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DearStudent,

As explained in the Programme Guide for M.A. in History you will have to do one assignment
ineachcourse. Theassignments arecompulsory.Each assignmentcovers thewholecourse.

It is important that you write the answers to all the assignment questions in your own
words.Your answers should be within the approximate range of the word-limit set for a
particularquestion.

The assignment should be submitted to the Coordinator of your Study Centre.You mustobtain
a receipt from the Study Centre for the assignment submitted and retain it.If
possible,keepaphotocopyof the submitted assignment withyou.

The Study Centre will have to return the assignment to you after evaluation.Please insist
onthis.The Study Centre in turn will send the marks to the Student Evaluation Division
atiIGNOU,New Delhi. Thesewill beentered inyourgradecard.

SubmissionofAssignment

You should note that the submission of assignment is compulsory before taking up Term-
endExamination.It is therefore suggested that you do assignment within time.We have given
youa lot of time to do the assignment but we adviseyou to do assignment one by one along
withyour study of the particular course and submit on timeso that you may get back the marks
andcomments of the Counsellor with evaluated assignment.With a proper planning you will be
ableto do your assignment for each coursewithin the stipulated period.Please do not wait for
thelast date to submit all the assignments because it would be difficult to do all of them in one
go.Specificdates for thesubmission aregiven below.

Wheretosubmittheassignments: TheCoordinatorof yourStudyCentre



BeforeattemptingtheassignmentpleasereadthedetailedinstructionsprovidedintheProgrammeGuidesent
toyou separately.

Nowread the guidelinescarefullybeforeansweringthe questions:

GUIDELINESFORASSIGNMENTS

You will find it useful to keep the following points in mind:

a) Planning: Read the assignment carefully. Go through the units on which they are
based.Makesomepointsregardingeachquestionandthenre-
arrangetheseinalogicalorderinyourownwords.

b) Organisation:Be a little more selective and analytical before drawing up a rough outlineof
your answer.In an essay-type question, give adequate attention to your introduction
andconclusion.The introduction must offer your brief interpretation of the question and
how you propose to develop it.The conclusion must summarise your response to the
question.

Makesurethatyouranswer:

Is logical and coherent;
Has clear connections between sentences and paragraphs;

Is written correctly giving adequate consideration to your expression,style and
presentation;

o doesnotexceedthe numberofwords indicatedinyourquestion.

a) Presentation: Once you are satisfied with your answers, you can write down the final version for
submission,writing each answer neatly and underlining the points you wish to emphasise.

b)  Interpretation: Interpretation is a constant process in history writing. It is already reflected in
yourplanning and selection. Explanatory comments with phrases like may be, because, could be,
etc.,immediately introduce an elementof interpretationinwriting itself. Here you haveto be
carefulthat thesecomments canbesupported bythematerialyou have in theanswer.
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NOTE: attempt any five questions. The assignment is divided into two Section ‘A’ and
‘B’. You have to attempt at least two questions from each section in about 500 words
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each. All questions carry equal marks.

10.

Note: Attempt any five questions. The assignment is divided into two
Sections ‘A’ and ‘B’. You have to attempt at least two questions from
each section in about 500 words each. All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION- A

Discuss the role of interpretation in writing the history of ancient India.
20

Comment on the nature of the society in the Neolithic period.20.

What do rituals reveal about the nature of society in the Vedic period?
Elaborate.20

Comment on the socio-religious and intellectual ferment that marked
the rise of Buddhism and Jainism.20.

Discuss what is meant by the early medieval society?20.

SECTION-B

Comment on the nature of rural society in the peninsular India?

Discuss the origin and rise of the Rajputs with reference to the researches of
B.D. Chattopadhyaya and N. Zeigler?
20

What was the role of women during the freedom struggle? Discuss.
20

What was the nature of social discrimination under colonialism? Discuss.20

Comment on the nature of social structures of the North East India under the
colonial rule. 20
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