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BACHELOR’S DEGREE
PROGRAMME (BDP)
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June, 2026

(ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY)

BPY-009 : CONTEMPORARY WESTERN
PHILOSOPHY

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : (i) Answer all the five questions.
(it) All questions carry equal marks.

(iti) Answer to Question No. 1 and
2 should be in about 400 words each.

1. Elucidate and critically examine Nietzsche’s

notion of will to power. 20
Or
What are the salient features of logical

atomism of Bertrand Russell ? Explain. 20

A-1129/BPY-009 P.T.O.



[2] BPY-009
2. What is the significance of the concept of
existence in Kierkegaard’s Philosophy ?
Explain. 20
Or
What does Derrida mean by saying that
there is nothing outside of text ? Explain. 20
3. Answer any two of the following questions in
about 200 words each :
(a) Explain the picture theory of meaning
as advanced by Ludwig Wittgenstein in

Tractatus. 10

(b) What 1is the significance of eidetic
reduction in Husserl’s phenomenology ?

Explain. 10

(c) What are the limitations of

postmodernism ? Explain briefly. 10

(d) How 1is philosophical hermeneutics
different from traditional hermeneutics.

Explain. 10
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4. Answer any four of the following questions

in about 150 words each :

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

®

Give an account of the critical theory of

Horkheimer and Adorno. 5

What is the relevance of undertaking a
critique of metaphysics of presence in

post-structuralism ? Explain. 5

What is Ludwig Wittgenstein’s view

about private language ? Explain. 5

Give an account of John Dewey’s

conception of pragmatism. 5

Discuss briefly the concept of id, ego
and superego with reference to

Sigmund Freud. 5

What are the salient features of modern

age ? 5

5. Write short notes on any five of the following

in about 100 words each :

(a)
(b)

Metanarrative 4

Positivism 4
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(¢) Family resemblance in Wittgenstein
(d) Gilbert Ryle’s category mistake

(e) Instrumentalism

(f) Nietzsche’s concept of overman

(g) Epoche

(h) Relativism
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