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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME
(BDP) (PHILOSOPHY)
Term-End Examination
December, 2024
BPY-008 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : Answer all the five questions. All questions
carry equal marks. Answers to Question
Nos. 1 and 2 should be in about 400 words

each.

1. What are the chief characteristics of modern
western philosophy ? How is modern western
philosophy different from medieval thinking ?
Explain. 20

Or

Elucidate and critically examine Leibniz’s
doctrine of monads and pre-established

harmony. 20
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2. Critically analyse dJohn Locke’s theory of
knowledge. 20

Or

“Thoughts  without content are empty,
Intuitions without concepts are blind.”
Elucidate and critically examine this dictum of

Immanuel Kant. 20

3. Answer any two of the following questions in

about 200 words each :

(a) Briefly discuss Hegel's concept of
‘Absolute’. 10

(b) Discuss briefly Spinoza’s monism and the

concept of God. 10

(c) Examine the refutation of materialism by

Berkeley. 10

(d) Explain the alternative approach to
metaphysics as advanced by P. F.

Strawson. 10
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4. Answer any four of the following questions in

5.

about 150 words each :

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

®

What is Logical Positivism ? Describe

briefly. 5

Briefly explain the rejection of Abstract
1deas by David Hume. 5

Explain briefly the distinctive features of

Francis Bacon’s scientific method. 5

Discuss the salient aspects of Karl Marx’s

Dialectical Materialism. 5

What is the meaning of Esse est percipi ?

Explain. 5

Explain briefly Rene Descartes’ theory of

innate ideas. 5

Write short notes on any five of the following in

about 100 words each :

(a)

(b)
(c)

Simple and complex perception as per

David Hume 4
Instrumentalism 4
Existentialism 4
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(d) Synthetic and Analytic Propositions 4
(e) Spinoza’s concept of Imagination 4
() Inductive method 4
(g) Aposteriori and Apriori Knowledge 4

(h) Locke’s distinction between primary and

secondary qualities 4
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