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Foreword
At the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), research serves 

as a cornerstone of our academic ethos and institutional mandate. As a national 
university established by an Act of Parliament, IGNOU is entrusted with the 
responsibility to expand access to quality higher education through flexible 
and innovative modes of learning, both within India and abroad. In pursuit of 
this mission, the University has consistently prioritised the advancement of a 
robust research ecosystem that not only informs academic excellence but also 
drives systemic innovation in the field of open and distance learning.

With its nationwide network of 57 Regional Centres (RCs), 12 Recognised Regional Centres 
(RRCs), and nearly 2000 Learner Support Centres (LSCs), along with 25 Overseas Study Centres 
across 15 countries, IGNOU stands as a global institution in the Open and Distance Learning 
(ODL) domain. Supported by an extensive digital infrastructure and a growing portfolio of online 
programmes, the University is uniquely positioned to advance research that informs both policy 
and practice in contemporary higher education.

To accomplish this multifaceted undertaking in a time-bound and systematic manner, the 
Centre for Internal Quality Assurance (CIQA) was entrusted with the task of reviewing the research 
ecosystem of the University pertaining to the period 2020-2025. 

A dedicated section on research publications showcases the depth and breadth of scholarly 
output through University journals, research papers in national and international journals, and 
authored or contributed books, chapters, and course units. The compilation reflects the consistent 
efforts of our faculty and scholars in enhancing academic visibility and impact. The section on 
research projects underscores the University’s engagement with sponsored and collaborative 
research that addresses pressing societal challenges and educational needs. Additionally, doctoral 
research remains a vibrant and growing component of IGNOU’s academic profile, reflecting the 
mentoring and intellectual leadership of our faculty and the aspirations of our research scholars. The 
final section, ‘The way Ahead,’ presents a forward-looking vision that emphasizes applied research, 
innovation, entrepreneurship, and the strategic use of technology to further strengthen our research 
outputs and institutional capabilities.

I extend my sincere appreciation to all committee members for their dedicated efforts in 
preparing this important document. I am confident that this publication will serve not only as a 
record of IGNOU’s recent research achievements but also as a strategic resource for future planning 
and academic growth. It reaffirms our vision of fostering a culture of inquiry, innovation, and 
lifelong learning in a rapidly changing global landscape. 

Prof. Uma Kanjilal
Vice Chancellor

Indira Gandhi National Open University
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Acknowledgment
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in accordance with the evolving frameworks of quality assurance and regulatory expectations.

The Centre for Internal Quality Assurance (CIQA) sincerely acknowledges and appreciates 
the outstanding commitment, scholarly engagement, and collaborative spirit demonstrated by all 
committee members. Their meticulous attention to detail, academic rigour, and deep understanding 
of the institutional processes were critical to the successful preparation of comprehensive and 
credible documentation in support of the University’s goals. The committee members undertook 
additional responsibilities beyond their regular duties, working diligently to collate data, contribute 
to narrative reports, validate evidence, and ensure alignment with national quality parameters.
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academics of the University. The data pertaining to the collaborations and projects was collected 
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the information was obtained from the Research Unit. 

The committees’ collective efforts have greatly strengthened the University’s internal quality 
systems and have contributed meaningfully to projecting IGNOU’s distinct status as a national 
resource in the field of open and distance and online education. Their work reflects not only 
professional excellence but also a shared vision of advancing IGNOU’s mission of inclusive and 
quality higher education across the country and beyond.

CIQA places on record its deep gratitude to the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor for her support, 
insightful leadership and guidance. Above all, CIQA extends its heartfelt thanks to each committee 
member for their valuable contributions, without which the timely completion of this critical 
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1. INTRODUCTION
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), established by an Act of Parliament in 1985, 

has played a pivotal role in transforming higher education in India by embracing the Open and 
Distance Learning (ODL) and Online systems. As the largest university in the world by enrolment, 
IGNOU not only enhances access to education for diverse populations but also stands out as a 
centre of excellence in academic research across a wide range of disciplines.

The university boasts of a robust operational framework comprising a nationwide network of 57 
IGNOU Regional Centres (RCs), 12 Recognized Regional Centres (RRCs), and around 2000 Learner 
Support Centres (LSCs). IGNOU is empowered by its Act to offer programmes at international level 
its overseas study centres. Currently, it is offering ODL and Online programmes through its 25 
Overseas Study Centres located in 15 countries. This extensive infrastructure is designed to provide 
learners with academic and administrative support, ensuring a seamless learning experience. 
Furthermore, IGNOU has invested heavily in developing a comprehensive digital infrastructure, 
including online learning platforms and resources, which allows learners to engage with course 
materials and participate in interactive sessions from virtually any location. This commitment to 
leveraging technology not only breaks down geographical barriers but also caters to the needs of 
working professionals and New Age learners seeking flexible learning opportunities. Through these 
efforts, IGNOU continues to fulfill its mission of democratizing higher education and fostering 
lifelong learning in a rapidly changing world.

Research at IGNOU is fundamental to its mission to provide flexible and inclusive quality 
education. IGNOU’s mission is to foster collaboration with the government/non-governmental 
organizations/research institutions to strengthen the learners’ engagement with community 
development, research, skill development, employability, etc.; incentivize research both academic 
and systemic for quality improvement and better academic visibility; and enhance the quality of 
academic and sponsored research by promoting applied research, innovation, incubation and 
entrepreneurship; and redesign learner support services at all levels and strengthening online 
support services to learners.

The university promotes an environment where teachers, academics and research scholars are 
encouraged to engage in meaningful and impactful research that contributes to knowledge creation, 
policy development, and the enhancement of distance learning methodologies. It undertakes both 
systemic and discipline-based research facilitated by collaboration with Government and Non-
government organizations. This strong research orientation ensures that IGNOU remains at the 
forefront of innovation in open and distance education.
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2. RESEARCH ECOSYSTEM
Since inception, IGNOU has promoted multidisciplinary and holistic education through 21 

Schools of Studies with faculty members from 50 disciplines. The university also houses an Institute 
focused on research in Distance Education, viz. Staff Training and Research Institute of Distance 
Education (STRIDE). The University publishes the Indian Journal of Open Learning, a dedicated 
platform for disseminating systematic research to the national and international academic 
community. At the micro level, the Institute undertakes focused efforts on systematic research 
through programme evaluations that provide critical feedback for continuous improvement within 
the system. 

There is a dedicated Research Unit that serves as the nodal agency for the coordination of 
research degree programmes of the University. There are Centres established for undertaking 
research and development in specialized areas, viz: the Centre for Modern Indian Languages, the 
Centre for Freedom Struggle Diaspora & Studies, the National Centre for Disability Studies, the 
National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education, National ODL Centre for Local Governance, 
Centre for Internal Quality Assurance (CIQA) and the Centre for Online Education, along with 
various Chairs. These resources aim to promote and provide holistic, inclusive, sustainable, and 
multidisciplinary education, innovation and research. Thus, the university's research initiatives 
span a wide range of disciplines, specializations, and areas of expertise that include:

	y Humanities and Social Sciences
	y Pure and Applied Sciences
	y Management and Commerce
	y Education and Teacher Training
	y Law and Legal Studies
	y Computer Science and Information Technology
	y Health Sciences and Nursing
	y Agriculture and Rural Development
	y Engineering and Technology
	y Vocational Education and Skill Development
	y Gender and Development Studies
	y Performing and Visual Arts
	y Tourism, Hospitality, and Travel Studies
	y Translation Studies and Language Development
	y Journalism, Media, and New Communication Technologies
	y Foreign Languages and Linguistics
	y Interdisciplinary and Transdisciplinary Studies
	y Extension and Development Studies
	y Distance Education and Online Education
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The interdisciplinary approach to research at IGNOU comprehensively addresses pressing 
contemporary challenges in both education and societal development. This approach not only 
fosters innovative solutions but also plays a crucial role in the formulation of effective policies 
and the enhancement of pedagogical methodologies, ensuring that educational practices remain 
relevant and impactful in a rapidly changing world.

IGNOU promotes research among faculty and academics by encouraging them to attend and 
present papers at Conferences, Seminars both at national and international levels. IGNOU also 
encourages faculty members to attend refresher/faculty development programmes on research 
methodology, research ethics etc.

IGNOU encourages its learners to undertake research activities through project work, 
assignments, field work, internship etc. It also makes concerted efforts to inculcate innovative and 
critical thinking skills in the learners.

The research potential of the University is evident from a large number of publications in 
discipline-based and systemic research; research projects being sanctioned to the faculty; the 
growing number of aspirants in IGNOU’s research programmes and the number of research degrees 
awarded.
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3. RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
The University cultivates a rich environment that promotes research, innovation, and outreach 

initiatives. In this section dedicated to documenting the Research Trajectory, we showcase the 
academic rigor and credibility that underscore IGNOU’s steadfast commitment for producing its 
own esteemed peer-reviewed research journals. These journals are renowned for their scholarly 
integrity and contribute significantly to the academic community.

Additionally, the dedicated efforts of the faculty members, who are passionate about advancing 
knowledge in Open and Distance Learning (ODL) and a variety of other disciplines, have been 
highlighted. Through their rigorous research endeavours, they have published numerous research 
papers in reputed international and national journals, reinforcing the University’s role as a leader in 
knowledge dissemination and academic excellence.

3.1 Journals of IGNOU

IGNOU (Indira Gandhi National Open University) publishes scholarly journals covering diverse 
fields aligned with its academic programmes and research interests. These journals serve as platforms 
for disseminating knowledge, fostering academic discourse, and contributing to advancements 
in various disciplines. Notable journals include the "Indian Journal of Open Learning," focusing 
on open and distance education, and "Jambudvipa - the e-Journal of Indic Studies," dedicated to 
Indian knowledge systems. The "IGNOU Journal of Media and Empowerment" is a peer-reviewed, 
open-access online research journal from the School of Journalism and New Media Studies. These 
publications reflect IGNOU's commitment to research and its role as a leading institution in open 
learning. 

A) IJOL - Indian Journal of Open Learning (ISSN: 0971-2690), is a peer-reviewed, refereed 
international journal published quarterly by the Staff Training and Research Institute of Distance 
Education (STRIDE) on behalf of Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU). Established 
in 1992, the journal is recognized by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and listed in the 
UGC-CARE list.

IJOL serves as a platform for scholarly discussions and research dissemination in open and 
distance learning, online education, blended learning, educational technology, and other innovative 
pedagogical models. It facilitates academic discourse with a particular focus on India and other 
developing nations.

All submissions undergo a rigorous blind peer-review process. Authors are required to ensure 
originality, provide plagiarism reports, and obtain copyright clearance for their materials. The 
journal invites research papers (3,000–6,000 words, or up to 10,000 words in exceptional cases), 
short research-based notes (1,500–3,000 words), and book reviews (1,500–2,000 words). The online 
portal for IJOL is accessible at http://journal.ignouonline.ac.in.

B) Jambudvipa - The e-Journal of Indic Studies (ISSN: 2583-6331), launched in 2022, is 
a peer-reviewed, half-yearly academic journal focusing on Sanskrit and Indic Studies. It is an 
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interdisciplinary publication dedicated to the analysis of India's Sanskrit, Pali, and Prakrit traditions 
and their interaction with global Indic studies. The journal covers a wide range of subjects, including 
Darshan, Ved, Vyakaran, Sahitya, Ayurved, Yoga, and other aspects of the Indian Knowledge System. 
Articles can be written in Hindi, Sanskrit, or English.

The journal provides a platform for teachers, educators, scholars, and policymakers to contribute 
original research, critical analysis, and innovative ideas in the field. It also welcomes articles from 
related disciplines concerning contemporary Indic issues. The submissions are rigorously reviewed 
through a double-blind peer review process, ensuring high academic standards.

Authors are required to submit research papers (4000-6000 words) in a prescribed format, free 
of grammatical errors, plagiarism, and copyright infringement. Manuscripts are to be uploaded 
via the journal’s online submission system in MS Word format (.doc or .docx). The review process 
assesses originality, validity, and significance, with decisions based on the expert opinions of peer 
reviewers. The journal emphasizes transparency and ethical publication practices. The online portal 
for IJOL is accessible at http://journal.ignouonline.ac.in/index.php/jjis.

C) IGNOU Journal of Media and Empowerment (ISSN: 3048-8478), launched in 2024 by 
the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), aims to explore the intersection of media, 
empowerment, and democratic participation. This peer-reviewed, open-access journal focuses on 
Media and Information Literacy (MIL), with a particular emphasis on access, interpretation, and 
participation, which together promote holistic development and responsible citizenship. It examines 
the relationship between media literacy, digital inequality, and digital empowerment.

The journal is published biannually, with volumes released in January and July. It follows a 
double-blind peer review process, facilitated through an Open Journal Systems (OJS) platform, 
ensuring academic rigor. Articles are reviewed by registered scholars and external reviewers based 
on the article’s focus. Submissions must adhere to specific formatting and bibliographic guidelines 
and should not be previously published or under review elsewhere. The journal is hosted on the 
IGNOU server and is accessible online at http://journal.ignouonline.ac.in/index.php/IGNOUJME.

3.2 Research Papers in Journals (2020-2024)

Teachers, academics, and research scholars at IGNOU are actively involved in a wide range 
of academic and research activities, contributing significantly to the field through their scholarly 
publications. They regularly publish their research findings in prestigious peer-reviewed journals 
that are recognized and indexed in the UGC CARE list, Scopus, Web of Science, Indian Citation 
Index, etc. This commitment to academic excellence is reflected in the substantial number of 
research papers they have published in various journals from 2020 to 2024 highlighting their ongoing 
dedication to advancing knowledge and fostering intellectual growth. The number of publications 
during this period is presented in Table 1. The details of the research papers are given in Appendix 1.
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Table 1: Number of Research Papers Published (2020-2024)
Sl. No. Year of Publication Number of Research Papers Published in national and international Journals

1) 2020 122
2) 2021 211
3) 2022 175
4) 2023 150
5) 2024 136

This extensive collection of research publications during 2020 to 2024, stands as a vital repository 
of scholarly contributions. It showcases the university's ongoing commitment to innovation 
and emphasizes its role in advancing knowledge dissemination on a global scale. Through these 
publications, the university not only highlights pathbreaking research but also fosters collaboration 
among scholars worldwide. 

Moreover, this compilation underscores the dedication of the academic community to achieving 
excellence in their fields, promoting innovative solutions to pressing societal issues, and actively 
engaging in social transformation. It reflects the university’s vision of contributing to academic 
discourse making a tangible impact on communities and shaping the future through education and 
research.

The University actively fosters a culture of innovation and excellence in research by recognizing 
outstanding contributions through prestigious awards. Each convocation ceremony provides a 
platform to celebrate the best research papers and innovative projects, showcasing the remarkable 
work of learners and faculty alike. These awards not only highlight individual achievements but also 
inspire the entire academic community to strive for excellence in their scholarly endeavours.

3.3 Books & Chapters in Books/ Units in SLMs (2020-2024)

From 2020 to 2024, faculty and academics from the University authored or edited a total 
of 33 books. They also contributed to the academic community by writing chapters for various 
publications and developing study materials used in the University's academic programmes. 
Detailed information on the books and book chapters published by IGNOU fraternity can be found 
in Appendix 2. The total number of publications year-wise is summarized in Table 2.

Table 2: Number of Books and chapters in Books/Units in SLMs (2020-2024)
Sl. No. Year of Publication Number of Books published Number of Chapters in Books published/Units in SLMs

1 2020 13 66
2 2021 4 225
3 2022 4 215
4 2023 0 311
5 2024 14 295

IGNOU’s emphasis on innovation in distance education is evident in publications like 
Innovations in Distance Education (2020) and Institutional Development Plan of IGNOU 2030 
(2021), which highlight the evolving methodologies and strategic growth of the institution. In the 
realm of science and environmental studies, contributions such as Comprehensive Laboratory 
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Manual of Life Sciences (2020) and Textbook of Environmental Studies (2024) demonstrate a focus 
on interdisciplinary learning and sustainability.

The university’s engagement with societal and cultural studies is reflected in works like 
Reel and the Real: Portrayal of Gay Men in Bollywood Films (2020) and Adolescence in India: 
Issues, Challenges and Possibilities (2022), addressing contemporary social issues. Additionally, 
publications on technology and professional development, such as Computer Graphics (2024) 
and MOOCs and HRM: Revolutionizing Professional Development in Higher Education (2024), 
underscore IGNOU’s role in fostering digital learning and professional training.

IGNOU faculty have also contributed to research on sustainability and corporate studies, as seen 
in Corporate Sustainability: A New Paradigm (2024) and Migration and Rural Development: Pre-
Covid Scenario (2022). These works support policy development and provide insights into global 
and national socio-economic challenges.

A significant milestone in IGNOU’s institutional legacy is documented in IGNOU: A Timeless 
Tapestry of Academic Excellence (2024), chronicling the university’s achievements and impact. 
These scholarly contributions affirm IGNOU’s mission of knowledge creation and dissemination, 
reinforcing its status as a premier institution in open and distance learning.
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4. RESEARCH PROJECTS & COLLABORATIONS
In accordance with national and international quality standards, IGNOU is committed to 

continuously enhancing its research ecosystem. This is achieved through strategic collaborations 
with international organizations, government agencies, academic institutions, and industry 
partners. Such partnerships facilitate research initiatives, programme development, and the delivery 
of IGNOU's educational programmes.

An analysis of the research projects funded by government and non-government agencies 
reveals a robust engagement of the University’s faculty across diverse thematic areas. A total of 
20 projects between 2020 and 2025 have been undertaken across various schools and centres of 
the University, reflecting its strong engagement with national priorities in education, health, 
social development, science, and technology. The projects span multiple disciplines, indicating the 
University’s multidisciplinary research environment and its responsiveness to national priorities 
and global needs.

The Centre for Online Education (COE) emerges as a significant hub of activity, with three major 
ongoing projects SWAYAM, SWAYAM PRABHA, and IGNOU-PMU all spearheaded by Prof. Uma 
Kanjilal and funded by the Ministry of Education. These initiatives align with the Government of 
India’s thrust on digital learning and technology-enabled education delivery. Notably, the IGNOU-
PMU project receives substantial recurring funding of INR 6 crores annually, underlining its 
strategic importance.

The School of Social Sciences and School of Social Work have also made notable contributions. 
Projects such as Impact of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Education and Human Capital Formation, and 
MoUs with Dr. Ambedkar Foundation and Department of Justice indicate a strong focus on policy 
research, social equity, and rural development. The funding amounts in this category range from 
INR 5 to 75 lakhs, demonstrating varied scales of operation and impact.

In the School of Sciences, projects supported by SERB and NIDM highlight IGNOU’s role 
in scientific research and disaster resilience. High-value projects such as Monitoring Ecological 
Integrity (INR 29.72 lakhs) and Magnetic Nanocomposites (INR 20.81 lakhs) showcase the 
university’s engagement in cutting-edge scientific domains.

Health-related initiatives from the School of Health Sciences, in collaboration with WHO, reflect 
international cooperation. The project on Training of Trainers in Health Care Waste Management 
stands out with a significant funding of INR 79.75 lakhs, indicating IGNOU’s expanding global 
footprint.

The high-value SANKALP project (INR 104.36 lakhs), led by COE and EMPC under the 
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, demonstrates the University’s alignment 
with the national skill development agenda.

Overall, the data underscores IGNOU’s interdisciplinary research capacity, effective 
collaborations with both national and international agencies, and its commitment to serving society 
through impactful, policy-relevant, and innovative projects.
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The range of research projects funded by government and non-government organizations both 
at national and international levels at IGNOU, reflects significant contributions made by faculty 
of Schools of Studies in obtaining these projects. The details of the research projects are given in 
Appendix 3.

Since its inception, the University has pursued an active policy of forging partnerships 
through Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs), Agreements, and Memoranda of Cooperation 
(MoC) with a wide range of national and international organizations. These collaborations aim to 
expand educational outreach, enhance skill development, integrate technology into education, and 
foster global partnerships. In the period under review (2020-2025), a detailed analysis of the 36 
agreements signed by IGNOU highlights the trends, thematic distributions, and the institutional 
divisions responsible for these initiatives. 

The year 2022 marked a peak in activity, coinciding with India's post-pandemic recovery efforts 
and a renewed emphasis on digital and vocational education. It is notable that a large cluster of 
agreements in 2022 involved skill-based education and international partnerships.

The analysis categorizes the collaborations into six major thematic domains:

	y Defence and Armed Forces Education: Renewed and expanded partnerships with the Indian 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Assam Rifles aim to offer educational and skill-based programmes 
to defence personnel across India and abroad.

	y Skill Development and Vocational Training: Collaboration with the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE), National Skill Development Corporation 
(NSDC), and other national councils supports skill enhancement and lifelong learning in 
alignment with the objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

	y Academic Collaborations: Agreements with professional institutes such as the Institute of 
Company Secretaries of India (ICSI), the Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICMAI), and 
the Indian Institute of Banking and Finance (IIBF) enhance the academic and professional 
programmes offered by IGNOU.

	y International Cooperation: MoUs signed with international institutions such as the Guyana 
Online Academy of Learning (GOAL), Financial University (Russia), and Baikal State 
University (Russia) reflect IGNOU’s growing global engagement and commitment to cross-
border educational collaboration.

	y Technology and ICT Innovations: Partnerships with organizations like Educational Consultants 
India Limited (EdCIL) and Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd. (TCIL) focus on 
enhancing technological infrastructure through initiatives like the SWAYAM PRABHA DTH 
educational channels and the e-Vidya Bharati and e-Arogya Bharati (e-VBAB) network.

	y Specialized Social Sector Initiatives: Engagements with institutions such as UNICEF, Dr. 
Ambedkar Foundation, and the Rehabilitation Council of India address critical areas like early 
childhood education, empowerment of marginalized communities, and disability rehabilitation.
Overall, the findings underscore the strategic significance of these agreements in advancing 

IGNOU’s mandate to provide accessible, affordable, and high-quality education to diverse learner 
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groups across India and globally. Through these collaborations, IGNOU continues to play a pivotal 
role in promoting lifelong learning, bridging educational gaps, and contributing to nation-building 
and global educational development. 

The details of the collaborations are given in Appendix 4.
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5. DOCTORAL RESEARCH 
The principal objective of IGNOU’s discipline-based research programme is to promote 

theoretically and empirically sound and original research in the sciences, social sciences, 
humanities, management, and other disciplines offered by the University. Currently, the Research 
Degree Programmes (Ph.D.) are offered by the University in 44 disciplines in accordance with UGC 
(Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of M.Phil./Ph.D. Degree) Regulations, 2021.

The Research Unit of IGNOU, established in 2008, is the nodal unit of IGNOU for the 
conduct of research programmes at the University. It operates under the overall guidance of the 
Research Council. The Research Unit coordinates discipline-based research in the Schools. It also 
organizes induction programmes and workshops for the students enrolled in Ph.D. programmes 
of the University. It facilitates the research scholars who receive research fellowships from various 
government agencies like ICSSR, UGC, CSIR, etc. The University also provides financial support 
under the ‘IGNOU-Research Fellowship’ scheme, to 100 full-time research scholars who are not 
receiving financial assistance from any other source. School of Computer and Information Sciences 
(SOCIS), IGNOU has been granted allotment of 3 Full-Time and 1 Part-Time Ph.D. seats under the 
prestigious Visvesvaraya Ph.D. Fellowship Scheme for Electronics and IT: Phase II for the Academic 
Year 2025-26 by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).

To facilitate research activities, the University has a fully automated Central Library, well-
equipped with books, journals, reports, theses, IGNOU archives, other study material, and 
e-resources in diverse disciplines with a remote login facility to authorized users. It has designated 
reading areas for research scholars and other learners as well as visiting faculties. The University 
has acquired institutional membership of the DELNET, National Digital Library of India (NDL), 
e-Shodhsindhu and Shodhganga, and Drillbit for plagiarism checking. 

Also, seven Laboratories (Physics, Chemistry, Life Sciences, Geology, Geography, Food 
Processing, and Spanish Language) are functional at the Headquarters.

The number of research scholars who were awarded Ph.D. degrees from 2020 to 2025 is detailed 
in Table 3, with complete information available in Appendix 5. 

Table 3: Doctorates awarded during 2021-2025
Sl. No. Year of Award Number of Ph.D. awarded
1. 2021 (34th convocation) 55
2. 2022 (35th convocation) 75
3. 2023 (36th convocation) 109
4. 2024 (37th convocation) 117
5. 2025 (38th convocation) 91
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6. THE WAY AHEAD
As India’s premier institution in ODL and Online Modes, IGNOU must strategically enhance 

its research ecosystem to align with global standards while addressing national priorities. The 
road ahead involves strengthening research capacity through robust mentorship, interdisciplinary 
collaboration, and improved infrastructure. Emphasis must be placed on quality over quantity—
fostering original, impactful, and socially relevant research.

With the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, IGNOU is uniquely 
positioned to lead in democratizing research opportunities across diverse geographies. The following 
strategies may be adopted for strengthen the research ecosystem leading to quality academic research 
at IGNOU:

	y Institutionalize a robust research ecosystem by establishing Research and Development Cell 
(RDC) at the University by upgrading the existing Research Unit to support interdisciplinary, 
socially relevant, policy-informing research; 

	y Promote a culture of inquiry by strengthening internal research policies, ensuring regular 
funding opportunities by establishing Project Facilitation Unit (PFU).

	y Encourage participation of faculty in national and international seminars/Conferences etc. by 
reinstating Travel Grant Scheme. 

	y Enhance faculty and learner engagement in funded projects, international collaborations, and 
policy-relevant studies will elevate IGNOU’s research profile. 

	y Strengthen capacity-building initiatives, particularly for faculty and research scholars to foster 
a culture of inquiry and excellence with a focus on research methodology, academic writing, 
ethics, and the use of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and big data. 

	y Develop rigorous research ethics framework, and transparent evaluation mechanisms to ensure 
accountability and accessibility.

	y Facilitate integration of emerging technologies, data analytics, and AI tools in research 
methodologies for promoting innovation, patents, startups etc. 

	y Embed quality research as a core institutional value for contributing significantly to the 
national research output, inform policy decisions, and reaffirm its role as a globally recognised 
institution committed to inclusive and transformative education.

	y Enhance research infrastructure both physical and digital by establishing thematic research 
centres, improving access to scholarly databases and e-resources, and developing a centralized 
digital repository for faculty and learner research outputs. 

	y Promote collaboration with institutions of national and global repute and participate in high-
impact research and build academic networks.

	y Showcase the quality of doctoral research through reputed journals and conferences.
The future of academic research at IGNOU lies in embedding quality, innovation, and relevance 

at every step from research design to dissemination. By fostering a supportive and vibrant research 
environment, IGNOU can reaffirm its role as a thought leader in ODL, contribute meaningfully to 
India’s research landscape, and address complex challenges through evidence-based solutions.
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