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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISBION
BAHADURSHAH ZAFAR MARG
NEW DELHI-110 002

23236351, 23232701, 23237721, 23234116
23238733 23232317 23234735, 23230437

F1-52/2000(CPP-il) April, 2004

L5 HAY 2004

The Registrar

Indira Gandhi National Open University
Maidan Garhi

New Delhi - 110 068

Subject:  Recognition of Degrees awarded by Open Universities.

Sir/Madam,

There are a number of open Universities in the country offering various
degrees/diploma through the mode of non-formal education. The Open
Universities have been established in the country by an Act of Parliament or
State Legislature in accordance with the provisions contained in Section 2(f) of
University Grants Commission Act, 1956. These universities are, therefore,
empowered to award degrees in terms of Section 22(1) of the UGC Act, 1956.

A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter N.F.1-8/92(CPP) dated
February,1992 mentioning that the Certificate, Diplomas and Degrees awarded
by Indira Gandhi National Open University are to be treated equivalent to the
corresponding awards of the Universities in the country.

Attention is further invited to UGC circular No.F1-25/93(CPP-1l) dated 28"
July, 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed by students between the
two types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University
stream to traditional Universities is ensured without any difficulty.

The UGC has specified the nomenclature of degrees under Section 22(3) of
the UGC Act, 1956 to ensure mandatory requirements viz. minimum essential
academic inputs required for awarding such degrees. A copy of Gazette
Notification regarding specification of degrees issued vide No.1-52/97(CPP-Ii)
dated 31st January 2004 is enclosed. The details are also given in UGC Web

site: www.ugc.ac.in



No.F.1-52/2000(CPP-Ii

May, | therefore request you to treat the Degrees /Diploma /Certificates awarded
by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC notification on Specification of
Degrees as equivalent to the corresponding awards of the traditional Universities in the
country.

Yours faithfully,
~ il
= \-—ry’\'.‘ -}.t”_,.'

(Dr.[Mrs.]Pankaj Mittal)
Joint Secretary
Encl : As above

Copy to: -

1. The Secretary. Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development,

Department of Secondary Education and Higher Education, Shastri Bhavan, New
Delhi-110001. ,

2. The Secretary, All India Council for Technical Education, I.G. Sports Complex,
Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-110002.

3. The Secretary, Association of Indian Universities (AlU), 16 Comrade Inderjit Gupta
Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi-1 10002

4. The Secretary, National Council for Teacher Education, 1.G. Stadium, I.P. Estate,
New Delhi-110002.

5. The Director of Distance Education Council, IGNOU Campus, Maidan Garhi, New
Delhi110068.

8. The Vice-chancellor Indira Gandhi National Open University, Maidan Garhi, New
Delhi-110068

7. The Vice-chancellor Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, Road No.46, Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad-500033(Andhra Pradesh)

8. The Vice-chancellor Nalanda Open University, West Gandhi Maidan,Patna-
800001(Bihar)

8. The Vice-chancellor Dr. Babasahab Ambedkar Open University, Shahibaug,
Ahmedabad-380003(Gujarat) ,

10. The Vice-chancellor Karnataka State Open University, Manasagangotri, Mysore-
S570006(Karnataka)

11.  The Vice-chancelior Yashwant Rao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nashik-
422222(Maharashtra)

12. The Vice-chancelior, Kota Open University (Vardhaman Mahaveer Open
University), Kota-32401 O(Rajasthan.

13. The Vice-chancellor Netaji Subhash Open University, Kolkata - 700020 (West
Bengal)

14. The Vice-ChanceHor,-Madhya Pradesh Bhoj(Open) University, Bhopal-462016
(M.P.) .

& T

(V.K. Jaiswal)
Under Secretary
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‘ R.P. Gangurde
0 Additional Secretary
Tel.No.3319658%

D.O.Na.F. 1-25/03(CFF-11) July, 1983
Dear Vice Chancellor, 2 B.JLIL 1883
As you are aware, the Open Universities have been

establ {shed {n the country by an Act of Parlfament or State "
Lkegielature in accordance with the provisions contaf{ned in

Section 2(f) of University Grants Commission Act =1 956
Theees univeresities arve, therefore,. empovered to award degrees
In terms of Sectfon 22 (1) of the UGC Act, 19S6.

It has heen brought to the notice of the Commi{ssion that

the students who have done their HM.A. from open
Univecsities are debarred’by universit{es from registration
for Ph.D, studies. This is most unfair in view of the

lmpartance attached to the Open University and distance
learning fn Natfona! Polficy cn Education, 198&. The Frogramme
Qf Aation-02 also aims at promoting the mobility of students

among open universitles and. among the tradf{tfonal
Hniyergitiss, This can be made possible only when there is a3

workable understanding between open universities and
traditional wuniversities for recognition of each other's
degrees on reciprocal basig. A Memorandum of Understanding
hae already been signed between University of Pondicherry and
Indira Gandh{ Natlonal Open University which provides for
FRERgnitian " aé each ather's degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credits £oT courses successfully completed by
ftudents hetween the two universities. The other un{versities
may also make similar arrangements so that the ma bility of

; Students érom Qpen University stream to traditional
universities {s ensured without any difficulty.

I hape that your university will make necessary efforts
in this direction and let the Commission know the progress.

Vith regards,

E

Yaurs &inoaraly,
ST
y fangurdel
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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NEW DELHI

SPECIFICATION OF DEGREES

MNo.F.1-52/97 (CPP-l1)

In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-Section (3) of Section 22 of the
University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956) as modified upto December,
1985 and in supersession of Gazette. Notification No.F.87-9/58 (CUP) dated 1.12.58,
F.33-72/59 (CUP) dated 17.11.1960, F.33-87/63 (CUP) dated 6.6.1964, F.33-87/63
(CUP) datea 27.4.1966 and F.1-59/66 (CDN) dated 18.6.1968, F.1-59/66 (CDN)
dated 17.2.1969 F.1-59/66 (CDN) dated 22.12.1969, F.1-59/66 (CDN) dated
26.2.1971, F.1-59/66 (CDN) dated 15.11.1973, 1-59/66 (CDN/CP) dated 18.07.1975
and F.1-52/97 (CPP-Il) dated 24.06.1999, F.1-52/2000 (CPP-Il) dated 21.11.2001
and F.1-52/97 (CPP-Il) dated 03.10.2002, the University Grants Commission (UGC)
with the approval of the Central Govemment hereby specifies the nomenclature of
degrees for the purposes of the said section as aiso the mandatory requirements
viz. minimum essential academic inputs required for awarding such degrees.

Specification of Degree:

1. No University shall confer a degree in violation to the provisions of this
notification. It shall be mandatory for the Universitiés to adhere to the
approved nomenclature of the degree(s) and ensure the observance of the
minimum standards of instruction before award of a degree as hereinafter
prescribed. Academic collaborations with the foreign Universities for the grant
of any degree/ diploma/ certificate shall also require priot approva!l of the
commission as hereinafter prescribed.

1. The consolidated list of UGC approved nomenclature of degree(s) for the
purpose of Section 22 (3) of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 is
enciosed as Annexure. The approved nomenclature may be followed by the
specific area of specialization to be reflected in the parentheses.

This list shall be reviewed and updated by the UGC from time to time under
intimation to all the universities. If a university wishes to start a new course it
shall approach the UGC for its approval six months prior to starting the degree
pProgramme.

12
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10.

The courses of study prescribed for the degree should have been formally
approved by the respective academic bodies of the university / institution,
such as — Board of Studies, Academic Council and Governing Council

All the universities (including affiliated colleges thereto) shall observe the
minimum standards of instruction and prescribed norms for the grant of a
degree which shall be imparted by the duly qualified teaching staff and
appropriate academic physical infrastructure facilities as prescribed by the
concemned statutory / regulating bodies, such as University Grants
Commission (UGC), All India Coundil for Technical Education (AICTE),
Medical Council of India (MCl), Pharmacy Council of India (PCl), Councii fnr
Architecture (CoA), Bar Council of india (BCI), National Council for Teachers
Education (NCTE), Dental Council of India (DCl), Indian Nursing Counci
(INC) etc. in their respective notifications/ regulations.

The list of UGC appraved degrees offered by a University and the minimum
standards of instruction and norms prescribed as laid down by the concemed
statutory / reguiatory bodies shall be prominently published in the admission
brochure of concemed University / affiliated College.

Each University shall fumish information relating to the conformity to the
above standards of instructions (induding its affiliated colleges) to the UGC in
the form prescribed from time to time for this purpose

The UGC may cause periodic inspection of the University and its affiliated
colleges including extension/ regional/ study centers and such other facilities
offering the courses leading to a degree.

After such inspection, the UGC may give rezner.able opportunity to the
defaulting University / affiliated colleges to rectify the identified deficiency/
non-conformity.

To safeguard the interest of the students, it would be mandatory for a
University or any coliege affiliated to it to seek prior approval of the University
Grants Commission before entering into any academic collaboration such as
franchise, study centre tie-up or the twinning arrangement etc. with any
foreign university leading to award of any degree / diploma / certificate. it
would be the responsibility of the concemmed University / affiliated Coilege to
ensure that such a degree/ diploma / certificate has been duly specified and
notified by the commission before admitting the students to programs leading
to such degree / diploma / certificate.




Part H1—Sec. 4]

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, JANUARY 31, 2004 (MAGHA 11, 1925)

137

1.

Existing Academic collaborations, if any, shall be reported by the
respective University (inclusive of affiliated colleges) to the commission in the
form prescribed for tnis purpose within SiX months of the issue of this
notification .

Consequences of failure of Universities to comply with these
specificalions:

11.1. The defaulting University | Affiliated College shall be prohibited from
offering any course for the award of unspecified degree.

11.2. Any degree awarded in contravention to this notificatior shall be
deemed to be an unspecified degree and shall be declared as such by
the UGC after duly satisfying itself as to the violation of this notification.
The UGC shall give due publicity regarding the defaulting Universities/
colleges and unspecified degrees offered by them for the information

of the general public.

11.3. Itshall be the responsibility of the respective University t0 keep a watch
over the observance of prescribed norms by itself and by the affiliated
colleges and disaffiliate the defaulting colleges to the extent of

violations.

11.4. The UGC shall forward a copy of the ordei made under tha sub-section

11.2 to the university concemned, and on and from the date of receipt of

a copy of such order by the university, the affiliation of such an

institution, so far as it relates to the course of study specified in such

order, shall stand terminated. On and from the date of termination of

such affiliation, and for the period of three ye=ars thereafter, approval

shall not be granted to that institution to start such or similar degree of
post-graduate degree programme.

11.5. Contravention of the provisions reiating to the specification of degrees
as above shall also render the defaulting university and affiliated
colleges liable for action as prescribed under Section 24 of the JGC

Act.

£

/};‘)_

(Prof. Ved Prakash)
Secretary

14
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THE DEGREES SPECIFIED BY THE UGC UNDER SECTION 22 OF THE UGC
ACT TILL 21457 AUGUST, 2093

. S.No. | Abbreviation of | Expansion of Degree
é Degree
1. | Acharya Acharya
2. | Alankar Alankar
3. | AMBS Ayurvedacharya Bachelor of Medicine & Surgery
4. | Anu Parangat. M.Phil
5 | Ayurveda Ph.D. In Ayurveda =
Vachaspati 5
6. | Ayurvedacharya Ayurvedacharya
7. | B. Arch. Bachelor of Architecture
8. |B.A. B.Ed. Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education
9. | B.Agri. Bachelor of Agn‘cdlture
10 -1B.Ch.E. Bachelor of Chemical Engg.
11. | B.Chem. Tech Bachelor of Chemical Technology
12. | B.com Bachelor of Commerce
13. | B.Com. B.Ed Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor of Education
14. | B.Dance Bachelor of Dance
15. | 8 Ed Bachelor of Education
16. | B.Pharm (Ayu.) Bachelor of Ayurved in Pharmacy |
17. | B.Pharm. Bachelor of Pharmacy
18, | B.S.SC. Bachelor of Sanitary Science
19. | B.Sc. Bachelor of Science
20." | B.Sc. B.Ed. ‘Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Education
. 21. | B.Sc.(Nursing) Bachelor of Science in Nursing
) B.Sc.(Sericulture) | Bachelor of Science in Sericulture
| 23. | B.Stat. Bachelor of Statistics
r 24. | B.Tech. Bachelor of Technology
25 fBTelE ‘Bachelor of Telecommunication Engg.
26. | B.Text Bachelor of Textiles
I 27. |BVSc. Bachelor of Veterinary Science -

|PART 1H—Sec. 4
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28. |B.V.Sc. &AH Bachelor of Veterinary Science and Animal
Husbandry =

29. | BA Bachelor of Arts

30. | B. Lib. Sc. Bachelor of Library Science

31, | BAM Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine T iaEmeeae

32. | BAMS Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine & Surgery

33. | BBA Bachelor of Business Administration

34. | BBM Bachelor of Business Management = —-]

35. | BCA Bachelor of Computer Applications

36. | BCE Bachelor of Civil Engineering

37. | BOL Bachelor of Civil Law

38. | BDS Bachelor of Dental Surgery

39. | BE Bachelor of Engineering

40. | BEE Bachelor of Electrical Engg.

41. | BFA Bachelor of Fine Arts

42. | BFSc. Bachelor of Fisheries Science

43. | BGL Bachelor of General Law

44. | Bnasha Parveena | Bhasha Parveena )

45. | BHMS Bachelor of Homeopathic Medicine & Surgery

46. | BIM Bachelor of Indian Medicine

47. | BJ Bachelor of Journalism

48. | BL Bachelor of Law or Laws

49. | B.Lib.l.Sc. Bachelor of Library and information Science

50. { B.Litt. Bachelor of Literature

51. | BMBS Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery

52. | BME Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering

53. | B.Mus Bachelor of Music ,

54. | B.Nat (Ayu) Bachelor of Ayurved in Naturopathy !

55. | B.Nurs. Bachelor of Nursing =

56, | BOL Bachelor of Oriental Learning

57| BB Bachelor of Occupational Therapy |

58 | BPA Bachelor of Performing Arts

59. | BPED Bachelor of Physical Education ““

16
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63 BEE Bachelor of Physical Education
81 - BEP Bachelor of Physical Planning
BZ: BP> Bachelor of Professional Studies
E3-| BPI Bachelor of Physiotherapy
64. | BSMS Bachelor of Sridhar Medicine & Surgery
65. | BSW Bachelor of Social Work
66. | BT Bachelor ot Training =
67. | D.Ay. M. Doctor of Ayurvedic Medicine
68. | D.Ed. Doctor of Education
69. | D.Eng. Doctor of Engineering
70. | D.HV. Doctor of Hygiene
e Doctor of Literature
72. | D.Mus. Doctor of Music
73. | Ph.D. Doctor of Philosophy
74. | D.Sc. Doctor of Science
15700 ' Doctor of Law
76. | D.M. Doctor of Medicine (in Cardiology)
77. | DOL Doctor of Oriental Leaming
78. | Granthalaya Granthalaya
79. | Hindi Shiksha Hindi Shiksha Visharad
Visharad
80. | LLB Bachelor of Law or Laws
81. | LLD Doctor of Laws
82. 1 LLM Master of Law or Laws
83. | M.Arch. Master of Architecture
84. | M.Ch. Master of Chirurgiae
85. | M.Ch.E. Master of Chemical Engg.
86. | M.Com Master of Commerce
87. | M.Dance Master of Dance
88. | M.Ed. Master of Education
89. | M.Ind. Master of indology
90. | M.Lib Sc. Master of Library Science
91. | M.Litt Master of Literature or Master of Letters
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92. | M.Mus Master of Music
93. | M.Pharm. Master of Pharrhacy
94. | M.Phil Master of Philosophy
95. | M.Plan Master of Planning
96. | MPE Master of Physical Education
97. | M.Sc. Master of Science ‘
98. | M.Stat. Master of Statistics
99. | M.Tech. Master of Technology
- 100.] M.Text -Master of Textiles
101.| M.V.Sc. Master of Veterinary Sciences
102.[ MA Master of Arts
103.| MBA Master of Business Administration
104.| MBBS Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of'Surgery
105.t MCA Master of Computer Appiications
106.| M.D. | Doctor of Medicine
107.| MDS Master of Dental Surgery
7108 | ME Master of Engineering
109.| MEE Master of Electrical Engineering
110.| MF.Sc. Master of Fishery Science
111.| MFA Master of Fine Arts
112.1 MJ Master of Joumnalism
113.| ML Master of Laws
114.1 MLISc. Master of Library and Information Science
 115.| MME Master of Mechanical Engineering 5
116.1 MO Master of Obstetrics or Master of Obstetrics and
Gynecology
117 MoL Master of Oriental Learning
118, MPEd Master of Physical Education
119.| MPA Master of Performing Arts
T 120.TMPS Master of Population Studies E e e
121 MPT Master of Physiotherapy e
it Master of Surgery
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123.| MAMS Master of Ayurved in Medicine and Surgery
124 | MSW ‘Master of Sccial Work
125.] MUMS Master of Unani Medicine & Surgery
'126.| Parangat Parangat
127.{ D. Phil. Doctor of Philesophy
128.| Samaj Karya Samaj Karya Parangat
Parangat
129.| Samaj Vidya -Samaj Vidya‘Parangat
Parangat
130. Samaj Vidya Samaj Vidya Visharad
Visharad
131 | Shasti Shastr
132 Shiksha Acharya | Shiksha Acharya
133.| Shikshan Parangat | Shikshan Parangat
134.| Shiksha Shastri | Shiksha shastri
135.} Shiksha Visharad | Shiksha Visharad
136; Vachaspati Vachaspati
137.[ Vidya Nishnanat | Vidya Nishnanat
138 [ Vidya Praveena | Vidya Praveena
'139.| Vidya Vachaspati | Vidya Vachaspati = 2t
140:| Vidya Varidhi Vidya Varidhi
141.] Vidyalankar Vidyalankar
142.} Visharad Visharad

(Prof. Ved Prakash)
Secretary



