BNM 039: DIGITAL JOURNALISM AND RESEARCH TOOL

Assignment

Due Date: 31st March for TEE June and 30th September for TEE December.

Please check the website for the latest update on due date.

Assignment Code: BNM-039
January 2026 / July 2026

Maximum Marks: 100
Weightage: 30%

Note

: Answer all the questions. All questions carry equal marks (20 each).

Select a news report published on a digital news platform. Identify the type of social science
research reflected in the report and critically justify your answer with reference to the concepts
discussed in the course. 20

Choose a local issue that is being discussed on any digital platform. Design and conduct a survey
to understand public opinion on the issue. Present your findings and evaluate the usefulness of the
survey method for digital journalism. 20

Conduct both a structured interview and a semi-structured interview on the same issue. Compare
the nature of information obtained through each method and discuss which approach is more
suitable for digital journalism. 20

Observe user interactions on the comments section of a digital news story or social media platform.
Prepare an observation report and explain how the activity reflects the principles of participant
observation or ethnographic research you have learned from the course. 20

Identify a publicly available dataset related to a contemporary issue. Examine the dataset and
discuss how it can be transformed into a meaningful digital news story using the principles of data
handling and interpretation. 20

Select a current issue that generates large amounts of digital information. Explain how big data
and data mining techniques can assist journalists in identifying trends, patterns and newsworthy
insights. Discuss the ethical issues involved in using such data. 20

Collect or download a small dataset on a topic of your choice. Explain how spreadsheet software
can be used to organise, analyse and present the data effectively for digital journalism. 20

Prepare a short digital news feature on a topic of your choice using information collected from
online databases and digital sources. Explain how database management and referencing software
can improve the accuracy, organisation and credibility of your work. 20



