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Director, SOVET, interacting with trainees of the Soft Skills
Programme, which was sponsored by the Ministry of
Rural Development, monitored by IGNOU and

implemented by NIS Sparta.

skill development, to meet the vocational as well as
technical requirements for the economic
development of the country. Demand driven and
value addition courses/programmes targeting the
formal and informal sectors are offered through the
School.

The School offers 25 academic programmes, out
of which 18 academic programmes have been
launched during the period of report.

2.2.18 School of Extension and
Development Studies

The School of Extension and Development Studies
(SoEDS) aims at offering programmes ranging from
awareness courses, certificates, diplomas and
degrees, in the areas of Extension Education,
Livelihood Education, Sustainable Development
Studies and Empowerment Studies. The School is
offering four academic programmes out of which two
programmes were offered in the period of report.

2.2.19 School of Foreign Languages

The School of Foreign Languages (SoFL) was
established to promote communication across
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borders and countries. It offers eight academic
programmes in Spanish, German, Japanese,
Persian, French and Arabic languages.

2.2.20 School of Translation
Studies and Training

The School of Translation Studies and Training
(SoTST) has various aspects of translation studies as
its priority areas of study. The emphasis of the
school is also on providing training to translators
through workshops and projects. The School has on
offer Post-graduate Diploma in Translation, M.A. in
Translation Studies (on-campus, full-time), P.G.
Certificate in Bangla-Hindi Translation and P.G.
Certificate in Malayalam-Hindi Translation. The last
two programmes have been launched during the
period of report.

2.2.21 School of Performing
and Visual Arts

The School of Performing and Visual Arts
(SoPVA) aims at developing and offering
programmes in collaboration with different
specialised institutes leading to certificates,
diplomas and degrees in the areas of music, dance,
theatre and the visual arts. The School offers 18
academic programmes, out of which four
academic programmes are on-campus.

A Memorandum of Collaboration (MoCQ)
between IGNOU and the North East Zonal Cultural
Centre, Dimapur, Ministry of Culture, Government
of India was signed on 19th March, 2010. The
objective of the MoC was to impart training in
traditional/indigenous art forms through a
conventional  system of teaching for
implementation of the ‘Guru Shishya Parampara
Scheme'’ The school has been identified as a nodal
agency to execute the project.



2.3 CENTRES

Recently, the University has institutionalised
seven new centres to promote education, training
and research in focussed areas. These centres are:
Advanced Centre for Informatics and Innovative
Learning (ACIIL), Centre for Corporate Education,
Training and Consultancy (CCETC), National Centre
for Disability Studies (NCDS), IGNOU Institute for
Vocational Education and Training (IIVET), North
East Centre for Research and Development
(NECRAD), IGNOU Institute for Professional
Competency Advancement of Teachers through
ODL (IPCAT) and IGNOU Centre for ODL in Research
and Training in Agriculture (ICRTA).

The ACIIL has been established by IGNOU as the
core centre for developing and deploying
technologically enhanced distributed learning
management systems for providing quality
education to all the learner communities. ACIIL is
also working in the areas of robotising systems,
processes, technologies and applications and the
ICT infrastructure for helping to make services
rendered by the Computer Division and EMPC, etc.
more productive and efficient.

ACIIL has completed the new educational
technology infrastructure called ‘'ODTEL, and has
conceptualised a new system of open e-learning,
named 'Vedyadhara Open Learning Environment (V-
OLE); which would help the course and programme
coordinators, study centres and academic
counsellors to support the learners dynamically. The
ACIIL is also assisting the DEP-SSA, STRIDE and IUC
for the Student Satisfaction Survey analyses and skill
and capacity building for IGNOU faculty in the new
technology areas. The complete implementation of
ACIIL is based on open architecture, open source
and open technologies.

ACIIL has launched two M.Tech programmes in
Embedded System Design Technology and Very
Large Scale Integrated (VLSI) design and
information security under on-campus mode in
collaboration with Rajagiri Educational Charitable
Trust at Kochi as regional programmes. An
Executive MBA programme in IT Management was
launched in collaboration with U21 Global.

The National Centre for Disability Studies was
established to develop human resources in various
areas related to disability for creating a disabled-
friendly society and also promoting inter-disciplinary

Women farmers from Meghalaya’s Garo Hills during a training session on soil and water conservation, organised by
IGNOU Centre for ODL in Research and Training in Agriculture (ICRTA).
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studies on disability with the goal of removing
barriers to empowerment of the persons with
disabilities. Presently the Centre isimplementing and
developing academic programmes in collaboration
with the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI). With its
keen interest in supporting and promoting inclusive
education, a B.Ed. Special Education, a Foundation
Course for In-Service Teachers and a Foundation
Course on Education of Children with Disabilities for
in-service teachers have been launched by the
Centre.

2.4 NEW ACADEMIC
PROGRAMMES

The University launched a large number of
academic programmes at various levels during the
year under report, including on-line and
on-campus programmes. A list of the programmes
launched during the period of report is given below:

2.4.1. Research Degree Programmes

® Ph.D.in Extension & Development Studies, Ph.D.
in Dairy Science & Technology, Ph.D. in Extension
Education, Ph.D. in Community Out-reach, Ph.D.
in French, Ph.D. in Gandhian Thoughts & Peace
Studies, Ph.D. in Vocational Education, Ph.D. in
Knowledge Management and Ph.D. in
Information Technology.

® M.Phil. in Extension Education, M.Phil. in
Community Out-reach, M.Phil. in distance
Education and M. Phil. in Social Work.

2.4.2 Master’s and Bachelor’s

Degree Programmes

® Master's Degree Programmes in Intellectual
Property Law, Master of Commerce in Indirect
Taxes, Master of Commerce (Hindi medium),
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M.Ed. Special Education, M.Sc. in Counseling and
Family Therapy.

® Bachelor's Degree Programme in Philosophy and
BBA in Retailing (in collaboration with the
Retailers Association of India).

2.4.3 PG Diploma and
Diploma Programmes

® Post-graduate Diploma in Book Publishing, Post-
graduate Diploma in District Health
Management, Post-graduate Diploma in HIV
Medicine, Post-graduate Diploma in Plantation
Management, Post-graduate Diploma in Studies
in Indian Culture, Post-graduate Diploma in
Integral Education, Post-graduate Diploma in
Folklore and Culture Studies, Post-graduate
Diploma in Adult Education, Post-graduate
Diploma in Special Education in the area of
Mental Retardation, Visual Impairment and
Hearing Impairment, Post-graduate Diploma in
Financial Markets Practice (in collaboration with
the  Financial Technology Knowledge
Management Company, Mumbai).

® Diploma in Critical Care Nursing, Diploma in Fish
Products Technology and Diploma in Finance,
Budget and Accounting.

2.4.4 PG Certificate and Certificate
Programmes

® Post-graduate Certificate in Agriculture Policy, Post-
graduate Certificate in Bangla-Hindi Translation,
Post-graduate Certificate in Malayalam-Hindi
Translation.

® Certificate in Diabetic Care for Community
Workers, Certificate in Poultry Farming, Certificate
in Water Harvesting and Management, Certificate
in Beekeeping, Certificate in Sri Aurobindo
Studies, Certificate in Sanskrit, Certificate in Early



Childhood Special Education Enabling Inclusion
(Mental Retardation) and Certificate in Food and
Beverage Services.

2.4.5 Online Programmes

The following 18 programmes are being
offered online, largely using a platform developed
by IGNOU.
® Master’s in Intellectual Property Law
® Post-graduate Diploma in Legal Process

Outsourcing, Post-graduate Diploma in Food

Safety and Quality Management, Post-graduate

Diploma in Acupuncture, Post-graduate Diploma

in Indian Studies: Vedic Studies in the Light of Sri

Aurobindo
® Post-graduate Certificate in Health Insurance,

Post-graduate Certificate in Medical Informatics,

Post-graduate Certificate in Medical Laws, Post-

graduate Certificate in Quality Management in

Health Care, Post-graduate Certificate in Project

Management, Post-graduate Certificate in

Australian Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard speaking
at the launch of Master’s in Intellectual Property Law, an
online programme jointly developed by IGNOU and
Queensland University of Technology.

Agriculture Policy, Post-graduate Certificate in

Explorations towards a New Creation of the
Society, Post-graduate Certificate in Integral
Education: From Reflection to Action, Post-
graduate Certificate in Studies of the Rig Veda:
Hymns to the Rising Sun, Surya-Savitri, Post-
graduate Certificate in the Upanishads in the
Light of Sri Aurobindo, Post-graduate Certificate
in the Study of the Bhagawad Gita in the Light of
Sri Aurobindo.

@ Appreciation Programme on Sustainability
Science, Leadership Programme on Nutrition
Security and Sustainable Development.

2.4.6 Academic Programmes at
Regional Centres (RCs)

Several regional centres (RCs) have also engaged
in activities leading to the launch of a number of
new programmes in their respective regions and
across regions. These activities have been along
three distinct lines:

(i) Designing and developing new programmes
addressing specific regional needs;

(ii) Translating the existing programmes into
regional languages;

(iii) Offering short-term face-to-face training
programmes to meet specific job-skill
requirements, _

In these activities, the academics of the RCs have
collaborated with qualified experts in the field. In
some cases, MoUs have been entered into with
local institutions/organisations for collaboration to
meet the purposes of the activities concerned.
® RC-Delhi-1 has launched 14 short-term non-

credit vocational programmes on
communication skills, retail marketing, DTP,
garment stitching, garment manufacturing,
security services, business entrepreneurship, IT
services, school services (the duration of the
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A practical session on garment stitching at RC Delhi-1.

programmes range from one month to three

months) and Certificate in Energy Technology

and Management (CETM).

@ RC-Thiruvananthapuram conducted short-
term training programmes on Personality
Development and on Spoken Hindi.

® RC-Madurai conducted short-term training
programmes on Business Communication and
Entrepreneurship.

The RCs and IGNOU’s institutes NECRD
(Guwahati), IVET (Shillong), IPCAT (Guwahati) and
ICRTA (Agartala) in the North-Eastern States
conducted several short-term training programmes,
under EDNERU, on programmes related to value
added products, pest-control, bamboo, medicinal
plants and water-harvesting management.

RC-Cochin translated the course materials of the
Computer Literacy Programme (CLP) into Malayalam.

2.4.7 Full-time On-Campus
Programmes

The following 36 full-time on-campus
programmes are on offer at the Headquarters
(HQs) mainly, and at a few other centres.
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® Integrated M.Sc. and Ph.D. in Physics and
Astrophysics (at Indian Institute of Astrophysics,
Bengaluru), Master of Social Work with
specialisation in Philanthropic Social Work, M.Sc.
in Actuarial Science, M.A. in Journalism and Mass
Communication, M.A. in Extension and
Development Studies, M.A. in Electronic Media
Production and Management, Master’s in Labour
and Development, Masters in Social
Anthropology, M.A. (Gandhi and Peace Studies)
(at Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, New
Delhi), M.A. in Translation Studies, M.Sc. in
Chemistry, M.Tech. in Airport Infrastructure
Engineering (at CIAL Academy, Cochin), Master
of Performing Arts-Hindustani Classical Music,
Master of Performing Arts-Dance
(Bharatanatyam), Master of Performing Arts-
Theatre Arts, Master of Visual Arts-Painting.

® Post-graduate Diploma in Security Operations (at
SSCl Training Centre, Garahwa, Jharkhand).

® BA.in Applied Sign Language Studies, B.A. Fashion
Merchandising and Production (at Pearl Academy
of Fashion, Jaipur, Delhi, Chennai), B.A. Textile
Design (at Pearl Academy of Fashion, Jaipur, Delhi,
Chennai), B.A. Fashion Design (at Pearl Academy of
Fashion, Jaipur, Delhi, Chennai), B.Sc. in Medical
Laboratory Technology*, B.Sc. in Anaesthesia and
Critical Care Technology*, B.Sc. in Medical Records
and Health Information Technology*, B.Sc. in
Radiation Therapy Technology*, B.Sc. in Medical
Imaging Technology.*
(*¥These are taught in certain member institutions
of the Christian Medical Association of India and
some branches of Apollo Hospitals.)

® Advanced Diploma in Airport Operations
Management (at CIAL Academy, Cochin),
Advanced Diploma in Rescue, Fire Fighting and
Safety (at CIAL Academy, Cochin), Advanced
Diploma in Air Cargo Management (at CIAL
Academy, Cochin), Advanced Diploma in



Security Management (at SSCI Training Centre,
Garahwa, Jharkhand), Post-graduate Certificate
in Security Operations (at SSCl Training Centre,
Garahwa, Jharkhand).

e Certificate in  Hospital  Administrative
Assistantship, Certificate in Digital Film Making
(at Maya Academy of Advanced Cinematics),
Certificate in Airport Ramp Handling (at CIAL
Academy, Cochin), Certificate in Rescue and Fire
Fighting and Certificate in Security and Vigilance
(at CIAL Academy, Cochin).

2.5 EVALUATION AND
CERTIFICATION

The assessment of performance of studentsis an
integral part of the learning process. At present, the
following forms of assessment are followed:

(a) continuous assessment, through assignments
and practical laboratory work

(b) term-end examination (TEE)

() project work (wherever required), with viva for
Post-graduate programmes

Students at the CIAL-Academy in Kochi, that offers
Programmes in Aviation and Airport Infrastructure
Technology and Management in collaboration with
IGNOU.
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(d) extended contact programmes (ECP), seminar
and field work (wherever required).

The statistical account of assessment work

done during the period of report is given below:

® No. of assignments evaluated
(mostly by academic counsellors at  22,29,773
the study centres)

® No. of examination centres

(including practical centres) 2,182
® No. of students registered for TEEs

(June and December, 2009) 6,27,445
® No. of students registered for Entrance Test

(February and August, 2009) 1,76,668
® No. of project reports evaluated 17,261

The University took the followings steps to
improve the methods and systems followed for
student assessments:

i. Provision for improving marks for students short
by 2 percent of securing 2nd Division/1st
Division in Bachelor's and Master's Degree, and
also 55 percent in the Master’s Degree (being
the minimum marks required for lecturership or
for appearing for UGC-NET examinations.)

ii. Scheme of re-evaluation, in place of re-checking,
to mitigate the grievances of the students
regarding unfair and unreasonable evaluation.

iii. Scheme of providing photocopy of the
evaluated answer scripts to the students.

iv. Early declaration of results of the term-end
examinations for those students who have been
selected for higher studies/employment on a
provisional basis and are required to produce
the mark sheet before the prescribed date of the
declaration of results.

v. Software developed to monitor the timely
evaluation of projects submitted by the
students. The evaluation of the projects was
done at headquarters and the regional centres.
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Practical/ laboratory work, seminars, workshops,
etc. were assessed at the study centres and the
marks obtained by the students were
incorporated in the students’ record at
headquarters.

vi. During 2009-10, the facility of On-Demand
Examination was made available for 54 courses
from 10 different programmes.

vii. Online examinations in some programmes.

2.6 21ST CONVOCATION

Some of the Gold Medallists outside the Convention Centre
at the 21st convocation ceremony on 15th March, 2010.

The University’s 21st convocation was held at the
headquarters and at 43 RCs simultaneously on 15th
March, 2010. The chief guest was Prof. S.K. Joshi,
Former Director General, Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR). 1,33,622 students were
awarded degrees/diplomas/certificates, Sixty-six
toppers, who completed their programmes of study
in the minimum period, were also awarded gold
medals. The regional centre-wise break-up of
students awarded degrees/diplomas/certificates are
listed in Appendix-VA.

2.7 RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
AND CHAIRS

Research is an integral and robust activity of the
University. All the Schools of Studies and some



centres offer Ph.D. programmes in various
disciplines, In order to ensure proper coordination
in respect of research-related activities, a separate
Research Unit has been created. This unit has been
handling the task of registration of M.Phil. and Ph.D.
students. It is maintaining the progress documents
of the research scholars, including the Research and
Teaching Assistants (RTAs). It is also the nodal unit
for organising the meetings of the Research Council.

The University enrolled 237 Ph.D./M.Phil.
students in the period of report. Of these, 87 were
RTAs, six were full-time and 136 were part-time Ph.D.
scholars, and eight were M.Phil. full-time students.
The University awarded six Ph.D. degrees in the year
2009-2010. Three Research Council meetings and
one Research Council's Standing Committee
meeting were held during the period of report.

The University has also initiated the concept of
recognising educational institutes as Recognised
Research Centres (RRCs) of IGNOU, for conducting
the Research Degree Programmes under the
Ordinances and Regulations of the University. The
University has notified six recognised research
centres in the year 2009-2010 in various disciplines.
These RRCs are situated in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka and Puducherry.

The University has also been organising national
and international conferences, seminars and
workshops for sharing knowledge globally in the
period of report, These are listed in Appendix-VI.

Several faculty members of IGNOU have
received academic distinctions, to the credit of
IGNOU. They also participated in various
conferences, seminars, symposia and workshops as
resource persons or for sharing their research work.
A comprehensive faculty-wise list of awards and
contributions is listed in Appendix-Vil.

Besides these research-oriented activities,
various Chairs of Study have been set up to focus
on research in specific areas.

Research and Teaching Assistants (RTAs) at the
Convention Centre.
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2.7.1 Chair on Sustainable
Development

During the period of report, the Chair launched the
Leadership Programme on Nutrition Security and
Sustainable Development (online). The Chair has
been engaged in academic and training activities in
collaboration with MSSRF College for Coastal
Communities, Poompuhar, Tamil Nadu and
Jamshedji Tata Virtual Training Centre, MSSRF,
Chennai. The Chair has also been publishing the ‘CSD
Newsletter’ on a quarterly basis. During the period of
report, eight issues of the newsletter were published.

2.7.2 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Chair
on Social Change and
Development

The objectives of the Chair are:

® to conduct research on Dr. Ambedkar's
economic, social, political, religious thoughts.as
well as his ideas on literacy and culture

® to conduct research on the plight of
discriminated and excluded groups

® to conduct research on the issues of discrimination
and the disastrous consequences of discrimination

® to undertake research on policies against
discrimination in India and at the international
level

® to undertake research on the social movement
of Dr. Ambedkar and similar attempts for
collective agencies in contemporary India

® to promote interdisciplinary dialogue, debate
and discussion on Dr. Ambedkar’s works

@ to publish scholarly research papers, reports and
books in this area of study

® to generate consciousness among the public on
thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar through publications,
seminars, workshops, conferences and other
methods
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Students at the workshop on‘Art Forms of Marginalised
Communities-Bhils and Gonds!

During the period of report, the Chair, in
association with the School of Performing and
Visual Arts, conducted a seminar-workshop on ‘Art
Forms of Marginalised Communities-Bhils and
Gonds'. A monograph by the Chair Professor Gail
Omvedt, titled ‘Whose Babasaheb — Assessing the
Work and Life of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’, was also
published during this period.

2.7.3 Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India (CBCI) Chair

The Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI)
and the Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to establish the CBCI-IGNOU Chair to
promote studies in the areas of Family Education,
Social Work, HIV/AIDS, Philosophy, etc.

During the period of report, the Chair organised
the 2nd Annual Mother Teresa Memorial Lecture on
December 21st, 2009, delivered by Shri Navin B.
Chawla, Chief Election Commissioner of India.



2.7.4 Raman Chair for Science
Education

The Raman Chair was established to promote
mathematics and science education. The Chair is
situated in the School of Sciences. It initiates, plans
and coordinates various academic activities in the
project mode. The activities include creating
courses/programmes, writing books, creating multi-
media material for different levels of learning, advice
on innovative methods for science education and use
of technology in distance mode. An objective of the
Chair is also to map out policies for national initiatives
or for furthering the cause of science/mathematics
education nationally/internationally.

2.8 PROJECTS

The University has received a number of projects
from various ministries, funding agencies and other
institutions. The major ones are listed below:

1. ‘Capacity Building in Disaster Management for
Government Officials and Representatives of
Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local
Bodies at District Level’ is fully funded by the
National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA), New Delhi. It aims at generating
awareness and building the capacity of
organisations working with the community at
local level, in Disaster Management. The project
is to be carried out in the 55 most disaster- prone
districts from eleven states, namely Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, = Maharashtra, Orissa, Tripura,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal. (Prof. Pardeep
Sahni, Project Coordinator)

2. Distance Education Programme — Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (DEP-SSA) is a national
component under the Department of School
Education and Literacy, MHRD, Government of

Chief Election Commissioner Navin B. Chawla, who
delivered the 2nd Annual Mother Teresa Memorial
Lecture at IGNOU on 21st December, 2009, with the
Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Menamparampil, Chairman,
CBCI Commission for Education.
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India. It aims at providing need-based support
to all states and UTs in effective implementation
of SSA through distance education. IGNOU has
been entrusted with the responsibility of
implementing this in all states/UTs, depending
on the educational and training needs of the
teachers and other personnel associated with
the education of children at the school level.
During the year 2009-10, DEP-SSA worked
extensively on strengthening the in-service
teacher education, particularly in teaching of
science and mathematics at the upper primary
level and teaching of English at the primary level.
120 teacher educators in four different zones
were trained in on-line design, development and
production of training modules through
interactive multilingual Wiki portal.

Four thousand master trainers were oriented
through teleconferencing programmes on
teaching of science, mathematics and English at
elementary level and 300 teachers were
oriented through induction training
programmes on communication skills in English
in Kerala and Orissa (Prof. K.R. Srivathsan, PVC-
In charge).

. The Rajiv Gandhi Project for Edusat-supported
Elementary Education (RGPEEE) has been
functional since December 17, 2005, to utilise
Edusat capabilities in strengthening quality
elementary education through ICT, along with the

A hub operator initialising a hub before transmission.
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capacity building of teachers. It is spread over select
districts in seven Hindi-speaking states of India,
namely, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand.
(Regional Services Division, Coordinator)

. 'Participatory Management of Displacement,

Resettlement and Rehabilitation; funded by the
World Bank, which started in 2000 was
successfully completed in 2010. Under this
project, the PG Certificate in Participatory
Management of Displacement, Resettlement
and Rehabilitation (PGCMRR) was launched in
2001 through http://rronline.ignou.ac.in, and
later in offline mode, from January, 2002. In
2003, a National Conference was organised on
‘Urgent Issues in RandR’ and an evaluation of
PGCMRR was carried out, which recommended
upgradation of PGCMRR to PG Diploma in
Participatory Management of Displacement,
Resettlement and Rehabilitation (PGDMRR).
PGDMRR was launched as a distance education
programme of IGNOU in 2008, and as an online
programme in 2010 (Prof. Madhu Bala, Project
Coordinator).

. IGNOU-MOPR-UNDP Project on ‘Capacity

Building of PRIS through a Multi-Mode Training
Intervention. The main objectives of the project
are:

i) Empowering and building capacities of
elected members of panchayats and
development functionaries

ii) Institutionalising mechanisms to strengthen
capacity building. The Project covers the six
states of Bihar, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand, with
IGNOU as the implementing agency. Hardware
mapping of panchayats in four districts in six
participating states was carried out in the period
under report. (Prof. M. Aslam, Project
Coordinator).



6. The Ministry of Rural Development, Government
of India, sponsored a special project under
Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojna (SGSY) for
Creation of Jobs in Growth Sectors for Rural BPL
Youth. IGNOU has been identified as the nodal
agency. During the period of report, four Pan-
India projects (with NIS Sparta as implementing
partner) were sanctioned under the SGSY
scheme with a target of 24,000 candidates
(SOVET, Coordinator).

2.9 MATERIAL PRODUCTION
AND DISTRIBUTION

Material production and distribution is one of
the most important activities of the University. The
Material Production and Distribution Division
(MPDD) has been entrusted with this responsibility.

It coordinates the printing of study material by
all the Schools of Studies and meets all the print
material needs of students as well as the regional
and study centres of IGNOU, along with any special
requirements. Printing of study material for the

MPDD stall at the World Book Fair 2010.

IGNOU - Annual Report 2009-10 | 39




CHAPTER-2

Southern region has also begun from the Madurai
Regional Centre, on a pilot basis.

MPDD has a strong marketing cell which looks
after the sale of study material to the general public
and other educational institutions, as well as
IGNOU's participation at book fairs.

During the year under report, the printing and
sales figures were shown in the charts as shown in
the following charts.

Study Material/Blocks Printed
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Sale of Study Material

2.10 NEW ACADEMIC INITIATIVES

The University entered the 25th year of its
existence on 19th November, 2009. As part of the
celebrations, it launched a variety of academic
initiatives, including a Silver Jubilee Lecture Series.

In the period of report, the lectures in these
series were:
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Dr G.N. Devy delivering the Silver Jubilee Lecture.

i) ‘Aphasia, Amnesia and Inequalities: Narrative of
Marginalisation’ by Dr. G.N. Devy (December
22nd, 2009)

ii) ‘Building Inclusive Knowledge Societies in a
Globalised World: Opportunities and Risks’ by
Her Excellency Ms. Irina G. Bokova, Director
General of UNESCO (January 11th, 2010).

iii) ‘Internal Security in Jammu and Kashmir:
Historical Perspective and Emerging Scenario’ by
Lt. General Mukesh Sabharwal, AVSM (January
21st, 2010), and

: -. {2 4 s

Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit and Rajya Sabha MP
Brinda Karat at the inauguration of the Friday Seminar
Series of SOGDS.




iv) ‘Welfare, Preventive Policing and Helping the
Helpless’ by Dr. Kiran Bedi, IPS (February 25th,
2010).

Individual schools also invited renowned guest
speakers as part of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations. The
School of Inter-disciplinary and Trans-disciplinary
Studies, the School of Gender and Development
Studies and the School of Extension and
Development Studies held several lectures in the
Silver Jubilee Series in the period of report. Smt Sheila
Dikshit, Chief Minister of Delhi, launched the MA
Programme and inaugurated the Friday Seminar
Series of the School of Gender and Development
Studies, featuring the inaugural address by Smt.
Brinda Karat, followed by talks by scholars of
international repute, including Prof Aijaz Ahmad,
Prof. Ramin Jahanbegloo, Prof. Gail Omvedt and Prof.
Margery Fee.

As part of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations, the
School of Social Work has adopted a slum
community in Tigri in South Delhi. The School of
Health Sciences organised a blood donation camp
in coordination with the Rotary Blood Bank, South
District on 15th January, 2010 at the IGNOU
headquarters, with 108 members donating blood.

2.10.1 Community Colleges

The Community College Scheme, a landmark
initiative of IGNOU, was formally launched on 4th
July, 2009. Its key cardinal philosophy can be
encapsulated as '‘By the Community, For the
Community, Of the Community’ The Scheme is
targeted towards providing an alternative system of
education to those who, for some reason or other,
have missed the opportunity of mainstream
education. Offering of community need-based
academic programmes at the levels of certificate,
diploma and associate degree and also non-credit
customised programmes have been envisaged

D. Purandeswari, MoS for HRD, inaugurating the first
IGNOU-run community college in Pathanamthitta,
Kerala. VC Prof V.N. Rajasekharan Pillai is also seen.
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under the Scheme. The programmes are primarily in
the area of vocational studies which would be useful
for providing gainful employment to the learners
and more importantly would be beneficial to the
communities. Nearly 413 community colleges have
been registered under this scheme, with 22,135
students taking admission in skill-based and job-
oriented programmes.

Another special group of community colleges is
Gyan Deep, meant exclusively for army personnel.
The enroliment in this scheme was 10,407 in the
year of report.

In an important initiative, IGNOU and MSSRF
have inaugurated the ‘Wish for All' Research and
Training Centre at tsunami-hit Poompuhar, Tamil
Nadu. The first community college directly run by
IGNOU has been inaugurated at Pathanamthitta
district in Kerala.

2.10.2 FlexilLearn: Learn it Your Way

‘FlexiLearn’is an innovation by IGNOU that will
enable prospective learners to sample few courses
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before enrolling for it. This will help them choose
the most relevant and appropriate course and
programme. The ‘FlexiLearn’ scheme was launched
on 19th November, 2009.

The ‘FlexiLearn’ portal provides free access to
IGNOU courses. It is designed as a personal learning
space where free resources are integrated with the
learning management system, whatever be the
learner’s educational qualifications and needs. The
certification by IGNOU, however, will be contingent
on completion of all learning activities and the
payment of the requisite fee.



CHAPTER-3

USING TECHNOLOGIES

he University continuously endeavours to

make appropriate use of new

technological solutions to achieve its

mission of seamless education, cost-
efficiency - and borderless access to quality
education. The different ways in which this is being
done are given in this chapter.

3.1 GYAN DARSHAN

Gyan Darshan (GD) is a digital bouquet of four
channels — GD-1, GD-2, GD-3 and GD-4. These
channels beam programmes produced by IGNOU,
UGC, NCERT, CIET, NITTTRs, lITs, DST and different
ministries of the Government of India. The

O
i

The 10-year celebrations of Gyan Darshan-1 at the IGNOU
campus on 10th February, 2010.

transmission of GD channels is almost completely
automated through the installation of the video
server.

GD-1is a 24-hour channel, which airs enrichment
programmes produced by various government and
educational organisations, and IGNOU's curriculum-
based programmes. GD-2 is the Interactive Distance
Education Channel, dedicated entirely to distance
education. Regular teleconference sessions and
induction meetings are held through this channel
for learners and trainees of the open university
system and other apex bodies. GD-1 and GD-2 are
also available on several DTH platforms, and are
webcast on IGNOU'’s website.

GD-3,‘Eklavya; is a 24-hour channel dedicated to
technical education and runs programmes
generated at various |ITs, for students pursuing
degrees in different disciplines in the area of
engineering and technology. The signals are sent
through microwave links, from where they are
uplinked to the satellite. The nodal office for this is
at lIT, Delhi.

GD-4, 'Vyas Channel, is a 24-hour channel
catering to the needs of students pursuing higher
education under the university and college system
in the country. The programmes are coordinated
by the Consortium of Educational Communication
(CEC). The Vyas Channel has become available on
DTH platforms as well.

During the year of report, major programmes
telecast through GD-1 comprised four hours of
children’s programmes produced by CIET,
programmes for women empowerment for half-an-
hour daily, curriculum-based programmes for IGNOU
students, Sanskrit programmes on ‘Bhasha
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Mandakini’ and Urdu Programmes in ‘Gulistan-e- Gyan Vani FM broadcast from the Jabalpur GV station.

Urdu; general enrichment programmes on health,
science and technology, history and culture,
environment, agriculture, etc. Besides this, recorded
telecasts and live programmes are also telecast
throughout the year.

3.2 GYAN VANI

Gyan Vani (GV), a 'radio cooperative’ funded by
the MHRD, is the only FM radio channel in the
country devoted exclusively to education. Gyan Vani
programmes include information relevant to
students of pre-primary to Post-graduate classes. It
also carries enrichment programmes for generating
environmental awareness, awareness on female
empowerment, legal literacy and capabilities in
professional and science education. Each Gyan Vani
station has a range of about 60 kms, depending on
the terrain.

The launch of 11 Gyan Vani stations in the year
2009-10 is a major achievement. These GV stations
are located in Agra, Chandigarh, Cochin, Cuttack,
Jallandhar, Madurai, Pune, Srinagar, Tiruchirapalli/
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Trichi, Tirunelveli, and Tiruvananthapuram. Earlier, 26
GV stations had been launched during the past nine
years, These are situated in Allahabad, Ahmedabad,
Aurangabad, Bangalore, Bhopal, Chennai,
Coimbatore, New Delhi, Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Indore, Jabalpur, Jaipur, Kolkata, Kanpur, Lucknow,
Mumbai, Mysore, Nagpur, Patna, Panaji, Raipur,
Rajkot, Shillong, Varanasi and Visakhapatnam.

The radio programmes are contributed by
NCERT, NIOS, IGNOU, NGOs and various state
government departments. During 2009-10, 4,400
original prdgrammes, including locally generated
programmes were broadcast from GV stations in
total. Gyan Vani has created a Programme Exchange
Unit and all the radio stations have access to the
best productions of each station. Developmental
and educational programmes from broadcasting
organisations of countries such as Australia, Canada
and Germany are also being aired on Gyan Vani
stations. Gyan Vani, Delhi, is also webcast using
IGNOU's in-house facility.

IGNOU runs at least one hour of live phone-in
counselling programmes every week in
regional languages through the various Gyan Vani
stations. The studio invites experts to clarify
learners’ queries, which are put across by the
learners via telephone. There is enhancement of
participation of more institutions and the number
of IRCs has increased, covering a wide variety of
subject areas. Phone-in programmes are gaining
popularity because GV Delhi is being relayed by
nine stations through DTH mode. A total of 250
IRCs were conducted in the period of report.

3.3 AUDIO/VIDEO
PROGRAMMES

Both broadcast and non-broadcast modes of
delivery were adopted by the University and the
audio/video programmes produced at the

University’s Electronic Media Production Centre
(EMPC) were broadcast/telecast over Gyan
Darshan, Gyan Vani, Edusat, AlIR/Doordarshan
Channels. During 2009-10, the following numbers
of audio and video programmes were produced:
i. Audio programmes: 28
ii. Video programmes: 230
iii. Programmes received from Radio Australia,
Radio Canada and other sources (no
payment involved): 26
The CDs were sent to RCs/SCs for viewing by
students and also sold at reasonable rates through
the Marketing Unit of EMPC.
During the year, live transmission and coverage
was successfully undertaken for several major
events.

3.4 EDUSAT

EDUSAT is the first Indian satellite designed and
developed by the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) exclusively for serving the
educational sector. It is mainly intended to meet the
demand for an interactive satellite-based distance
education system for the country. It is a
collaborative project of the MHRD, ISRO,
Department of Space and IGNOU. The satellite has
six Ku-Band transponders and six Ext, C-Band
transponders. One beam or Ext. C-Band covers the
entire country, including the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. It reflects India’s commitment to use space
technology for national development, especially for
development of human resources in remote and
rural locations.

The University has established 182 interactive
terminals across the country with a two-way
interactive facility. An Edusat Mini Hub has been
shifted from ISRO, Ahmedabad, to EMPC, at the
headquarters. ISRO has also provided a new Learning
Management System (LMS) for the network.
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