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01* February,2023

To,

All Directors of Schools of Studies
All Research Programme Coordinators

CIRCULAR

Subject: Up-gradation from Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) to Senior Research Fellowship
(SRF) - regarding.

Dear Sir/Madam,

This is in continuation to our earlier communication no. IG/RU/UGC-JRF/2020/1633 dated 09"
July, 2020 regarding three members assessment committee report specifying clause no. 04 and
14 (ii) of the UGC guidelines on JRF (copy attached).

In this connection, a public notice has been issued by the University Grants Commission on
27.01.2023 which is attached herewith for ready reference. In the said public notice UGC has
requested the Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) to ensure the inclusion of external expert in
the committee constituted for the up-gradation from JRF to SRF. The public notice further states
that any proposal without complying with the above guidelines for up-gradation from JRF to SRF
will not be considered.

A communication no. 4889 regarding conduct of three members assessment committee
including external expert has already been issued by the Research Unit on 06.01.2016 (copy
attached).

Therefore, it is requested to bring the above directions/guidelines of the UGC into the notrce of
all Research Supervisors and Research Programme Coordinators for compkance.

\X\

(Buayalaxm ishra)
Director, Research Unit
7291 | Director
HTHTH THF / Research Unit
Encl: as above #Ry Al TS g5 avafyenes
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The Registrar, Administration Division
Pro Vice Chancellor (MSM)
VCO: for information of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor

FTHET THD gfewr wiie v qaa fafdercay
Res o 9537326, 20571984 to 86 | Indira Gandhi National Open University
F : +01-11-290537229 A T, ¢ fel—110068 K@ | wwwhindlignou.ac.in

E : researchunit@ignou.ac.in Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068, INDIA | www.ignou.ac.in



N[ Ignou
ST =91 bl \.I) TgPEOPLE’S

CECICEINE] UNIVERSITY

F.No: IG/RU/UGC-JFF/2020 1622
09" July, 2029 7

;

To,
All Directors of Schools of Studies
All Research Programme Coordinators

All Research Supervisors

Subject: Three Members Assessment Committee Report reg.

Dear Sir/Madam,

It is noticed that in some cases of UGC-JRF, the Research Unit is not receiving SRF up-gradation report post
completion of prescribed period of UGC-JRF. In this regard, it is to mention that as per the point no. 4 of the
UGC guidelines on Junior Research Fellowship, the tenure of fellowship is initially for two years under the IRF
scheme. Upon expiry of this period, the work of the Fellow will be evaluated by experts. If the research work
is found satisfactory, his/her tenure will be extended for a further period of three years under the enhanced
emoluments of the Senior Research Fellowship (SRF). In case the work for the first two years is not found
satisfactory, an additional year will be given to him/her for improvement. However, during this period he/she |
will be designated as a Junior Research Fellow. In such cases, work will be evaluated again after three years, }
and if improvement is found, the Fellow will get two more years under the SRF. Thus, the total period of |
fellowship (JRF and SRF) is five years and there is no further provision of extension.

Further point no. 14 (ii) of the UGC-JRF guidelines states that "On completion of first two years of award, the
fellow may apply to the department/university concerned for the up gradation of SRF. For this, a three
member committee will be constituted with a Supervisor, Head of the Department and External Expert
subject expert to evaluate the research work. The Minutes of the Constitution of Committee and
recommendations of the Committee for up-gradation may be sent to University Grants Commission.
Therefore, the fellow will be upgraded and designated as SRF. The recommendations of the Committee in the
prescribed proforma (Annexure Vil) may be submitted to UGC designated agency. A communication for
conduct of three members assessment committee has already been issued by the Research Unit (Copy
enclosed).

It is also mentioned in the feedback column that "For Doctoral Fellowships at least 2 Research Papers
(1 National and 1 international), 1 National/International publication at the time of up-gradation and
1 National/International Publication by the end of the tenure must be submitted.

Keeping in view of above, it is requested to forward the recommendations of the three members assessment
committee along-with other related documents in respect of UGC-JRF awardees who have availed two years
of UGC-Junior Research Fellowship. It is further requested to follow the UGC prescribed guidelines in toto
while forwarding the fellowship documents of the research scholars of UGC-JRF awardees. Copy of the UGC
guidelines on JRF is attached for ready reference.

(Note: The above rules are applicable in the case of Ph.D and M.Phil+Ph.D (integrated mode) research AP
scholars who are awardees of UGC-JRF).

(Bijayalaxmi Mishra)
Director, Research Unit
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Indira Gandhi National Open University
‘Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110 068

Research Unit

F.NO: IG/RU/UGC/2015/373/
' 0€™ January,2016

durpose of up-gradation from Junior Research Fellowship to Senior Research
Fellowship under tha scheme;

1. Research Supervisor will place the panel of external experts (already
approved by the Competent Authority for the Doctoral Committee) before

the Director of School concerned for nomination of one external expert who
has expertise in the subject of the research.

2. Director of the School concerned will nominate an External Expert
(local/outside) out of the said panel. If, outstation expert (other than Delhi)

is being nominated, approval of the Competent Authority is required to be
obtained by the school.

3. In both the cases, the payment of TA etc. in r/o the external expert will be
made by the concerned school, as per University norms.

4. School will forward the recommendations of the Three Members Committee
Report alongwith relevant documents in support to the Research Unit.

All Directors of Schools are requested to bring the above procedure into the

notice of Research Programme Coordinators of M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes for

compliance henceforth, o~
(\)
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(p:cimes\}\\lathawat)

Director, Research Unit

U A {3 appgg
F5 e, STHYTT G,

T, WY Paen
Prof, M. S, Nathawat

Diractor, R
Copy to: IGNOU, New Dot
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1. All Directors of Schoo!s of Studies

2. PSto Vice-Chancelior - for information of the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor
3. Registrar, Administration.

4. Finance Officer, FRAD

5. Office Copy
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University Grants Commission
(aremr w=te™, WRA WER)
(Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

TEGE AR A0, 15 fweli-110002
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002

Ph.: 011-23236288/23239337
Fax : 011-2323 8858

Prof. Rajnish Jain E-mail : secy.uge@nic.in
Secretary
F.No. 1-9/2022/(SA-1)/Misc. January 27, 2023
Public Notice

Subject:- Up-gradation from Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) to Senior Research F ellowship
(SRF)-regarding. '

Attention is invited to clause 14 (ii) of, “UGC Junior Research Fellowship in Sciences,
Humanities And Social Sciences”, regarding procedure of up-gradation from JRF to SRF:

“On  completion of first two years of award, the Sellow may apply to the
department/university concerned for the up-gradation of SRF. For this a three member committee
will be constituted with a Supervisor, Head of the Department and External Subject Expert to
evaluate the research work. The Minutes of the constitution of committee and recommendation of
the committee for up-gradation may be sent to University Grants Commission. Thereafter, the
JSellow will be upgraded and designated as SRF. The recommendation of the committee in the
prescribed proforma may be submitted to UGC designated agency. The approval from UGC Jfor
up-gradation is not mandatory”

Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) are therefore, requested to ensure the inclusion of
external expert in the committee constituted for the up-gradation from JRF to SRF.

Any proposal without complying with the above guidelines for up-gradation from JRF to

SRF will not be considered.

(Rajnish Jain)



