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IGNOU Vice-Chancellor invited as Special
Guest of Honour at Sainya Kaushal Divas
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The Indian Army held its first-ever ‘Sainya Kaushal Divas’ to commemorate the
successful rollout of ‘Project Kaushalveer’, a skilling and certification initiative aimed
at equipping Agniveers and regular soldiers with industry-recognised skills while
providing opportunities for educational advancement. IGNOU Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Uma Kanjilal was invited as the Special Guest of Honour at the event.

The event was chaired by Lt Gen Vipul Shinghal, AVSM, SM, DCOAS (IS & T), and co-
chaired by Lt Gen Ajay Ramdev, SM, DGIT, and Maj Gen Tamojeet Biswas, ADG AE,
with senior officers, including ADGs/Brig from the Line Dtes, in attendance. Prof.
Akhilesh Mishra, Chairman, NIOS, was also invited as a Special Guest.
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Addressing the gathering, Prof. Kanjilal appreciated the Indian Army's efforts in
implementing Project Kaushalveer, particularly its focus on recognising and certifying
the vocational and professional competencies acquired by Armed Forces personnel and
Agniveers through military training. She described the partnership between the Indian
Army and IGNOU as an important step towards advancing the objectives of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Prof. Kanijilal also highlighted the 50:50 credit-sharing
framework of IGNOU's Agniveer Bachelor's Degree Programme, under which
competencies acquired through military service are integrated with formal higher
education. She reaffirmed the University’'s commitment to enabling Agniveers to pursue
higher education alongside their service and to acquire qualifications and skills that can
support their transition to further education, employment or entrepreneurship. IGNOU,
currently, offers the Bachelor of Arts (Applied Skills), Bachelor of Science (Applied Skills)
and Bachelor of Commerce (Applied Skills), along with specialised programmes in
Tourism Management and MSME for Agniveers. Designed with flexibility in mind, these
programmes enable personnel to pursue higher education without disrupting their
military responsibilities.
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The Vice-Chancellor further outlined the role of Recognised Regional Centres (RRCs),
which function as single-window systems within military commands, coordinating
academic activities and facilitating access to higher education. Through these centres,
serving soldiers and Agniveers can pursue skill-integrated degree programmes while
continuing their service. The growing participation in IGNOU’s Agniveer programmes
reflects the expanding reach of the Army-IGNOU educational partnership. According
to the data presented, fresh admissions across the admission cycles from July 2023 to
July 2026 stood at 17,802, while re-registration accounted for 12,855 applications. The
figures indicate sustained engagement of Agniveers with formal higher education
through the University.

The initiative brings together skill recognition, formal academic qualifications and
workplace learning, creating an educational pathway that enables Agniveers and
serving personnel to build on their military experience. The collaboration between
the Indian Army and IGNOU, thus, continues to strengthen opportunities for higher
education and skill development, both during military service and beyond it. Prof.
Jaideep Sharma, Registrar, SED; Dr. G. Mythili, Registrar, SRD; and Dr. Ranjita
Panda, Additional Director, RSD, were among the IGNOU officials who attended the
event.
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RC- Bhagalpur
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RC- Mumbai
Online Induction Meeting at RC Mumbai

Dr. Rahul Mishra

On 21 Se1ptember 2026, Regional Centre Mumbai organized an Online Induction
Meeting for the newly admitted learners of the July 2026 session of the Certificate
programmes.

All the newly admitted students were welcomed to IGNOU, and the induction meeting
was conducted to guide them about IGNOU's ODL and online systems and the various
academic activities they would need to undertake to complete their programmes.

Dr. Rahul Mishra, Regional Director, welcomed all the students to IGNOU and
informed them about the ODL and online programme systems. He further informed
the newly admitted learners about the various activities organized by IGNOU and the
Regional Centres from time to time in relation to innovation and entrepreneurship. He
motivated the learners to participate in the Innovation Club activities of Regional
Centre Mumbai.

RC Mumbai pinned a tile for everyone.
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Later, Dr. P. Namboothiripad, ARD, informed the learners in detail about the various
academic activities related to assignment submission, examination form submission,
counselling sessions, projects, practicals, examinations, and other important matters.
This detailed information helped the students understand their programme structure
and the various activities required to complete their programmes.

Mr. Shashank Tripathi, Assistant, informed the students about the website and
social media platforms, and showed them how to access assignment question
papers, study materials, etc., by sharing his screen.

Later, individual student queries were addressed, and the induction meeting ended
with a vote of thanks.
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e | * ﬁ ) ST
o \ 3 ‘-'
o '% e 12

3l BxzmaLu

: ; | ; v - |
J‘ E “'-e’!?i‘
Vo é ( JEBPIEE ENEL N,

hRIchT chl *MTT U, ISIeT, fEeren, IAEA, &Y IufRAfT T 61, fSigi= 99T ot Taifra fohar ofik fyem,
TR JUT H1SIeh faehr § 9TST & g WR 379+ fo=R Irs fohu| 3514 39 919 R oIk fear fas 8
oh! UicaTfed SR dgrar fear S =nfgu, 1Y gl vRA & GHg \Te fafaedr o1 ot g+ 3R HedichH
e ST Tnfgul S ufdafat &t @€ & uaiT wR ad e ofk 39 ot eifoies Ud aaragriie
TR T Wi fgwar a9 & fore mieanfaa faa

Hrdend A faal fiiag ok Bl TRaare & Hgd |R TR xd &1 SawR ot uer fohar| T=ren & fgat &t
g, 391 T R fafdear qur wrRd g, fem ik ditpfde Sitad 7 g8 ahes R e
chfed fohar mam| gfanfiat = fefSiear ik aar-ient g & gt ot Saatdt e iR ot foam fora)

TIRIg ! 3ifdeh Harerares iR sHcere s- & foag 37 &flg dg Rieeh-2 & sifdemiRat ok
URAT vie fAem 99 (IAEA) & ©h 9l & foig svs nfafafaat o ufaaifiiarstt o1 smats foran
7| 399 fadt e, 8 Ry akaq, ae-fAare, wren urs ik 8t = nfae & ufdanfat 3 52
ITE & T U fordr iR S1UHT TATHShdT, AF 9T 9T & Ufa 99 o1 vesl= fohar| g=1 nfafafe=t a
Tch Sfidd 3R GehRTcHeh ATdTaRuT I1T 9T GHRIG bl Tdeleh 3R 3iHearad &=l a=maT|

hIZchH hl JHTU 59 TSI WIGHT ch 1Y 31T foh 8t ol TRIR-UER herel fehdl {TNT & TGN deh HifAd
T8l 8, dfch I8 AR WifefAes, Aipfder iR amfSie formaa &t axigT @ off a1 8| 9+t
SaTequl IRt 7 g1 &g dhe fcefl-2 # @) uEare & Smate dt Uah arder SR IR SraeR
=T f&a|

hrdshH A QerfOreh, yemafe ik e Sfiaa # f8dt & Trefer, saAfayrayul ik gret IuiT ot
TieTfed @A & forg 3 &t dhe; fieeft-2 3fiR IAEA &Y amfges ufdagar ot gA: ge faman

www.ignou.ac.in



IG/PIU/DigiNews/Sept/2135

RC- Karnal

22 SEPTEMBER 2026

Learning Has No Age: IGNOU’s Commitment to
Inclusive Education
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Education has no age limit at IGNOU. A recent inspiring example is of 85-year-old Shri

Lal Chand Godara, a former soldier from Haryana, who has completed his Master’'s
Degree in Political Science (MPS) from IGNOU and is now aspiring to pursue a PhD
or law degree. His academic journey, which resumed at the age of 76, is a powerful
testament to the possibilities of lifelong learning.

Shri Godara’s achievement reflects IGNOU’s commitment to inclusive, accessible and
flexible higher education, enabling learners to pursue their educational aspirations
irrespective of age, location or life circumstances.
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RC- Lucknow

Webinar on ‘Digital Evam Al Ke Yug Mein Hindi Bhasha
ki Mahatta Evam Chunautlyan
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IGNOU Regional Centre, Lucknow organized a webmar on ‘Digital Evam Al Ke Yug Men
Hindi Bhasha ki Mahatta Evam Chunautiyan’ for IGNOU learners, coordinators, and
academic counsellors on Monday, 21 September 2026, through Google Meet. The webinar
began with the University Kulgeet and the National Song. It was attended by Senior Regional
Director and Head Dr. Anil Kumar Misra; Regional Directors Dr. Reena Kumari, Dr. Anamika
Sinha, and Dr. Jai Prakash Verma; Assistant Registrar Dr. Nishith Nagar; Coordinators Dr.
Parwat Singh and Dr. Arun Singh; academic counsellors; and learners from IGNOU LSCs.

Dr. Anil Kumar Misra welcomed the dignitaries and participants of the webinar and
expressed his best wishes for the successful conduct of the programme.

As the keynote speaker, Prof. Vandana Shrivastava spoke about how the Government of
India has emphasized the celebration of Hindi Pakhwada and the organization of various
activities related to the Hindi language. She said that research and innovation in new fields
become easier in one’'s mother tongue. Unicode plays an important role in the use of Hindi in
the current computer era. The use of Hindi is spreading across email, websites, blogs, social
media, online education, digital newspapers, e-commerce, and government services.

Prof. Shrivastava stated that Hindi Pakhwada 2026 is being celebrated from 14 September to
30 September 2026. She said that language is a medium of expression and emphasized the
importance of promoting one’'s mother tongue.

The webinar was conducted and anchored by Dr. Reena Kumari, Regional Director. The
formal vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Parwat Singh.
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RC- Lucknow

Virtual Induction Meet of Learners of BSCN
Programmes forjuly 2026 Sessmn

IGNOU Regional Centre, Lucknow, organized a Virtual Induction Meet for the learners of the BSCN
Programme for the July 2026 session on Monday, 21 September 2026, through Google Meet. The meeting
began with the University Kulgeet and the National Song.

The meeting was attended by Senior Regional Director and Head Dr. Anil Kumar Misra; Regional Directors
Dr. Reena Kumari and Dr. Anamika Sinha; Coordinator from IGNOU LSC-2740, Mr. Ram Gupta; and
learners of the BSC (Nursing) Programme.

Dr. Anil Kumar Misra welcomed the learners and the coordinator present at the Virtual Induction Meet for
the learners of the BSCN Programme. He said that the delivery of quality education at affordable fees, with a
vision to impart skills, has been a key feature of IGNOU, this mega university, which, with its unique flexibility,
has immense capacity to educate millions.

He also informed the students that they would be provided with all necessary academic and administrative
support by IGNOU on a priority basis.

Dr. Anamika Sinha demonstrated the University website and gave a live demonstration by browsing
through different sections of the IGNOU website. She explained how a learner can access all information
related to their studies from a single window. She also described the assignment details, the link to the
Regional Centre website, and online access to e-resources for IGNOU learners. She informed the learners
how to access all the information in one place through the SAMARTH Portal.

Mr. Ram Gupta discussed in detail the counselling schedule and the support provided by the Learner

Support Centre to all the learners of the BSCN Programme. He also informed the learners about the centre’s
opening days and timings and shared the WhatsApp group link with them.

Attendance
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RC- Kolkata
IGNOU Regional Centre Kolkata Organises

Outreach Programme at Howrah
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IGNOU Regional Centre Kolkata, in collaboration with Joypur Panchanan Roy College, Joypur,
Amta-ll, Howrah, organised a Promotional and Outreach Programme with Spot Admission Facility on
21 September 2026. The programme aimed to create awareness about IGNOU's academic, skill-based
and professional programmes and facilitate access to higher education through the Open and
Distance Learning (ODL) mode.

Around 300 learners from the College and surrounding areas participated, along with local dignitaries,
educationists, Heads/Headmasters of nearby schools, faculty members and College representatives.

Prof. Saumitra Sarkar, Principal, Joypur Panchanan Roy College, expressed interest in establishing an
IGNOU Learner Support Centre (LSC) at the College to serve learners in the rural and adjoining areas.
Dr. Sujata Dutta Hazarika, Senior Regional Director, and Dr. Ajay Kumar Behera, Regional Director,
IGNOU Regional Centre Kolkata, highlighted IGNOU’s role in democratising higher education and
briefed participants on its programmes, eligibility and admission process.

Ms. Aitryee Bhattacharya, Assistant Coordinator, IGNOU Study Centre 28166, spoke on innovation
and entrepreneurship and introduced the Innovation Parlour initiative of IGNOU Regional Centre
Kolkata.

The programme also provided an opportunity for direct interaction with prospective learners and
stakeholders, with information on IGNOU programmes and Spot Admission being shared.

A key outcome was the College's interest in establishing an IGNOU LSC. With around 75% women
learners at the College and a substantial SC/ST population in the district, the proposed centre could
further enhance access to higher education for women, rural learners, socially disadvantaged groups
and working persons in the region, subject to prescribed norms.
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