONSIDER INFORMALLY THE DRAFl 
ORDINANCES ON: ' 

. . 
2 (i) M. P h i l  Programme 

(ii) P.hD Programme 
(iii) Recogni t ion o'f Research 
Laborator ies/Research I n s t i t u t e s  as 
Centres t o  gu ide research under t he  
IGNOU . 
The above two i tems were taken up 
together  f o r  cons idera t ion .  Members 
wrlcomod the  propoaal t o  i n s t i t u t e  
programmes lead ing  t o  research degrees 
of the  U n i v e r s i t y .  They f e l t  t h a t  the  
research programmes o f  t h e .  U n i v e r s i t y  . 1 n o t  be conceived e n t i r e l y  on tl-,~? 

pactern o f  those o f f e r e d  by the  
convent iona l  U n i v e r s i  t i e s .  Dur ing t t n r .  
course o f  d iscuss ions,  the f o l l o w i n g  
s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s  were made: 

I t  w i l l  n o t ' b e  poss ib le  f o r  :.IIC 

U n i v e r s i t y  t o p rov ide  in-ht>t~k.t: 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t ak ing  up d i s c i p l i n e  .- 



based research programmes. Most of the  
research work f o r  degree programmes w i l l  
t h e r e f o r e  have t o  be done ou ts i de  the  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  research l abo ra to r i es .  
i n d u s t r i a l  establ ishments,  and o the r  
cen t res  which can p rov ide  adequate 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

The U n i v e r s i t y  should permi t  competent 
p ro fess iona ls ,  i n c l u d i n g  serv ing  
personnel,  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  degree 
programmes. w i t hou t  necessa r i l y  l i n k i n g  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  requirements t o  pre- 
determined academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

To begin w i t h ,  the  U n i v e r s i t y  need t o  
6 e t  up o n l y  one Board f o r  Research 
Studies.  A11,Schools can be represented 
on the  Board. Such a Board can a l s o  
p rov ide  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach 
which i s  very  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t he  type  of 
research t h a t  t he  IGNOU should promote. 

&s i n  the case o f  o the r  programmes, 
there  should be some f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  
respect  o f  mat te rs  l i k e  admission 
requirements, du ra t i on ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
,superv isor /gu ide,  e t c  i n . t h e  case o f  
research programmes. 

8.3&4.2 As f a r  as t he  d r a f t  ordinances were 

3 concerned, members suggested c e r t a i n  
s p e c i f i c  amendments. These are: 

I n  t he  ordinance on the  M.Phi1 Degree 
Programme, t he  f o l l o w i n p  amendments may 
be made: 

(i) I n  para 9.3 the  word "defence" 
i n  t he  l a s t  sentence o f  t he  
paragraph may be s u b s t i t u t e d  by 
t he  word "p resen ta t ion" .  

(ii) I n  Para 1 0 . 1  the  word " f o u r "  
appearing a f t e r  t he  words " w i t h  
panel o f  n o t  l e s s  than" and 
before t he  ' word " ex te rna l  
examiners" be s u b s t i t u t e d  w i t h  
t he  word " two". 

(iii) Paragraph " 1 3 "  #nay be 
renumbered as paragraph "12 ".  

I n  t he  Ordinance on the  Doctor  o f  
P h i l o s o p h y  (P.hD) Programme, t h e  



f o l  lowing amendments may be made1 

(i) I n  para 3 ( 1 )  ( b ) .  the  words "or  
a t  a  p lace  r e c o ~ n i s e d  by the  
U n i v e r s i t y "  be i n s e r t e d  a f t e r  
t h e  word " U n i v e r s i t y '  and 
be fo re  the  punc tua t ion  mark 

I 8  . I, 
I .  

(ii) I n  para 7 (  1 )  of thm above 
Ordinance, t h e  word " f i v e  
years"  appearing t h e r e i n  may be 
s u b s t i t u t e d  by t h e  words " e l g h t  
years" .  

(iii) I n  para 12.3, the  sub paragraph 
beginning w i t h  the words "If 
the  candidate  decides t o  r e p l y  
t o  the  po in t s /obse rva t i ons  .... 
s h a l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  v iva-voce 
Board" and i n  i t s  p l ace  the 
f o l l owrng  be added: 

"If the  candidate .  decides t o  
r e p l y  t o  t h e  
po in ts /observa t ions  r a i s e d  by 
.an examiner and i f  the  r e p l y  i s  
n e i t h e r  accepted by t h e  
examiner nor  r e t r i e v e d  by the 
candidate t h e  mat ter  s h a l l  be 
r e f  e r red  t o  the  Fnur t h  
Examiner. The F o u r t l ~  Enamlrier 
s h a l l  g e t  the r e p o r t  from the 
prev ious Examiners f o r  t l i s  
views be fo re  the  mat te r  s h a l l  
be r e f e r r e d  t o  the  v iva- vocc 
Board". 

I n  the Ordinance r e l a t l n g  t o  r e c o g n r t l u ~ l  
o f  the Research Labora to r ies ,  t he 
r u l l ow ing  amendments may be made: 

I n  the heading, the  c d o r - J  

" I n d u s t r y "  be added b a f o r r  I lbe 
word "Research LaboratrJr i I..,'' 
and the words " N t , . . k : t r  cI-I 
Centres" be added a f t e r  rllt? 
words "Researrh I n s t i t u t e s " .  

I n  paragr~ t ; lh  " I " ,  t l i e  word ' 1 n d u t ; t . t ~ '  I IC- 

~ l t r o r l ucec l  before, the word " H c b . ~  .I!-( t~ 
Labord t o r y "  and the words " o r  a Hese,sc:h 
Centre" be &lde.4 a f t e r  the  words "a 
tteseerch l n s t  i t c r k C ' ~ .  



8.38t4.6 T h e  B o a r d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t ha t  the V l c e -  
C h a n c e l l o r  m a y  t a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  t o  
ge t  the d r a f t  o r d i n a n c e s  r e v i s e d  i n  the 
l i g h t  o f  the observatrons/suggestions 
m a d e  by the B o a r d -  

*:T.5 T O C O N S I D E R  THE PROPOSAL ON INTRODUCTION 
OF A PROGRAMME ON MASTER OF ARTS I N  
P R I N T  JOURNAL ISM.  : 

8.5.1 T h e  proposal w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  by the 
P l a n n i n g  B o a r d .  T h e  C h a i r m a n  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  there  w a s  a d e m a n d  f r o m  several  
qua r te rs  t ha t  the e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m m e  i n  

. C r e a t i v e  W r i t i n g  m a y  be c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a 
p r o g r a m m e  on j o u r n a l i s m .  T h e  P l a n n i n g  
B o a r d  f e l t  t h a t  i t  m a y  be b e t t e r  f o r  a 
w i d e r  c o u r s e  i n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  and n o t  
r e s t r i c t e d  o n l y  t o  P r i n t  J o u r n a l i s m .  
Thl? P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  e x p r e s s e d  the v i e w  
t l ~ h t  a p r o g r a m m e  should b e  a m o d u l a r  one 
 inning w i t h  a C e r t i f i c a t e  and 
b u i l d i n g  up t o  a D i p l o m a  and then t o  a 
D e g r e e  . I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  the 
proposal be r e f e r r e d  t o  the D i r e c t o r ,  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n .  

I T E M  N 0 . 6  TO CONSIDEH A PROPOSAL R E C E I V E D  FROM THE 
1 A S S O C I A T I O N  OF I N D I A N  U N I V E R S I T I E S  

REGARDING " DEVELOPING THE U N I V E R S I T I E S  
AS A U R A I N  BANK OF THE STATE AND THE 
COMMUNITY" . 

8.6.1 N o t e d  . 
I T E M  N 0 . 7  TO CONSIDER THE L E T T E R  FROM WEST BENGAL 

P U B L I C  S E R V I C E  COMMISSION REGARDING 
E L I G I B I L I T Y  OF CANDIDATES H A V I N G  
DEGREES/DIPLOMAS AWARDED BY THE OPEN 
U N I V E r I S I T I E S .  

T h e  P lann ing Board considered t he  
proposal .  A s  a U n i v e r s i t y  es tab l ished 
under an A c t  o f  P a r l i a m u e n t ,  the - IGNOU 
i s  c o m p e t e n t  t o  a w a r d  certificates, 

i p l o m a s  i r l d  degrees w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  
i t n i l a r  a w a r d s  m a d e  by any o t l le r  

i v e r s i t y .  F o r  a1 1 purposes. 
. r e f o r e ,  the d e g r e e s  o f  the IGNOU a r e  

a m p  ~ h l e  w i t h  t h e d e g r e e s  o f  other 
In i ,, ~ e s .  , III r e y a r - d  t o  the proof of 
rge r P l a n r ~ i n y  U o a r d  n o t e d  t h a t  

d e g  .e c e r t i f i c a t e s  i ssued by the 
U n l  ! r s i t i e s  d o  r i o t  m e n t i o n  the age o f  



the candidate.  I t  w a s ,  t he re fo re ,  n o t  
necessary f o r  the  IGNOU t o  introduce a 
n e w  p r a c t i c e  of  record ing  the  age of 
cand idates  on the degrees. T h e  B o a r d  
a l so  -noted t h a t  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  
as the proof of ape i s  being 
p rog ress i ve l y  i ns i s ted  upon and tha t  i t  
m a y  n o t  be necessary f o r  educat ional  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  serve t h i s  purpose. T h e  
P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  des i red  t h a t  a s u i t a b l e  
r e p l y  m a y  be sent t o  the UGC i n  t h i s  
behal f .  

I T E M  N 0 . 8  T.0 CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL ON I N T R O D U C T I O N  
OR OTHERWISE O F  THE  F A C I L I T Y  FOR 
IMPROVEMENT OF GRADES, RE- EVALUGTION 
E T C  . 
T h e  P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  considered the 
proposal. T h e  B o a r d  w a s  of the v i e w  
t h a t  the m a t t e r  c a m e  w i t h i n  the  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the A c a d e m i c  C o u n c i l  and 
therefore,  i t  should be placed before 
the A c a d e m i c  C o u n c i l  f o r  a decision. 
T h e  B o a r d  h o w e v e r  f e l t  t h a t  the  
cand ida te  should be g iven the  advantage 
of h i s  b e t t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  the area o f  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  a grade i n  the course. 

I T E M  N 0 . 9  TO REPORT FOR INFOHMATION/APPROVAL  THE 
C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  E O U I V A L E N C  C O M M I T l t L .  

8.9.1 T h e  P lann ing B o a r d  suggested t h a t  t h i s  
proposal m a y  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  A c a d e m i c  
C o u n c i l  f o r  i t s  dec i s i on .  

I T E M  NO.10  TO REPORT FOR I N F O R M A T I O N  THE SCHEDLlL lNG 
OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES AND F I X I N G  OF 
P R I O R I T I E S  I N  COURSE DEVELOPMENT. 

N o t e d .  T h e  re-sc hedu 1 i n g  o l the 
p r o g r a m m e s  as contained i n  the p r o g r a m m e  
w a s  noted. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  concluded w i t h  a v o t e  o f  
thanks t o  t he  C h a i r .  

P r o f .  G. R a m  R e d d y  
C h a i r m a r l  




