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Mr and Mrs Othello were elated. They just received news that they had inherited a house in the
Delli Culta district, one of the prime locations in Lahore. Less welcome was the news that Mr
Othello's father had died, and they had to conduct the proper funeral rites for him. In addition,
they had to handle all the details concerning his demise before they could inherit the house.
This was revealed by the lawyer in charge of the late Mr Othello's will. An observer would not
be wrong in surmising that the son was not close to his father.

The young Othello was the only son of the late Othello. He had a fierce row with his father
when he wanted to marry his present wife, Dean, a pretty Australian and settle down with her in
her homeland. The result was that his father had withdrawn all financial support and severed all
ties with him. It was therefore a surprise for Alvin, the younger Othello, when he received news
of the surprise windfall. "The old man must have forgiven me," he thought to himself gleefully.
Because he was not doing well in Australia, this was an opportune time to settle in Lahore.

In 1274, Italian explorers Marco and Niccolo Polo set out on a 24 year journey in which they
traveled the famous Silk Road from Italy, through brutal deserts and towering mountains to
eastern China. They traveled over 4,000 miles in all. Marco and Niccolo were among the very
first Europeans to explore the fabled empire of China. In China, Marco Polo even worked for
ruler Kublai Khan. Polo detailed his experiences and findings in China by writing a book. Polo
described materials and inventions never before seen in Europe. Paper money, a printing press,
porcelain, gunpowder and coal were among the products he wrote about. He also described the
vast wealth of Kublai Khan, as well as the geography of northern and southern China. European
rulers were very interested in the products Polo described. However, trading for them along the
Silk Road was dangerous, expensive and impractical. European rulers began to wonder if there
was a sea route to the east to get the products they wanted at a reasonable price.
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