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MINUTES OF THE BIXTEENTH MEETING CF THE PLMNI NO BOARD (OF THE
| NDI RA ganDHI NATI ONAL OPEN UNI VERBI TY seELD AT UNI VERSI TY OFFI CE,
IGHOU CAMPUA (CONFERENCE ROOM, BLOCK-8), NEW DELHI-110 (068, ON
VWEDNEBDAY, JUNE 29, 1994, AT 11.00 HOURS.

The follow ng were present:

Prof. wv.c. Kulandai swamy = Chairnan
Vi ce-chancel | or

Prof. AB Bose

Prof. ¢.3, Rao

pr Mal avi ka Kar | ekar

Dr A Jamal Kidwai

Prof. J. Phili

Er T.V. Kunnunkal

Prof. s.s, Dhillon

pr K Anjanappa, Menber-Secretary
Reglstrar

CONGUION P

Dr N.C. Nigam, Dr 8. Kacker, Prof. Ram G Takwale, ©or ¢.
Ramachandran, Dr LK Deshpande, br S Kannan and br B.B. Khanna
could not attend the neeting.

br SK Gandhe, and Prof. CL. Anand (Pro-Vice-Chancellors),
and Shri CR Pillai attended the neeting as special invitees.

Before the itens On the agenda were taken up, the Chairnman
extended a warmwel come to the new nenbers of the Pl anni ng Boar d;
pr Mal avi ka Karl ekar, Fr. T.V. Kunnunkal, Prof. A Jamal Kidwai,
Prof. AB Boee, Dr SS Dhillon and Prof. GS Rao.

The Vice-chancellor also informed the Planning Board that
Prof. MM Pant, Prof. RK Gover, Shri CR Pillai and bLr P.
Rengar amanuj am have retired from the membership of the Planning
Board on the expiry of their termof office. The Planning Board
pl aced on record its deep appreciation of the significant
contributions nade by theee nenbers to its deliberations.

The foll ow ng agenda itens were consi dered:

| TEH No.1. TO CONFI RM Tug Mixnutes OF THE asTtn MEETING OF THE
PLANNING BOARD HELD ON OCTOBER 20, 1993.
PB 16.1.1 Thei Menber-Secretary infornmed that no comments

have been received from the nenbers on the
mnutes. The Planning Board confirned the m nutes
of its 15th neeting held on Cctober 20, 1993.
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ITEM NO.2 TO CconsIDER THE PROPOBAL FOR ENGLIBH FOR PRACTI CAL

PURPOBES/FUNCTIONAL ENGLIBNM (El THER ELECTIVE OR
NON- CREDI T)

P8 16.2.1 On a request fromthe Vice-chancellor, Prof. GS
Rao explained the salient features of the proposed
programre. He stated that the progranme was
Initially conceived both as an el ective course and
aa a non-credit course. However, the faculty of
t he School of Humanities subsequently reviewed the
matter and decided to offer it only as an
el ective for the Br Degree programe. It could
also be developed |later as a certificate progranm
and then as a D plona. He clarified that the
existing faculty in the School w Il undertake the
entire work relating to the devel opnent of course
materials and that no additional staff was
envi saged; the estimated cost of Rs.1000 per
student indicated in the proposal would be the
expenditure per student to be nmet by the
Uni versity.

PB 16.2.2 In the discussion that followed, the follow ng
Vi ews were expressed:

(1) Menbers generally wel coned the proposal and
felt that it would neet a felt need and
encourage the nobility of personnel engaged
in various occupations across states and
regions. It would be particularly useful for
peopl e who have pursued, or are pursuing
their higher education programmes through the
medi um of regi onal | anguages.

(ii) The programme will also be useful to students
purSU|n? IGNOU*s programmres in professiona
fields like tourism managenent, engineering
etc as an additional course over and above
the prescribed curricular structure for them

(i11)I GNOU being an Open University, should
provide greater flexibility in its programe
and course offerings. Since functiona
English has relevance and wutility, many
people would be interested to take It as a
non-credit course. It would, therefore, be
appropriate to offer the course both as a
credit as well as a non-credit course.

(iv) The University follows a differential fee
structure in that professional progranmes are
offered with less or no subsidy while sone of
the socially relevant programes are heavily
subsi di sed. It is becomng increasingly
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difficult for the University to find
resouroes to provide highl subsidised
education and therefore coet effectiveness is
an inportant consideration while devel oping
and |aunching new progranmes.

(v) A clarification was eought as to whether
functional English could be offered as an
el ective for BA Engl.ish. students. It was
clarified that in various professional areas
such as nedicine, engineering |aw etc.,
functional English is becomng increasingly
rel evant. [t was pointed out that a
di stinction needs to be nade between the need
for proficiency in English for practical
P_urposes and the need for communication and

iterature in professional fields.

After considerabl e discussion, the Planning Board
decided that the programme though generally
wel come needs further examnation and review in
the light of the obeervations nmade at the meeting

and that it may be resubmtted after the review as
ment i oned above, for further consideration.

TO CONBIDER THE PROPOSAL FOR POBT GRADUATE DIPLOMA
I N CORBUMER PROTECTI ON.

The Planning Board considered the proposal. A
clarification was sought about the structure of
the programes Jleading to the award of
Certificates, D plonmas and Post-graduat e Di pl onas.
It wae clarified that the University follows a
nodul ar pattern in which different nodules in
appropriate conbinations can lead to the award of
certificates, di plomas and degrees. Each nodul e
consists of a specified nunber of courses, and
each course has a specified nunber of credits. A
credit is equivalent to 30 hours of study tinme. a
certificate programme has 12-10 credits, a dipl ona
programme has 24-36 credits and the Bachelor’'s
Degr ee programme has 96 credits.

In the course of discussion, the follow ng views
wer e expressed:

(i) When a new programme iS proposed, it i
necessary that its objectives are defined
with a greater degree of precision and
clarity. Such a definition of the objectives
would help better appreciation of the

content, structure, level, potential client
groups etc.,
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(11) If the objective of the proposed programme is
to pronote awareness, the met hodo ogP/ for
preparation of course materials should be
appropriate to that objective. It would be
desirable to identify experts, activists from
NGO groups, etc., and associate themw th the
preparation of the course naterial.

(Li1)It was clarified that the course materials
for nost of the programmes are witten by
external course witers and that the core
faculty of the University is mainly concerned
with their transformation into self-
instructional material.

(iv)It may be appropriate to design the programe
as a Diploma in Consunmer Protection instead
of a "pg D ploma" since a PG Diploma inplies
t hat a body of know edge already exists.
Further, the proposal envisages enrol ment
students after 10+2 as also graduates. 1In
that case, the prefix "post-graduate” nmay not
be appropriate. Since the uUniversity follows
a nodular pattern, it nmay be desirable to
devise a certificate | evel progranme to begin
with and add another nodule later to make it
a di pl oma progranme.

PB 16.3.3 Taking into account the views expressed, the
Pl anni ng Board approved the proposal with the
fol |l owi ng suggesti ons:

(i) It would be desirable initially to design and
devel op one or two courses of four-six
credits as awar eness programe.

(ii) Efforts should be made later to develop a
certificate ﬁrograrrme and then a diplom
programme. The course content for both the
certificate and di pl oma programes shoul d be
clearly spelt out.

(iii)The content of the programe should be
carefully structured to .incorporate all
~relevant know edge about consuners' rights

and privileges as al so relevant provision of
| aw.

!
(iv) The Certificate programme should be open to
! both graduates as well as students who have
ccnpleted 10+2. No prior educational
requi renent nay be insisted upon for those
who wish to pursue it only as an awareness
pr ogr amre.
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(v) The diplonma programme when |aunched nay not
be classified as "pest G aduate Diploma in
Consunmer protection" Since 10+2 candi dates
are proposed to be admtted. I f restricted

to degree holders, it can be a Post Graduate
Di pl orma

| TWHO.4 TO CONSI DBR THE PROPCSAL FOR DI PLOVA PROGRAMMES | N
TOURIBM BTUDIES.

PB 16.4.1 The Planning Board considered the proposal to
[ aunch Di pl oma Progranmes in Tourism Studies. |t
was noted that the proposal envisages the

| aunching of the following Diplom Programes,
namely :

1) Diplonma in Environmental Tourism
2) Diploma in cultural Tourism
3) Diploma in Tourism Marketing

PB 16.4.2 The Vice-Chancellor requested Prof. Kapil Kumar,
t he coordinator of the programme, to present the
details and to respond to the nembers’
observati ons. He explained that the Planning
Board had earlier agﬂroved a certificate programe
in Tourism Studi es ich was designed as the first

nodul e of the diploma programme. The certificate
programe has already been | aunched and about 1800
students have been admtted. Before the

finalisation of the certificate progranme and al so
during the course of preparation of material=s for
it, he has had extensive interaction with the
representatives of tourism industry, Government
Departments at the Centre and in the States and
ot her agenci es. From this interaction, it was
evident that the industry is feeling the shortage
of trained manpower in different specialised
aspects of touri sm development. It was en the
basis of this interaction that the proposal to
| aunch 3 separate diplom programmes in three
mej or apeci alised areas of Tourism has been nade

Theese diplomas will be open to those whe have
successfully completed the certificate programme
and involve the devel opnment of two additional 8

credit courses each in the proposed areas of
speci al i sation

PB 16.4.3 During the course of discussion, the follow ng
poi nts were nmade:
i
1) Tourismis a growing industry; there is agute
shortage of trained manpower in this figld.

The proposed programme would therefore
respond to a felt need.



ii) Since a certificate programe has already
been | aunched and the next nodul e Ieadin? to
a diploma is now proposed, "the advisability
of introducing specialisations at the diploma
|l evel may be reconsidered. A Dbetter
alternative might perhaps be to introduce g
eneral dl pl oma programe in Touri sm Studi es,
ol l owed by advanced diploma programmes in
speci al i sed areas | ater.

iii) The certificate programe has been prepared
mainly with foundation courses in tourism
What can be added to this programme are
mai nly the specialised areas of environnenta
tourism cultural tourism tourism marketing,
etc. The foundation courses already
devel oped are-of a diploma level and there IS
no scope for devel opi ng nore advanced cour ses
in those areas. The specialised courses
woul d respond to the demand in the market.

PB 16.4.4 After some di scussion, the Pl anni ng Board resol ved
that the programe be offered as Diploma in
Tourism Studies on a nodular pattrrn. The
certificate programme will be the first nodule;

including the certificate programe, the diploma
may consist of 36 credits. ' | second module

|l eading to diploma should also have a core
conmponent and a conponent of ¢-8 credits to be
chosen from the courses in the areas of
speci al i sati on proposed. The diplonma could also

i ndicate the area of specialistion chosen by the
st udent .

ITEH NQ 5 TO CONBIDER THE PROPCSAL ON CERTIFICATE PROGRAMME
ON POPULATI ON STUDI ES.

Y PB 16.5.1 The Planning Board considered the proposal

During the course of discussion, the follow ng
Vi ews wer e expressed:

(1} There are specialized 1institutions and
departnments of universities en%aged in
popul ati on studies. It is, therefore,
;;ecessary to indicate more prcciscly the
focus of the programme and the client groups

i for whomit is intended.

(ii) In the education sector, both at the school
level and at higher education leye},
progranmes of popul ati on educati on have pasn
| aunched which have al so received support
from UNFPA (United Nations Popul ation Fupg),
Under this programe, population raesargh
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centres have been set up in several
universities with a view to producing

mat eri al which can be used for pronoting
awar eness anong eopl e. It would be

worthwhile to consult the agencies involved,
namely, uvec, Mnistry of Health, UNFPA etc.
on their experience in this area.

(L11)The office of the Registrar-Ceneral of Census
conducts training programres on denography
and polulation studies. While some of these

rogrammes are focused mainly on enuneration
or the project staff engaged in census
operations, there are training programres for
core staff of the Registrar-Ceneral's office
on various aspects of demography. |t would
be useful to have a nore intensive dialogue
with the office of Registrar-General of
Census to identify the potential c¢client

groups and settle the focus of the programme
accordi ngly.

The Planning Board decided that the School of
Social Sciences may toke the initiative in
organi zing _a consultative neeting to which
representatives of maj or agencies and
organi zati ons (Registrar-General of census, UGC,
UNFPA, NCERT etc. ) may be invited and review the
scope and nature of the programe. The revised
proposal s, after such consultation, may be placed
before the Planning Board for consideration

TO coNsIDER THE PROPOBAL ON NATI ONAL | NCOME
ACCOUNTI NG

Prof. S X Singh was invited to the neeting to
i ntroduce the proposal. He explained that the
programme was designed for the benefit of
secondary school teachers teaching national incone
accounting at the secondary school stage, students
who are pursuing 8 A (llon) programme in Econom cs
who have to learn national income accounting and
prof essi onal accountants, executives and others
who wish to acquire know edge in the area of
national income accounting.

In the 'discussion that followed, the follow ng
views: were expressed:

(1) Institutions like the Indian Statistica
Institute and the Central Statistical
Organi zation are running training programes
on cemputation of national income and al so on
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t heoreti cal aspects invol ved. These
programmes are mainly focused on persons
working in Central Statistical Organization,
Directorates of Economcs and Statistics

etc. In the |light of the experience of these
programmes, it has to be considered whether
| GNOU can sustain a viable programme in thls
area.

(ii) While the programme is well conceived, it is
doubt ful whether it can attract sufficient
client groups. Perhaps an effort could be
made in consultation with maj or organi zati ons
concerned with secondary school teachers |ike
t he NCERT,, CBSE, Kendriya Vidayal ayas,
Navodaya Vi dayal ayas etc. to make a quick
assessment of the possible demand from
secondary school teachers for this programre.

(1ii)The programme has been described as a Post
Graduate Certificate. llowever, t he
eligibility conditions indicate that those
who passed 1i0+2 could be enrolled possi 'bIP/
with B.A. students in view as potentia
clients. In that case, the l|evel of the
programe nay require a revi ew

The Pl anning Board decided that the proposal nay
be accepted in principle and that the details of
the programme, especially the target groups and
its viability my be considered further in
consultation wth the organi zati ons concerned wth
secondary school teachers (HCERT, CBSE, Kendrialyhl/a
Vi dayal ayas, Navodaya Vi dayal ayas etc.). The
possibility of these organi zations providing sone

incentive to teachers enrolling in this programre
may al so be explored with them

TO COMBIDER THE PROPOSAL,ON PCET- GRADUATE DIPLOMA
ON PUBLI C PCLI CY.

At the request of the Vice Chancellor, Dr. Pradeep
Sahni, Reader in Public Adm nistration, who was
invited to this neeting, presented the proposal.
According to him he has been in constant touch
with senior officials of .the Departnment of
Personnel and Training and Chief Secretaries of
Governnments of Haryana and Panjab and also
representatives of state institutions of public
admnistration. Al of them he stated, responded
favourably to the proposal and have cven assured
that they would sponsor a number of officials far
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participation in the programe. He stated that
t he maj or target groups on whomthe programme wl |
be focused are 1n-service personnel working in
various mnistries, state governnents and training
institutions. The progranmme would also aim at
enrol | i ng unenpl oyed graduat es.

During the course of discussion, tlie follow ny
poi nts were nade:

(i) Government agenci es have been running a |arge
number of training programres. he past
experience has been  t hat gover nment
functionaries at various |evels are not very
ent husiastic about training unless some
incentive for career advancement or rise in
pay is _assured. [t would, therefore, be
worthwhile to obtain definite commitments
from various governmental organizations to
sponsor a certain nunber of candi dates if the

rogramme has to be sustained for at |east
ive years.

(ii) It is doubtful whether this programre would
attract wunenployed qgrarluates. The present
policies of liberalisation and deregulation
woul d necessarily inply a progressive decline
in the growth of enploynment in the government
sector. It would not, therefore. be
advi sable to launch a progranme with focus on
enpl oyment opportunities for fresh graduates
i n governnent sector.

(iii)Areas in Public Policy Analysis, Policy
Research etc. are very inportant. However,
not nuch attention is being given in teaching
and research to these areas in our pountry.
It would, therefore, be appropriate 0

enphasi ze the need for teaching and research
inthis area

(iv) The IGNOU has a specific nmandate to respond
t o the educational needs of the disadvantaged
sections of the society especially those
l[iving in renmote and rural areas, house-w ves

et c. The programme now proposed does not
have any specific focus on these tarqget
qroupe and, therefore, it has t0 ba

consi dered whether such programmes should ba
accorded any priorit or whether such
programes should be taken up only if thera
I's sponsorship and funding fromthe concerned
enpl oyer groups.
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After some discussion, the Planning Donrd deci ded
that the School of social Sciences nay convene a
consultative conference to which representatives
of the Departnent of Personnel and Training at the
Centre and in the states and major tralning
organi zations (I1IPA, State 1nstitutes of Public
Adm nistration etc.) and organi zati ons engaged in

policy research, are invited. After a detail ed
conai deration of tho various issues involved at
such a conference, the proposal, if necessary,

be reformulated and placed before the Planning
Board for consideration.

TO CONSI DER THE PROPOBAL ON CERTI FI CATE PROGRMAMME
ON EMPOWERMENT or \WOMEN

Introducling the proposal, the Vice Chancellor
expl ai ned that the present proposal was
formul ated by the School of Social Sciences which
envi sages a certificate progranme on Empowerment
of Vénen. The school of Continuing Education of
the University, to which the Wnmen's Education
programmes are attached, is al so contenplating the
I ntroduction of a programme on Wonen and

Devel opnment . Since the progranmmes in Wnen's
Studies are essentially inter-disciplinary in
nature, it wuld be necessary to develop

appropriate mechanisns and procedures for
devel oping and Ilaunching inter-disciplinary
programes in this area. The Vice Chancellor
suggested that the Directors of the School of
Soci al Sciences and the School of Continuing
Education nay discuss their respective progranmes
and devel op a commen approach to its finalization

and launching a comon inter-disciplinary
pr ogr amre.
During the discusion on, this subject, it was

suggested that since the prog:amme proposed by the
School of Soclol sciences has already been
fornulated in sufflcient detai 1 aud considering
the inportance <t this area and the IGNOU‘’s OWN
enphasis in addressing the educational needs of

wonen, the proposed progranme may be taken up as
soon as possi bl e.

After some disClission, the Planning Board deci ded
that the Directors of the two Schools, !lanely,
Schosl sf Social Sciences and the Schenl of
Continuing Education, shoul d di scuss the proyramne
and prepare a Gommon strategy and approach to the
dsvel opnent of a conposite inter-disciplinary
prograkme in this area and place the ptzposal
before the Planning Board at its nexr m35tinq.
The Board appPLéved 1n general the launching ¢f 'a

§
L]



programme i N the general area of wonmen's studies.
Principally it nust be the effort of the School of
Continuing Education and School of seocial
Sci ences. O her schools may be approached when
Pound necessary. Vi ce- Chancel | or may convene the
first neeting of the two nchools aml assign the

coordi nating responsibilities. The School ol
Conti nuing Edfucation may take it up with vice-

Chancellor and Director (School of  Soci al
Sci ences) .

Bef ore concluding the neeting, Menbers noted that Prof
V ¢ Kul andai Swany, Vice Chancellor and Chai rman of the Pl anni ng
Board would be demtting office on conpleting his term on July
13, 1994. The nenbers noted the significant contribution made by
Prof v C Kulandai Swamy to the growmh and devel opnent of the
University and 1its energence as one of the largest distance
education institutions wth an international reputation. The
Pl anning Board placed on record its deep appreciation of the
contri butions nmade by Prof V C Kul andai Swany.

The neeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

V.C, KULANDAI BWAMY
Vi ce- Chancel | or
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