conducted for M. Ed., M. Phil, Ph. D., and Educational Management and Administration. A
three-day Academic Councelling through teleconferencing was conducted for CIG students.

During the year under review, one School Board meeting was held in January, 1997; and four
School Council meetings were conducted during October 1996 to March 1997.

Distance Education Project — District Primary Education Programme

The project is an extension activity of the School of Education, which is funded by the MHRD
with IDA funds. A report on the project is given elsewhere in this Report.

5.5 SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES

School of Health Sciences (SOHS) was established in 1991 with the objective of improving
educational/training status of various categories of health professionals by planning and
launching of academic programmes through distance education. These programmes aim at
upgrading the knowledge, skill and competence of doctors, nurses and allied health professionals
besides increasing awareness of the lay public on health subjects. Thus, SOHS provides
continuing education for various categories of health functionaries. This is a pioneering effort in
training of health manpower specially for inservice health professionals who need not be
dislodged from their workplace and lays special emphasis on skill development.

Programmes on offer

B.Sc. Nursing was launched in July, 1994. This is an 80 credit programme of three years
duration. The third batch of students have been admitted.

Admission for Post Graduate Diploma in Maternal and Child Health Care (PGDMCH) has been
advertised and the programme is to commence in July, 1997. This is a 32 credit academic
programme of one year duration.

Maintenance work on existing programmes/courses

3 courses comprising of 24 credits of I year B.Sc. Nursing.
3 courses comprising of 28 credits of II year B.Sc. Nursing.

No. of blocks/assignments printed during the year

During the year, the School printed 13 blocks and 18 assignments.

Programmes launched during the year _ .

3rd year B.Sc. Nursing programme of 28 credits was launched in January, 1997.
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Proposals on new academic programmes

Postgraduate Diploma in Maternal and Child Health Care (PGDMCH) will be launched in July
1997. This has already been approved by the Planning Board and Advisory Committee two
years ago.

School is planning to launch B.Sc.(Diploma in Medical Laboratory Technology [DMLT]) and
Certificate in Geriatric Medicine and Certificate in Rural Surgery with-in the next two years.
The « faculty are trying to initiate research projects, especially in the field of materials
management, Certificate Programme in Logistics Equipment, Management in Health and Family
Welfare, and Training of Multi Purpose Health Assistants through Distance Education.

Details of Expert/Course Writers” Meetings

One Expert Committee meeting held for PGDMCH; two Expert Committee meetings held for
CRS; two Course Writers meetings held for CRS; one Expert Committee meeting held for
B.Sc.(DMLT); and two Review committee meetings held for. B.Sc. Nursing (I & II year

programme).

Seminars/Workshops organised by the School during the year

The School organised two Audio Video workshops for B.Sc. Nursing; one Audio Video
workshop for PGDMCH; and one National Seminar on MCH Care.

Details of distinguished visitors to the School during the year

Dr. N.H. Antia, Director, Foundation for Research in Community Health, Bombay .
Shri J.C. Pant, Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

During the year the School held one School Board meeting and four School Council meetings.

5.6 SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

The School has been offering BA Degree Programmes in English and Hindi comprising 15
elective courses. In addition, it has developed 15 foundation courses in English and Modemn
Indian ‘Languages and five application-oriented courses in English and Hindi for the
University's Bachelor's Degree Programme and two Diploma programmes in Creative Writing
in English and Hindi. Two Experts Committee Meetings were held for MA English and Hindi
and three Course Writers Meetings each were also held for MA English and MA Hindi.

Details of programmes on offer
Diploma Programme in Creative Writing in English

Diploma Programme in Creative Writing in Hindi
Five Application Oriented Courses
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Two Foundation Courses in English
Thirteen Foundation Courses in Modern Indian Languages
Certificate in the Teaching of English

Maintenance work on existing programmes/courses

During the year, the School was involved in the preparation/revision of course material,
preparation of assignments, printing/re-printing of blocks, organising teleconferencing sessions,
evaluation of assignments, etc.

No. of Blocks/Assignments printed during the year

During the year under report, the School undertook printing of 35 fresh blocks, 42 re-prints and
42 assignments.

Programmes launched during the year
Certificate in the Teaching of English (1997)
Details of Expert/Course Writers' Meetings
MA English Expert Committee Meeting - March 1997
MA Hindi Expert Committee Meeting
MA English & Hindi Course Writers Meeting - March 1997
Radio and TV Lekhan Course Writers Meeting - 29-30 August, 1996

Proposals on new academic programmes

Programmes under various stages of planning/development include PG Diploma in Translation,

PG Diploma in Radio & TV Writing, EPP (or EEG-04 of the BDP), Certificate in Editing and
Proofreading.

Other relevant information

The School brought out a Decennial Souvenir to commemorate ten years of IGNOU’s existence.
It also brought out three issues of the IGNOU Newsletter and six issues of the Inhouse Magazine.

The Editing Cell of the School was responsible for editing 70 units in addition to brmgmg out the
IGNOU Handbook 1997 and Profile 1997.

The Translation Cell vetted 46 units, and 34 items and translated 78 items (acad.) and 5 items
(non-acad.). The Cell compared 13 units and 9 items (acad.) 2 items (non-acad.) and proofread
29 units and 2 items. A

During the year, the School held six School Council (July, August, Sept., Oct., Nov., Feb.)
meetings and two School Board (April 96, Oct.96) meetings.
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5.7 SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT STUDIES

The Management Programmes offered by the School currently consist of 38 courses plus a
project report which is equivalent to two courses. These Programmes offered on a modular
pattern, and in different combinations, lead to a diploma, a Post Graduate Diploma, any of
the four specialisation Post Graduate Diplomas and the MBA. The School has planned to
develop a few more courses in each specialisation area to strengthen the management
programmes.

As for Commerce, the School has on offer 1 Preparatory Course, 11 elective courses and 4
Application Oriented Courses based on Commerce for the Bachelor's Degree Programme.
During the year, the Commerce faculty undertook the development of two more electives
in Commerce and one Application Oriented Course on Entrepreneurship and Small Business.

These are likely to be launched in 1998. It is also engaged in substantial revision of some of
the Commerce courses.

The School has initiated steps to prepare Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration
(BBA) and Post Graduate Programmes in Hotel Management, Banking, Public Systems
Management, International Business Operations and Capital Market Operations. The PhD
programme is also being developed. The Planning Board has already approved the School's
perspective plan in principle.

The School has been regularly organising two days’ update seminars ~ through
teleconference in various specialisation areas of management and commerce on monthly basis.
This is in addition to the regular teleconference done by the school. In addition, the School
has built up a joint programme of tele-conferencing with All India Management Association
(AIMA) meant for students of both IGNOU and AIMA. The School has taken up a Project on
continuing education of working managers entitled Project MEIDS, (Management Education
through Interactive Delivery System) through which the Capsule Programmes are being
offered through a technology aided alternative delivery system.

Details of programmes on offer
Management

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Diploma in Management (DIM)

Postgraduate Diploma in Management (PGDIM)

Post Graduate Diploma in Human Resource Management (PGDHRM)
Post Graduate Diploma in Financial Management (PGDFM)

Post Graduate Diploma in Operations Management (PGDOM)

Post Graduate Diploma in Marketing Management (PGDMM)

% O* * K X * *

Commerce

* Bachelor Préparatory Programme (BPP)

24




* Bachelor in Commerce (B.Com.)
Maintenance work on existing programmes/courses

The School was involved in the maintenance work relating to most of the courses in both the
areas of Management and Commerce.

No. of Blocks/Assignments printed during the year
Management : 105 Blocks; Assignments - 108
Commerce : 59 Blocks; Assignments - 32
Proposals on New Academic Programmes

i) Post Graduate Diploma in Hotel Management

ii) Post Graduate Diploma in Public System Management

ii1) Ph.D.

iv) Bachelor in Business Administration (BBA)

v) Post Graduate Diploma in International Business Operations (PGDIBO)
vi) Post Graduate Diploma in Capital Market Operations (PGDCMO)

Details of Expert/Course Writers' Meetings

Management

- Expert Committee Meeting - MS-46 (Management of Financial Services) - Dec. 3, 1996

- Course Writers Cum Expert Committee Meeting MS-53  (Production/Operations
Management) - Dec.10, 1996

- Expert Committee Meeting on Course on MS-58 - (Management of R & D and Innovation
- Jan 17, 1997

- Expert Committee Meeting of Ph.D. Programme in Management - March 17, 1997

- Expert Committee Meeting - MS - 26 (Organisational Dynamics)
- March 18, 1997

Commerce

- Expert Committee Meeting - Business Environment (ECO-13) Aug 16,1996

- Expert Committee Meeting - PGDIBO Sept 30,1996

- Expert Committee Meeting - BBA Jan 23,1997

- Course Writers Meeting - Business Environment - Feb 21,1997

- Course Writers Meeting - International Business Environment March 25,1997

- Expert Committee Meeting - Post Graduate Diploma in Capital Market Operations -
March 30, 1997
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Seminars/Workshops organised by the School during the year
During the year, the School has organised the following Conferences/ Workshops :

(1) National Conference on Management Education For 21st Century: New Options
and Strategies, April 11-12, 1996 '

(i) National Conference on Vision 20-21 Alternative Paradigms for Management
Education, Nov. 6-7, 1996

(iii)  National Conference on Management of Management Schools in collaboration with
the Association of Indian Management Schools (AIMS), April 13-14,1997.

(iv)  Business Education at Undergraduate level building up BBA and restructuring B.Com.
-Jan 22, 1997

These Conferences/W orkshops were well attended by the directors of management schools
and professionals from the industries throughout the country. In addition, the school has
conducted two days Faculty Development Programmes for the teachers of management in the
country through teleconference mode focussed on strategic and  marketing management.

Awards/Fellowships
Prof. Madhulika Kaushik received Indira Priyadarshini Award.

During the year, the School held three School Council Meetings.

58 SCHOOL OF SCIENCES

The B.Sc. Programme was launched by the School of Sciences in 1991-92 at 29 Study Centres
with the enrolment of 1,208 students. There has been a steady increase in the enrolment of
students as well as an increase in the number of Study Centres for B.Sc. In 1996-97 as many as
2,766 students were enrolled in the first year and the number of Study Centres increased to 52.

Details of Programmes on Offer

1) B.Sc. General
ii) B.Sc. Major in Mathematics
. 1)) B.Sc. Major in Chemistry
iv) B.Sc. Major in Physics
V) B.Sc. Specialisation in Life Sciences
vi)  Bachelors’ Prepartory Programme (BPP)

Maintenance work on existing programmes/courses
The School was involved in the maintenance work relating to preparation of foundation, elective

and application oriented courses for the Bachelor’s Preparatory Programmes (BPP) and the
Bachelor’s Degree Programmes (BDP).
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No. of Blocks/Assignments printed

No. of Blocks 9 English
14 Hindi

No. of Assignments 73 English
73 Hindi

In addition, the School printed the programme guide, the student handbook and the prospectus
both in Hindi and English.

Propesals on New Academic Programmes
1) B.Sc. Major in Plant Sciences
ii) B.Sc. Major in Animal Sciences
iii) P.G. Diploma in Analytical Chemistry
iv) Certificate Programme in Teaching of Primary School Mathematics
V) Modular Programme on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development
vi) Certificate in Environmental Studies in collaboration with the School of Social

Sciences

Details of Expert/Course Writers’ Meetings

)

).

ii1)
iv)

v)
vi)
vii)

viii)

iX)

X)

Expert Committee Meeting of LSE-14(L) Part A on July 9-10, 1996

Expert Committee Meeting of LSE-14(L) Part B on February 27, 1997

Expert Committee Meeting of LSE-11(L) on March 20, 1997

Expert Committee Meeting of AOC and Diploma in Aquaculture on February 4-
5,1997

Course Writers Meeting of the Mathematics Elective MTE-14, on ‘Mathematical
Modelling” was held on the September 10-11, 1996

Second Course Writers Meeting of the Mathematics Elective MTE-13, on
‘Discrete Mathematics’ was held on the Septmber 17-18, 1996

Course Design Meeting for the AOC, “Statistics and Operations Research”, was
held on the March 31, 1997

Exploratory Meeting of resource persons to discuss perspective paper on Modular
Programme on S&T for Sustainable Development held on the December 12,
1996 _
Exploratory Meeting of resource persons to finalise perspective paper and discuss
strategies for programme development for the Modular Programme on the March
27, 1997

Meeting of additional Course Writers for PHE-14 held on the March 18, 1997
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Seminars/Workshops organised by the School during the year

Workshops

(1) The School organised a pre-workshop panel discussion in connection with the COL-
Commonwealth Secretariat funded Workshop on Laboratory Technicians Programme on
May 7, 1996.

(i)  The Main Workshop on Laboratory Technicians Programme was conducted during May
13-18, 1996 in collaboration with the Commonwealth of Learning, Vancouver, and
Commonwealth Secretariat, London. The entire faculty of the School of Sciences

participated in the Workshop alongwith the delegates from Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Srilanka & Nepal.

(iii)  An Explorative Workshop on P.G. Diploma Programme in Analytical Chemistry was
held on March 27-28, 1997.

Seminar

i) “The Nobel Prizes in Physics” by Dr. R. Ramachandran, Science Editor, The Economic
Times.

i) A Report on the Recent Workshop on Laboratory Technicians Training and Culture of
Maintenance held in Zambia by Dr. S. Kannan of the School.

Awards and Fellowships

Dr. Neera Kapoor and Dr. Pushplata Tripathi were awarded Ph.D. Degrees in 1996-97.
Dr. Suresh Chandra got a research project entitled “Transfer of Radiation Through the
Atmosphere of IRC +10216” from the Department of Science and Technology, New Delhi.

Other relevant information

1) Prof. S.C. Garg has gone on Extraordinary Leave for 2 years (w.e.f. May 1, 1996) to the
University of South Pacific, Fiji as a Distance Education Designer on a Commonwealth
Secretariat assignment.

i1) Dr. Parvin Sinclair was on Sabbatical Leave from the 1st January 1997 to 30th June 1997
for a period of 6 months.

During the year, the School held two School Board Meetings and eight School Council

Meetings.

5.9 SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

The School of Social Sciences has been aséigled the following six disciplines :

1) Economics
ii) History
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ii1) Library and Information Science
iv) Political Science

v) Public Administration

vi) Sociology

Various disciplines of the School have launched a number of Programmes and courses
leading to various certificates, Diplomas and Degrees. The unique feature of the School is that
apart from conventional courses, a number of new areas have been explored. These new areas
are Consumer Studies, Disaster Management, Environmental Studies, Human Rights,
Tourism and Women's Empowerment. The programmes and courses in a few of these areas
have already been launched while some are at various stages of development. A brief
account of all the activities of the school is provided below.

Details of Programmes on offer
1) Bachelor's Preparatory Programme (BPP):

The School contributes a Preparatory course in Social Sciences to this programme. The course is
offered both in English and Hindi.

i1) Bachelor's Degree Programme

The School contributes a major portion of courses to the B.A. programme. The school offers
the following courses:

a) Foundation course in Humanities and Social Sciences (FHS): The course is offered both
in English and Hindi. The course is a compulsory component for all Bachelor's Degree
Programmes viz., B.A., B.Com, B.Sc., Bachelor's in Computer Applications and Bachelor's

in Tourism Studies.

b) Elective Courses: The School contributes elective courses in five major disciplines
leading to Bachelor's Degree in Economics, History, Political Science, Public Administration
and Sociology. The total number of elective courses are 31 in English and Hindi
separately. Total credits for these courses are 240 in English and Hindi each.

c) Application oriented Courses : The school has offered one application oriented course in
consumer studies worth 8 credits both in English and Hindi. This will also benefit students
enrolled for any Bachelor's Degree in IGNOU.

iii)  Bachelor's Degree Programme in Library & Information Science (BLIS)

iv) Master's Degree Programme in Library & Information Science (MLIS)

V) Programmes in Tourism Studies

a) Certificate Programme in Tourism Studies (CTS): 16 Credits
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b) Diploma in Tourism Studies (DTS): 36 Credits
c) Bachelor's Degree in Tourism Studies (BTS): 96 Credits

Maintenance work on existing Programmes/Courses.

The School was involved in the maintenance work relating to the Courses (both Foundation and
Electives) for the Bachelor’s Preparatory and Degree Programmes; and programmes in Tourisem
Studies, Library & Information Sciences (Bachelor’s and Master’s level). The total number of

courses invovled in this work is 61 and 35 (English and Hindi) with a credit value of 376 and
268 (English and Hindi) respectively.

No. of Blocks, Assignments, Applicant's Guides, Programme Guides prepared during the
year:

Blocks prepared

1) Tourism Studies - around 20 Blocks For DTS/BTS in English

ii) Tourism Studies - around 17 blocks in Hindi for CTS/DTS/BTS
iii) BDP - a few blocks in Consumer Studies
iv) BDP - a few blocks in International Relations

In addition, the School prepare 257 assignments (161 English, 96 Hindi); 4 applicants guides (3
English, 1 Hindi); and 7 programme guides (4 English, 3 Hindji).

Total Material Printed

1. Applicant's Guides and Programme Guides etc 16
2. Blocks 53
3. Assignments 65
4. Reprints of Blocks 379

Total 213

Programmes launched during the year

Certificate Programme in Tourism Studies in Hindi
Bachelor's Degree in Tourism Studies in Hindi

Proposals on new academic programmes

Bachelor's Degree in Business Economics - 48 credits
Diploma Programme in Tourism Studies in_Hindi - 32 credits
Elective course in National Income Accounting EEC-07 - 8 credits
Elective course in European History - (EHI-07) - 8 credits
Elective course in International Relations (EPS-07) - 8 credits

Diploma in Women's Empowerment and Development in Hindi - 36 credits
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Certificate in Participatory Forest Management
Bachelor in Library in Information Sciences in Hindi
Diploma in Public Policy

Certificate in Disaster Management

Certificate in Decentralised Planning

Diploma in International Relations

Certificate in Consumer Studies

Certificate in Environmental Studies

Details of Expert Committee / Course Writers’ Meetings.

Around 20 meetings of Expert Committees/Course Writers Meeting took place pertaining to

the above listed Programmes / Courses.

Seminars/workshops organised by the School during the year

Prof. Andre Beteille of Delhi School of Economics, Prof. Ramkrishna Mukherjee, Deptt.
of Sociology of Delhi University visited the school to deliver lectures on different themes.

The School organised the IInd Anuvrat Lecture on February 17, 1997.

delivered by the eminent jurist, Mr.Nani A.Palkhivala.

Prof. Mairead Browne of University of Technology, Sydney, visited the faculty in February,

1997.

The School held seven Meetings of the School Council and one Meeting of the School Board

during the year.

WSDRA GANDHI NATIONAL O
SECOMD ANUVRAY TRUST
910> ROLE OF DESTINY

SPEAKER : SHRI MA}
MONDAY . FEERUARY 17,1887 A1

Shri Nani A. Palkhivala delivered the second Anuvrat Lecture on February 17, 1997.
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Other Activities

The School of Social Sciences has received a project on Human Rights. The project involves

creating awareness about human rights and prepare study packages for different target
groups. Details of this project are given elsewhere in the Report.

In addition, the School organised the following activities :

L. The Faculty of History conducted Orientation Programmes for the Counsellors of
Tourism Studies at Calcutta, Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Delhi and a few other
places.

2. The Faculty of Public Administration conducted face-to-face interaction with students

to get the feedback prior to interacting with some of the academics, govt.
officials/professionals and NGO functionaries in the Regional Centres for popularising
the programmes under Planning and Development by Public Administration Faculty -
for which the faculty visited the following regional centres: Guwahati (January,

1997), Ahmedabad (February, 1997), Lucknow (February, 1997) and Bangalore
(February, 1997).

3. The Faculty of Library & Information Science conducted orientation and feedback
programmes (BLISc, MLISc) at Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Calcutta and Trivandrum.

4. Faculty of Library Science conducted 36 hours of Practicals in 15 work centres of
MLISc. The practicals involved hands-on training on computer for library operations.

5. All the disciplines of the School together conducted a large number of Teleconferencing
sessions from the EMPC for students enrolled in various programmes of the School.

6. RESEARCH PROGRAMMES

Three types of Systemic Research have been conceived in open and distance learning, under a
policy approved by the Board of Management: theoretical, developmental and evaluational for
faculty development, institutional growth, and quality assurance respectively. Based on this
approach, IGNOU has adopted suitable research strategies and designed a feasible research
framework consisting of discipline-based/subject-based areas, inter-disciplinary development
studies, and system-based fields. Broadly, research plans in IGNOU have been classified into
five categories: Research Degree Programmes, Research Grant Scheme, Research Fellowships,
Associateship Scheme, and Research Publication Scheme.

Research Degree Programmes
An ordinance on Research Degree Progmmmeshas been framed. The Ordinance provides for a

Research Council, which, subject to overall guidance and supervision of the Academic Council,
is responsible for planning, management, organisation and monitoring of Research Degree
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Programmes, namely, M.Phil. and Ph.D. The Research Council operates through various
Research Committees. The Ordinance lays down enrolment, supervision, guidance and
evaluation procedures. Course work has been made a necessary requirement for students
pursuing these Programmes. The courses will be broadly of two types : those relating to the
thrust areas identified, and those relating to Research Methodology and Information Technology.

Research Grant Scheme

The scheme provides research grants to individuals, groups and institutions for undertaking
research under two categories of minor and major projects. Academics, professionals and free-
lance researchers are encouraged to seek financial support from this provision. The main
objectives of the scheme are to provide opportunities for the creation and preservation of
knowledge; to promote research activities in the University with a focus on important
educational issues and to strengthen the research capabilities of the staff.

The selection of proposals for awarding research grants is made on the basis of the criteria of
originality, relevance, validity, objectivity, reliability, rigour and methodology of research.
Based on this criteria, 12 projects (8 minor and 4 major) were awarded in the financial year
1996-97 and about 20 are likely to be awarded in the next year.

Research Fellowships/Associateship Scheme

The schemes of Research Fellowships and Associateships are integrated with the Research
Degree Programmes and Research Grant Schemes respectively. The Research Fellowships
Scheme is distinct from the conventional pattern both in respect of selection of candidates and
method of financing. A method has been adopted by which the fellowship amount is
determined on the basis of their involvement in research and other work with the University.
Both associateships and fellowships are offered to those scholars who wish to work in the thrust
areas identified by the University so that the outcome of these research efforts can contribute to
the development of the open and distance education system in the country. The Research
Fellowship Scheme has been adopted as a part of the Research Degree Programmes, whereas the
Research Associateship Scheme has been integrated with the Research Grant/Project Scheme.

Research Publications

Research Publication is an important component of research system of the IGNOU. Provision
has been made for publication of the research work such as research papers, occasional papers,
working papers, monographs, dissertation, thesis etc.

Quality Assurance System
Programme Evaluation for Quality Assurance is crucial for the Distance Education System
(DES) because of its methodology, philosophy, and approach. To make distance education

effectively attuned to the needs of educational development, it is important:to evolve some in-
built quality assurance procedures within the system based on
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- Quality Evaluation of the process of education, training and research;
- Quality Control of its operations and presentation; and
- Quality Audit of its performances and outcomes.

The quality assurance goals in all the three components of an educational system namely
education, training and research can be accomplished only when programme evaluation, process
evaluation and the systemic evaluation are conducted together in a comprehensive manner. Two
major activities have already been implemented and reports have been published. These are : (i)

Quality-Assessment-I and (ii) A Feedback Study on Utilization of Library Material, Facilities
and Services. '

7. CENTRE FOR EXTENSION EDUCATION

The activities of the Centre for Extension Education (CEE) during the period April 1, 1996 to
March 31, 1997 are indicated below :

1. An Orientation Programme for the second batch of senior officers of the Rapid Action
Force on contemporary Social Realities was organised during April’96. About 20
officers of the Rapid Action Force (RAF) attended the same.

2. The Orientation programme for the 3rd batch of 20 senior officers of the RAF on
Contemporary Social Realities was organised from 5th August, 96 to 12th August, 96.

3 An Expert Committee Meeting for the Certificate Programme in Participatory Forest
Management was convened on October 25, 1996 to finalise the course outlines of the
programme and deliberate on multi media format of the communication packages and the
multi channel mode of delivery system of the programme.

4, A team of 15 students and teachers from the US visited the University on 9.1.97 as a part

of their educational tour to India and had discussions with the Academics of IGNOU on a
wide range of subjects.

8. A Ministrial delegation of 6 members on a study tour to India from the Overseas
Development Administration (ODA) funded Adult Literacy Training Project of Egypt
visited the University on 20th March, 97. Areas such as distance education, vocational
training, gender teacher training were deliberated upon by the team with the academics of
IGNOU. The problem of illiteracy and how the Govt. of India is handling this problem
was also discussed by the delegation.

6. A meeting of the experts on Integrated Waste Disposal Management (IWDM) was
convened on 18th Feb., 97 to formulate the syllabus for the Certificate Course in IWDM.

7 An MoU between IGNOU & Indian Renewal Energy Development Agency Ltd.
(IREDA) was signed on 3.4.96 for co-operation and collaboration in the areas of
Information Dissemination in Human Resource Development in the areas of Renewable

34

»'-'-‘"




Energy in the country. The MoU was signed by Dr. V. Bakthavatsalam, Managing
Director, IREDA and Prof. J. Jha, Pro Vice Chancellor, IGNOU.

8. ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES
8.1 STAFF TRAINING AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION

IGNOU has been giving high priority to human resource development in distance education
since its inception. For this purpose, a Division of Distance Education (DDE) was set up in 1986
with a view to identifying training needs of different categories of staff, build up resource base of
information, training materials and trainers, and organise staff development programmes and
activities. The initial focus was staff employed in IGNOU including staff in the DDE itself, who
were first engaged in conducting seminars, workshops and programmes in distance education
with the support of national and international experts. They also developed and implemented the
Diploma Programme in Distance Education. Through these efforts, distance education methods,
materials and formats suitable for IGNOU were developed and finalised.

In 1990, the Commonwealth of Learning (COL) had organised a conference on Distance
Education in Islamabad, Pakistan, at which a proposal to set up a training institute for Distance
Education in the South Asian Region was mooted. In 1993, the COL undertook a study of the
institutions engaged in training in Distance Education in member countries and after an
evaluation of the training work done by the DDE , declared IGNOU as COL Centre of
Excellence in Training in Distance Education in South Asian Region for five years. The COL
also undertook the responsibility of strengthening the training activities of IGNOU by setting up
a Regional Centre. Following this, the DDE was upgraded to Staff Training and Research
Institute of Distance Education (STRIDE) in 1993. STRIDE was entrusted with the task of
training not only staff of IGNOU but the staff of all the Open Universities and Distance
Education Institutes in India as well as the region particularly South Asia.

The objectives of STRIDE are:-

. to identify training needs of different categories of personnel already involved, and
expected to get involved in open and distance education;

B to build up a resource base of up-to-date information, training materials, courses and
expertise and make such resources available wherever needed,;

. to develop suitable training strategies and relevant training materials to meet the varied
needs of different types of individuals and distance teaching and training institutes;

. to organise and conduct training and staff development activities for the identified target

groups and institutions through various strategies leading to completion certificates
and/or award of certificates, diplomas and degrees;
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to promote and get involved in research in distance and open education at the
fundamental, the experimental and the application levels in order to constantly enrich the
training programmes, management process, distance education systems, and meet the
challenges of the changing times and needs, new communication technologies and
expanding educational environment.

Currently, the Institute uses the following strategies to achieve its objectives:

1.

il

iii.

iv.

V.

Providing various training programmes (leading to awards like PGDDE and MADE)
using distance education methodologies as a long term measure to develop human
resources in distance education.

Organizing workshops, orientation programmes, attachment programmes, to meet
immediate training needs of both the academic and the non-academic staff in distance
education institutions.

Conducting and supporting research studies in the form of tracer studies, geheral surveys,
programme evaluation etc. to broaden research base in distance education in India for
improving the quality of distance education all over the country.

Developing indigenous literature on distance education including training handbooks and
manuals, etc.

Publishing a research Journal, the Indian Journal of Open Learning (IJOL).

STRIDE has undertaken several activities in development, training and research in distance
education as explained below:

(X

National Programmes

National Training programme on Self-Instructional Material (SIM) development was
conducted from 16.9.96 to 27.9.96 for Academics from State Open Universities (SOUs),

‘Distance Education Institutes (DEIs), and IGNOU Faculty.

A meeting with Heads of Training Units from State Open Universities (SOUs) to identify
and plan the training activities for future, was conducted on 21.3.97.

II International Programmes

.

A meeting to review and plan the Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship Scheme (RGFS)
implementation was conducted on 17.7.96 which was attended by COL representatives
and STRIDE faculty .

An orientation programme for Tutors'from 14 Commonwealth Countries for second
year programme of MADE, RGF Scheme, was conducted from 28.10.96 to 1.11.96.
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v

Mr. Glyn Galo from Soloman Islands was on attachment with STRIDE from 4.11.96 to
8.11.96.

Training programme on SIM Development and Transformation was conducted for the
Faculty of National Institute of Education, Bhutan from 15.1.97 to 24.1.97.

Mr.Paul Nyambala from Kenya was on attachment with STRIDE from 3.3.97 to 7.3.97.
Workshop/Training Programmes conducted for SOUs/DEIs at their Institutions.
A training programme was conducted for the course writers of the School of

Correspondence Courses, Andhra University at Waltair, Visakhapatnam from 3.10.96 to
5.10.96.

A second workshop was conducted for the course writers of the School of
Correspondence Courses, Andhra University, Vishakapatnam from 1.11.96 to 5.11.96.

A workshop on transformation of correspondence course materials to Self Instructional
format was conducted from 14.11.96 to 16.11.96 at Karnataka State Open University,
Mysore.

A workshop on transformation of correspondence course materials into Self Instructional
Format was conducted at the Institute of Distance Education, University of Bombay
from 31.3.97 to 4.4.97.

Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship Scheme

STRIDE successfully conducted the Term End Examination for PGDDE students under
RGFS in 14 countries in the month of October 1996.

Students who have qualified for the PGDDE from these countries were admitted to
MADE under RGFS in the month of January, 1997.

Teleconferencing

‘Teleconferencing session was conducted on “Networking of OUs/ DEIs on 13.5.96.

Intensive counselling to MADE students through Teleconferencing was done on 13th
October, 1996.

Teleconferencing session on preparation for examinations was conducted on 14th
November, 1996. S
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VI Revision of Course Materials

Revision of MADE course material, undertaken in the previous year, was continued and

completed in this year. Besides, revising of the already existing course materials for ten blocks
were newly prepared.

VIl Research

At the instance of COL, the STRIDE is required to enlarge its training activities so as to
encompass participants from the Commonwealth countries in Asia, Africa, West Indies and
South Pacific. Before taking any action in this respect, STRIDE conducted a need analysis
survey on the utility and relevance of Training of Trainers programme in developing Self
Instructional Materials (SIMs) for use in Distance Education in Asia, Africa and South Pacific

Region. The results of this survey are now being used to design relevant international training
programmes.

VIII Publications

1. Two issues of the Indian Journal of Open Learning (IJOL) were brought out in this year.
2 Document titled “Select Bibliography on Self Learning Materials Development” was
brought out this year.

8.2 ELECTRONIC MEDIA PRODUCTION CENTRE

The basic strength of distance education system offered by IGNOU is the adoption of
various modem communication technologies including  the satellite-based interactive
teleconferencing systems. The Communication Division has been playing a critical role in this
area during the past decade. Renamed "Electronic Media Production Centre (EMPC) it began
functioning from the new Sanchar Kendra complex from May 1996 when the studios and
installed equipment were handed over to IGNOU. Set up with Japanese collaboration, this Centre
has the potential to make a significant contribution by using modern state-of-the-art technologies
in the critical areas of education and development in the country. The facilities include two video
studios (216 sq. m and 196 sq. m), two audio studios with all the associated technical facilities and
infrastructure such as editing and post production suites, audio and sound studios, an a/v library, a
preview theatre. The video studios are equipped with Betacam SP format for video production as
well as post production.

The audio studios are fully digital with DAT (digital audio tape) facilities. The DAT format gives
a sound quality comparable to the compact disc and does not have generation loss common to
analog systems. A

The technical facilities installed in Sanchar Kendra have increased the production capacity of

EMPC. Apart from catering to IGNOU's internal media production needs, the centre will also be
able to take up production assignments for other institutions in the country.
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A comprehensive policy framework to enable the centre to cater to and function as a national
facility which can be tapped by several institutions across the country is being formulated.

The EMPC was formally inaugurated and dedicated to the nation by the former Prime Minister
of India, Hon’ble Sh. H.D.Deve Gowda on January 8, 1997. The entire ceremony was beamed
live via the Training and Development Communication Channel (TDCC) and witnessed by
participants assembled at all the nodes ( RT’s). Union HRD Minister, Sh. S.R.Bommai and
Japanese Ambassador to India, His Excellency, Mr. Sakutaro Tanino were present and an
exhibition tracing the history of Distance Education in India, literally to the days of "Ekalavya’,
linking it with milestones and achievements of IGNOU in the decade, designed by Mr. Parthiv
Shah, was put up.

Mandate: The EMPC has been envisaged to play the following ‘critical' roles in supporting the
Open Leamning system :

* to produce, transmit and distribute curricula-based audio and video programmes through its
network of over 268 Study Centres as well as through mass media (the audio and video
programmes are broadcast/telecast through the AIR/Doordarshan);

* to develop into a training centre for media professionals through distance mode; and
* to serve as a unique electronic media facility and resource centre.

Structure and Performance : The EMPC is composed of specialised Units. Given below is the
Unit-wise report for the year 1996-97.

(i) Production Unit is responsible for production of A/V programmes; presentation & a/v
library, graphics and set design besides the operation of the TDCC. During the year 1996-'97,
a total number of 21 audio and 72 video programmes were produced by this Unit taking the total
number produced so farto 627 videos and 667 audios. The video programmes included Open
Channel' as well as TV reports made on various occasions in addition to those produced as
curricular programmes of the university.

The following activities were organised during the year :

* The video programme entitled 'LET’S APPLY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS’ produced
and directed by Sunil Kumar Das was screened in the Competition Section under the
category of Best Programme in “ Science, Mathematics and Technology” in the 9th CEC-
UGC Video Festival in December, 1996.

* A special promotional tape on IGNOU containing latest information on academic
programme offerings etc was produced ard sent to Educational International (India) of CEC
for integrating in their audio/video eductional material promotion drive.
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* Four short films were made on EMPC, the equipment facilities, post production suite and
the TDCC by the students of Bhopal Polytechnic engaged as internees.

* - The Training& Development Communication Channel (TDCC) : The facility of interactive
tele-teaching through the satellite based two-way audio one-way video has been used
regularly both by various schools of IGNOU as well as other user institutions such as
AIMA, NCERT, NIPCCD, IETE, IIT, Dept. of Women & Child, etc. About 502.60 hours

of live teleconferencing was conducted through the TDCC during the year. Some of these
events are :

- University Convocation: The 7th and 8th Convocations of the University on May 11,
1996 and March 8, 1997 were both covered live and also through TDCC channel at all
the regional centres.

- The Minister for HRD Hon’ble Shri. Bommai interacted with government officials,
NGO representatives and field-level functionaries located all over the country at the
launch of the 'Indira Mahila Yojana’ by the Dept. of Women & Child through the TDCC,
was co-ordinated by the School of Continuing Education.

- The Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago on a visit to India as Chief Guest on the
occassion of the Republic Day Celebrations, visited the EMPC and participated in a tele-
conferencing session.

- The Prof. G. Ram Reddy Memorial Lecture was organised through TDCC in which
audiences assembled at all the regional centres of IGNOU across the country interacted.

- TDCC Users’ Meets involving various schools of IGNOU were organised to identify
problem areas and discuss measures to make the teleconference mode more effective.

(ii) Presentation Unit and A/V Library is responsible for capsuling and maintaining the
U-matic/Betacam Master tapes of IGNOU for transmission purposes through AIR/DD,
duplication and sending to Regional and Study Centres, providing  archival, referral,
excerpts-services for internal and external “users; and caters to all producer oriented services and
user oriented services. .During the period under review, this Unit undertook the major task of
upgrading all the existing video masters to beta. Then it took over the task of replenishing the
Study Centres and Regional Centres with IGNOU audio and video cassettes directly. Earlier
the despatch work was being undertaken by the MPDD.

Capsules and schedules were prepared regularly for broadcast of the audio and video
programmes over the national network regularly. Transmission details are as follows: (i)
Video telecast (National NetWwork of Doordarshan): Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 6.30 to 7.00 AM. (ii) Audio broadcast (from AIR Shillong):

Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and-Thursday from 7.00 to 7.20 AM.

DD III: IGNOU would be telecasting Management and other discipline programmes on DD-
111 (Freedom Channel for Education) daily for which the logo and promos were designed and
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capsules prepared. Clearance for beginning the service is awaited. Some production staff
participated in Seminars/ Workshops held by other organisations.

(iii) Education, Research and Training Unit (ERT) is responsible for developing curricula,
and imparting training in electronic media production related areas; to undertake
formative, evaluative and summative research .

The academic and training programmes to be offered by the ERT Unit are under different

stages of development. In some cases, expert committees have already met and orientation
workshops for unit writers held.

Programmes under development are: (i) PG Diploma in Audio Programme Production (30
credits); (ii) Advanced Diploma in Audio-Video Technology (32 credits); (iii) PG Diploma in
Videography (32 credits); and (iv) PG Diploma in Video Editing (32 credits).

* The second batch of about 1300 students have been admitted to the Post graduate Diploma
in Journalism & Mass Communication (PGIMC-32 Credits).

* Ten teleconferencing sessions for PGIMC students were conducted and several eminent
media persons like Mr.Bhaskar Ghose, Mr.Prasanna, Mr.Kiran Kamik visited EMPC and
participated in them.

* Several short-term courses are also being developed such as : (i) Art of Video resentation ; (ii)
Advanced Techniques of Studio Lighting; (iii) Interview skills ; and (iv) Educational Television
Programme Evaluation.

* Batches of students from S.V. Govt. Polytechnic , Bhopal; Film & Television Technology
Institute, New Delhi and Guru Jambeshwar University underwent 6-18 weeks hands-on
training in the area of Videography at EMPC.

* The Research and Teleconferencing Units together gathered and prepared feedback reports on
the utilisation of the TDCC.

* An External Review Committee with Prof. E.V.Chitnis, Dr.M.M.Chaudhary, Mr.Avik
Ghosh, Prof.Saraswat, Prof. P.K.Mehta and Prof. Shyam Menon was set up to preview and
assess the quality of audio and video programmes produced by IGNOU and the first meeting
was held on January 27-28, 1997.

* Two major feedback research studies have been designed: (1) A study on the utilisation of
the audio-video programmes through broadcast and non-broadcast modes by students; and (i1)
A study on utlisation of IGNOU teleconferencing system by students.

(iv) Marketing & Customer Services Ufljt is responsible for liaison with internal and

external user groups, business development, Public Relations; linkages with external producers,
suppliers of A/V materials, buyers of A/V materials; marketing of services of EMPC to internal
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